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. Dr. Brothers: My wife and I want to have a
Beetle Balley * Mort Walker baby. The problem is, she wants to schedule the

THE WIND BLEW I THINK WE CAN birth. While I think this is impossible, she’s con-
US OUT OVER MAKE IT TO THAT vinced we can do it. She wants a Valentine’s Day
THE WATER / BEACH OVER baby, so our conception date is planned. This is @ﬁ;f;ﬂe .
driving me nuts, and I am worried about perfor- ‘

. i famiyoirovs com
mance anxiety. What can I do? — C.W. py ,
Dear C.W.: It sounds as though you feel like Shouldn’t they have c')(?,lored the
you don’t have much power in this relationship, clovers green:
but in reality you hold all the cards — your wife

will not have much recourse if you decide not Conceptis sud.0k:u e Dave Green

to cooperate with her ill-conceived scheme. The

187

M simple fact is that while there are many tools for 5 4 7
3-17 planning conception and the date of delivery, the
chances of everything working out just the way 9 1 2 8 g
you want are slim to none. Unless there is a medi- s
Blondie ® Chic Young call reason to s.ched.ule a birth, your wife’§ doctor 7 9 _g
might take a dim view of doing such a thing, and &
WHO WOULD észgg&s'vrgﬁoé : ODNT DAG|  the odds of the due date falling on Valentine’s Day 3 7 4 8 £
3 Eﬁi; ;w;,“‘ H — and the baby cooperating — are rather slim. =
E GREEN | CARPOOL %{ If your wife is fortunate enough to get preg- 7 1 <
8 / COULD ACT o nant, it will be easy to calculate a due date, so 8 3 9 6 £
g NUTTIER THgN she will have months to get used to an alternative 2
s MY OFFICE to her master plan. Even then, a due date is ap- 1 3 £
§ proximate. It sounds as though your wife could &
£ use prenatal classes to bring her up to speed on 4 8 7 5 é”
£ the realities of pregnancy. In any case, there’s no 5
; E reason you caq’t have a special Valentine’s Day 7 9 4 z
« HEY, | H ;: — celebrating either a new baby or a soon-to-be- k— parere 317 °
MLVAEEE%'\:\JD ‘rIlEFlo;gg?TVl = 3 born one. If neither is appropriate, you still can /ety Level
: ) A7 H ¢ celebrate your lqve and the hopes you have. For ¢ is alogic-based num- [8]3]5]7]2[4]9[1]6
. ) now, tell your wife you are excited to embark on ber placement puzzle. 7/2|/9|6/1|8|3|5|4]:
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne this journey with her, and leave the rest to fate. The goal is to enter a num- | 1.61419 3 5[7 2|8
. V : - Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband says 'm mi- 4., 1.9 ineachcellinwhich |217.8[5/6[1]4[3 /2]
THE KINGS TELLHIM To cromanaging our 7-year-old’s education, when I, ./ 5/1/314/8/216|9/7}
TAX COLLECTOR ~ COME IN AND HE'D RATHER : ~ : each row, column and 3x3 151476131791 8|5
think I’'m just being a concerned parent. We have ; : :
WILL HAVE To SIT POWN WAI'T OUTSIDE : regionmust contain only one §
117 i 6/9/2(8|4/3|5/7[1]
WAIT LINTIL the means to send our son to a highly respected ;,«10nce of each numeral. al5M1(2l97l86/3
IM FINISHED private school W{th the best tea(':hers, but [ think 74, solution to the last 387151612149
HEI they could be doing more. I believe a parent has o Lovel A% o

i . 5 Sudoku puzzle is at right. T
every right to suggest what should be included in

her child’s curriculum. People are telling me to

butt out. Who’s right? — L.G. Crsr toaui
Dear L.G.: It must be very interesting to have p q p

a young child and watch him learn, grow and ma-

ture. Although there are fewer mandates for pri-

vate schools when it comes to curriculum, there F P Q Q MFH O C N L G MD LDPHE J

probably are very-well-thought-out plans all the

. . hers in each grade h her for your
Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters Zehaﬁbd% lseduifﬁolia/fuhifgﬁutyff/f t sifl;g(;st)i/(())rl:s DINBBT BHVIZ ENDRMOCIDHOC,
[WHAT'S MOM | WRITING | WELL: AT LEAST WE Y WE GOT NO TRUCK, | . i is more fkely your bect way of helpng i
Do P A SONG, KNOW \T WON'T AND 40U AND T to give your son’s teachers the most information H'Z FNT Q IM Q BJ] R H CKG

“AVE ALL OUR LE@S. you can about his interests, abilities, difficulties @
and dreams. The better they know him, the more

individualized attention they can give him. LNBB GMR N KNEV.
There is a fine line between accepting the Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN TENDING TO

school’s expertise, and “butting out.” If you

schedule a meeting with the teacher and the prin- UNWANTED PLANTS AROUND GARDEN ROWS,
cipal, who can better explain the institution’s YOU’RE PROBABLY WEEDING BETWEEN THE

educational philosophy, you may be less anxious
about your son’s academic success. Volunteer- LINES

ing to help in class or with activities also would TOday,S Crypt()qlﬂp C]lle' Q equals P

help convince the school you are there to help,

sauy Forth ® Gre g Howard not criticize. I’'m sure the school appreciates in-
volved parents and has earned its great reputation crossword ® Eugene Sheffer

BE COUNTR4.

