
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 4/11

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 4/08

Famous Hand
This deal appeared in a British par contest 

many years ago. The par for North-South was to 
reach four spades; the par for East-West was to 
defeat the contract.

The bidding shown, which includes a strong 
jump-overcall by South, was the popular route to 
four spades at that time. Since most players now 
use the jump-overcall as pre-emptive, the spade 
game would be reached today by a different 
sequence of bids. One possibility would be for 
South to bid four spades directly over one club.

In the play, West leads a club, and East prompt-
ly collects the Q-K-A. It is West’s discards on the 
second and third clubs that determine the out-
come.

If West throws two diamonds, or a heart and 
a diamond, on the high clubs, South will inevi-
tably score seven spades and three diamonds for 
10 tricks. The only way for West to defeat the 
contract is to discard the six and ace of hearts! 
East then returns a heart at trick four, assuring 
West of a spade trick regardless of how declarer 
proceeds.

While it is highly unusual for a defender to toss 
an ace away, West should reason that he has noth-
ing to lose and possibly much to gain by discard-
ing both of his hearts.

If South is void in hearts, the heart discards are 
necessary to promote a trump trick. Even if de-
clarer has a heart, West will be able to ruff East’s 
heart return at trick four as South follows suit.

Thus, West should conclude that discarding 
both hearts cannot fail to set the contract no mat-
ter what declarer’s hand actually is. Though this 
conclusion necessitates throwing an ace to the 
winds, the deed must be done.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: My 58-year-old mom re-
fuses to date. Anytime I talk to her about it, she 
laughs and tells me she’s “past her expiration 
date.” She doesn’t act depressed, but has to be 
lonely. She was mortified when I sat her down 
to show her online dating sites. She can’t believe 
that people “actually do stuff like that.” I’m at my 
wits’ end. Is there anything I can do? – F.F.

Dear F.F.: It may be time for you to help your 
mother stop feeling like a loaf of bread left on the 
shelf! Whether she is lonely because of a break-
up, being widowed or a long single-motherhood 
doesn’t matter much. The problem is she feels so 
unappealing she isn’t thinking in terms of meet-
ing people and going out as a couple. If she has 
never had experience on the computer, it is under-
standable the Internet-dating craze has passed her 
by. Perhaps you can get her started if she needs 
help with interacting online. Practice with her – 
try instant messaging, tweeting, e-mails, message 
boards. Show her the computer has a social side! 

The most natural starting place would be with 
some hobby or activity she enjoys or would like 
to learn. Every municipality has senior activities 
and ways for older people to connect. So sit down 
with her and see if she and a friend would like 
to attend some functions nearby. (Make sure the 
functions include men!) She may never progress 
to Internet dating, but she can use the computer 
as a way of finding out about community activi-
ties, volunteer opportunities, nature walks or po-
etry readings. Dates may soon follow.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My best friend since grade 
school is planning to visit me during the summer. 
We haven’t seen each other in years, and I was 
looking forward to it – until I heard he is bring-
ing his wife. Last time they both visited, it was 
a nightmare. She’s high-maintenance and needed 
constant attention from my friend. Anytime we 
started to have fun together, she would pout. How 
can I tell him that he should come alone? – B.C.

Dear B.C.: Well, unless he feels the same way 
about his wife you do, you may have a hard time 
with this one. And if he did feel the same way, 
he’d have ditched her or found his own way to 
get out of the house without her. So it sounds as 
though he either has little say in the matter, or 
he’s fine with it. In either case, it might be best to 
suggest once or twice a “guys only” weekend – to 
which you invite a couple of other old pals – or 
plan entertainment for his wife. The less bored 
she is, the less she will spend demand attention. 

You don’t mention whether you have a woman 
in your life. But if you do – or can round up a fe-
male friend or two – surely you can come up with 
ideas about how to occupy one visiting high-
maintenance wife. After all, it’s her vacation too, 
and she probably doesn’t want to just watch you 
and her husband talking about third grade. So, 
now you know what it’s like if you do nothing, 
take these matters into your own hands and make 
sure you don’t end up with another nightmare. 
But don’t be afraid to ask your friend first wheth-
er he could see his way clear to coming down 
alone and suggesting his wife do something with 
girlfriends. It’s worth a try!

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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