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Hints smooth
passport process

Dear Readers: Getting a United States PASS-
PORT for the first time can be a little overwhelm-
ing, yet it’s exciting and an important first. Here
are some hints to help:

* First, the application. You can find these on-
line or at any passport acceptance facility, pass-
port agency and most post offices. DON’T sign
the application until you submit it in person.

e Get two passport photos; there are photo-
processing stores that do this. You must follow
the guidelines.

* Submit the application in person. You can go
to the post office, public library or other state,
county, township or municipal government of-
fice, according to the U.S. Department of State.
Some locations accept passport applications by
appointment only; call first to be sure.

e When submitting your application, bring
passport photos, proof of U.S. citizenship (a cer-
tified birth certificate, naturalization certificate
or certificate of citizenship), proper identifica-
tion (driver’s license, government or military ID,
naturalization certificate), a copy of that identifi-
cation and the fee.

* Processing can take a while, so make sure you
get your passport well ahead of travel dates.

* There also is a passport card, which costs less
than a passport. It is valid for entering the United
States from Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean and
Bermuda at land border crossings or sea ports of
entry, according to the State Department. It is not
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“No, it’s actually pretty good.”
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Blondie ® Chic Young

IT'S FABULOUS, BUT [ DON'T KNOW
IF I SHOULD SPLURGE ON SUCH AN
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QUICK CLEAN
Dear Readers: Having a hard time getting your
preschooler to help put toys away after playing?
Put like toys in bins. Once everything is orga-
nized, make it a game! See if your child is able to
put the toys in the correct bin. Don’t forget to be
encouraging! — Heloise
TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: Four of us were going to Las Ve-
gas for a week. Instead of paying baggage fees,
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SAFE MAILING
Dear Heloise: Someone recently suggested
crumpled-up (dirty) newsprint for sending pack-
ages. I use plastic grocery bags, blown up and
tied. These weigh nothing and are cleaner. — Au-
drey in California
(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.
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CRUISE REALLY LIKED WARMONGERING, I'D
SAY PEOPLE MIGHT CALL TOM A HAWK.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals T
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mond suit. Either rebid puts you in the minimum
opening range, but the immediate heart raise has
the merit of indicating that most of your cards are

M THINKING ABT HEAH. I WNANT TO TLLNEED AN in diamonds and hearts. This in turn suggests that
MABE GETTINGAJOB DESIGN SKATEEOARDS APARTMENT INLA. you have shortness in spades and/or clubs.

THIS SUMMER. FOR TONY HAWK ! 4 ANDA REASONABLY 4. Three hearts. Partner will expect you to have

COOLCAR BUTTHE four trumps for the jump-raise, but when you

RESTOF MY show up with 18 high-card points and the A-K-

INCOME COULD 10 of trumps, he may find it in his heart to forgive

GO TONARD you for having only three. Unfortunately, there

simply isn’t any better bid available. So while it

may be argued that three hearts is not a perfect
bid, it nevertheless comes closer than anything
else you can do to picture the potential of your
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