LI\(J)OK AT ALLI:I'HIS STUFF YOU WROTE A Q}O\Q/ﬁw VEBLEING 9 'g NE‘XEE )\'\(/;;NT' TO BE TIED DOWN by doing a good job educating each student.
IN YOUR COLLEGE - i BY IAGE... i i ACROSS 42 Eggs 2 Past 22 Emana-
JOURNAL, SAL! PLEASE PUT THAT PHOTOJOURNALIST... i( HEY, WHO WANTS () 2011 by King Features Syndicate 1 Existed 44 Sl%gv down 3 Relating tion
- > ONSENSE AWAY, E{/g?,?QN;E—;?OﬁIXZLVOERREY “;3 A'IP Tﬁé;& Brid. eesS Beck 4 Homeless 46 Carnauba to mean- 23 Pirates’
; TED. POSSIBLE OPPOR/TUNITY v E PARK2! g teve Becker child plant ings of quaff
P~ o ; ~ ) IN is;outh dealer. 8 “That was 50 Opposed words 27 Part of
/ : ORLANDO2! oth sides vulnerable. close!” to 4 Desired DJIA
A ,7 A\ s 2KQ6 12 Candle 51 “Sesame 5 Stern- 29 Showing
§ 7 [of ™ \ : PR count Street” ward off one’s
. A9 ,!/ ‘\ 3 #8542 13 Frizzy favorite 6 Rainbow learning
A : § . M\ 3 Q‘IY)E7Sg2 ’}aggz 5 hairdo 52 Huge 7 Concen- 30 Always
A 2o s ’///// i v Y083 14 Frost 56 Suitor trate 31 Make
17 I /5\5 ‘E ¢ ! // H PO MALE 15 Affection- 57 West (on) one’s way
- ] S B Ve SOUTH ate Pointteam 8 Early 33 GED
N . aA 17 Satan’s 58 Gilbert & show candidate
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts ://21(() 10752 specialty Sullivan 9 Apiary 35 Prevent
~ ®*AKQ6 18 lllustra- princess structure 38 Actress
I HAVE TOo SToP N I TAKE 1T IF Yo ohe bidding: = orth East tions 59 Unsur- 10 Eastern Longoria
HERE FoR A SEC You'vVE THEN U BRE 2&%  Pass 24* Pass 19 Corrupt passable potentate 40 Rots
B%EN HERE YOU'RE AK IT é: Pass 39 Pass 21 Savings 60 Chows 11 Reminder 43 Aquarium
EFORE A .. * strong, artificial ** waiting overseer down of a buildup
g = ~& TODD PR%ABLY Opening lead — jack of clubs. 24 — 61 Police Wh|pp|ng 45 Heavy
2 b - : o generis officer 16 Noah’s weight
o \:ﬁ AL All A Time for G?Vmg 25 Trench craft 46 Jimmy
< el . too often, a result that is really due to poor
g ¥ play is blamed on bad luck. These are the hands 26 Flop DOWN , 20 Crony XVhO wrote
K 1 & that have been known to drive many a dumm 28 New York 1 Kids’ card 21 Cereal Mac-
S Y = . y y town game choice Arthur
N o to drmk: . i named for Park”
g 3 7 , Here is a prime example. South bid the excel- a former Solution time: 25 mins. 47 Sheltered
i e ( ) =7 e | lent heart sl'am after North had shown modest senator 48 Yuletide
) Vageslby raising E’ three heartsl. b lead with th 32 Saharan 49 Actress
e . eclarer won the opening club lead with the 34 Unrul Sorvino
Zits * Jim Borgman & JePPy Scott ace and immediately cashed the A-K of hearts. crowdy 53 Prime
EREM = / The failure of the queen to fall did not yet con- 36 “— Only meridian
aAVETC“;LWDE‘ﬁAOUU T WELL,IF WHATS MORE DI%E %WUVI‘Y@;—TTED cern South, since if the opposing clubs were di- Just hrs.
HALFADOZEN o DIR YA THAN LOOKING ((O“U ORDON > vided 3-2, he could still get home safely by even- Begun” 54 Altar
TIMESTHAT NE WERENT VERY EBYE éNODNgATIIlENﬁ'lGWHETﬂEL T tually using dummy’s fourth club as an entry to 37 l\/:other; ?ffirma-
- . of-pear ive
WERE COING OUT LT e 18" 72 3 thilécc()zr((i)iﬁlsglf;,d geszclarer cashed the ace of spades 39 Bankroll 55 Upper
and then played the king of clubs. But when East 41 Lair limit
" showed out and refused to ruff either the king or =53 7 0 11
i the queen, South could no longer make the slam.
South was quick to blame the defeat on the
“terrible” divisions in hearts and clubs, but the
outcome was actually his own fault. With proper
play, the contract is a virtual laydown from the

outset.
To assure 12 tricks, all declarer has to do is be :-

willing to lose a trick to the queen of hearts. After 30 |31
E }(I'EEI{OEQ’E’ winning the first club, he should cash the heart
'« and spade aces and then lead a low heart to the

nine.

Regardless of who wins the trick or how the
suit is divided, South cannot be stopped from
sooner or later entering dummy with the jack of
hearts to discard a club and a diamond on the K-Q
of spades. It is true that this approach will cost an
overtrick if the trumps are divided 2-2, but that is
a small price to pay for ensuring a small slam.
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