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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 3/31

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 3/30

A Tough Nut to Crack
It is not at all easy to make six spades on this 

deal – even if you look at all four hands. If you 
doubt this, try it and see how you fare. Despite 
the difficulty, the actual declarer made the slam 
without seeing the East-West cards! 

West led the heart nine, which South imme-
diately identified as a singleton, since East had 
overcalled in clubs. Although this gave declarer 
a positional advantage over East in both hearts 
and clubs, the actual mechanics of avoiding two 
losers posed a problem because of a shortage of 
entries to dummy. 

After thoroughly digesting the situation, South 
found the answer. He won the heart nine with 
dummy’s queen, being very careful to play the 
seven from his hand instead of the four! 

He then drew three rounds of trumps, ending in 
dummy, and next led the eight of hearts. East was 
forced to cover with the ten to protect his poten-
tial heart trick, and declarer won with the king. 

Now a diamond to the ace was followed by the 
six of hearts from dummy, placing East squarely 
on the horns of a dilemma. If he followed low 
from the J-3, the lead would remain in dummy 
and allow declarer to play a club to the king to 
wrap up the slam. 

If East instead covered the six of hearts with 
the jack, South would win with the ace and lead 
the four of hearts to dummy’s five, again putting 
him in position to lead a club toward his king. 

A very delicate operation, you could justifiably 
say, but one that proves that concentration and 
determination can make all the difference in what 
it takes to win at bridge.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am the mother of a teen-
age daughter who had a baby boy six months ago. 
She has kept up her studies while I watch the baby, 
but when she is in charge, she takes shortcuts that 
aren’t right. She left the baby in his crib while she 
ran out to get a smoothie! Other times, she leaves 
him in a dirty diaper while she texts. How can I 
get her to grow up – immediately? – L.L.

Dear L.L.: Your daughter needs education on 
how to be a good mother. There isn’t a lot of dan-
ger in not changing the diaper frequently, but if 
it is part of a pattern of neglect, she’s setting bad 
precedents that need to be brought to her attention 
before she has something worse than diaper rash 
to worry about. Leaving the baby alone is a seri-
ous lapse of judgment you need to address right 
away. Let her know it is never OK to leave the 
baby alone, and set out alternatives available.

Your daughter is a teenager who doesn’t want 
to give up a carefree lifestyle. She probably is 
frightened and discouraged about the responsibil-
ities ahead of her. If the father isn’t in the picture 
and you want to help with your grandchild indefi-
nitely, let her know you are there for her but that 
it is up to her to seek out ways of learning about 
parenthood, just as though it were a subject at 
school. There are resources for teen parents and 
you could help her find a class or two to improve 
her skills. When she learns parenting can be fun 
as well as a responsibility, she will be more will-
ing to make sacrifices – so take time to share the 
joy of parenting and grandparenting with her.

Dear Dr. Brothers: Our son is 10 years old and 
already an accomplished artist. He is the favorite 
of the art teacher and has won a number of prizes 
in art competitions she’s gotten him to partici-
pate in. We are proud, but want him to be well-
rounded. He loves drawing, but never exercises 
or shows an interest in sports. Most of his peers 
are getting into soccer, baseball or basketball. We 
told him he has to pick a sport – his choice. He is 
very unhappy with us. Should we insist? – B.T.

Dear B.T.: Your son probably is feeling con-
flicted and confused right now. He knows you 
know he has native talents he is trying to develop 
to the fullest. Because he is a natural artist, it may 
seem like he doesn’t have to work very hard to 
achieve success. Sometimes things that come 
easily are not particularly valued by students or 
their parents. On the other hand, where there is 
a lot of effort, struggle and defeat, the end result 
seems to mean more. This may be the case with 
the athletics you are pushing you son to engage 
in. Because it may be a difficult arena for him, it 
might appear to you to be more worthwhile.

It may be absolutely true that your son should 
focus on more physical activity for his health and 
fitness. And being a jock almost always guaran-
tees popularity in high school, good friendships, 
sportsmanship and other benefits of being on a 
team. If your son has been having trouble mak-
ing friends or doesn’t have a group he can hang 
out with, perhaps he could begin to be a leader 
among artsy students, with whom he might feel 
more comfortable hanging out. You can do ath-
letic things as a family – go hiking, or have his 
dad play catch with him. That wouldn’t send the 
signal that you want to change who he is.

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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