
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 3/14

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 3/11

Famous Hand
Today’s deal arose in a team contest at the 1999 

Fall North American Bridge Championships. It 
features a play that is beautiful in its simplicity 
but that would occur to very few players. 

At both tables, the contract was four spades. 
It might seem, in looking at all four hands, that 
declarer must go down one, losing two diamonds, 
a heart and a spade – and that is exactly what hap-
pened when the deal was first played. 

South won the opening club lead with dum-
my’s ace and led a spade. When East showed out, 
declarer put up the ace and, for lack of anything 
better to do, led another spade. West won and 
shifted to a diamond, whereupon the defenders 
collected their two diamond tricks and played a 
third diamond, ruffed by South. East later scored 
a heart trick to sink the contract. 

At the other table, after the same opening lead, 
the declarer, Margaret Williams, found an elegant 
way to give herself an extra chance if she had to 
lose a spade trick. Instead of leading a spade at 
trick two, she led a diamond! 

At first blush, one might wonder what possible 
difference this could make in the outcome, but 
the answer was soon forthcoming. In practice, 
East won the diamond with the ace and contin-
ued with the queen and another diamond, ruffed 
by South. 

Williams now played the ace of spades and, 
upon learning that West had a trump trick com-
ing, cashed the A-K of hearts before conceding 
a spade to West’s king. West then had to return a 
diamond or a club, allowing South to discard her 
remaining heart as she ruffed in dummy, and the 
contract was home. 

Observe that once declarer led a diamond at 
trick two, there was nothing they could do to de-
feat her. If the defense shifted to a heart after tak-
ing the first diamond, Williams could win, play a 
second diamond, win the heart return and ruff a 
diamond to achieve the same position.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband is painfully 
shy. He doesn’t like to go out, and lots of people 
don’t even know he exists! We’ve been married 
five years, and every time I go out with friends, 
they ask where he is. Some take offense, thinking 
he feels he’s too good for them – but he’s not like 
that. He’s sweet and kind. Is there anything I can 
do to get him to overcome his shyness? – L.J.

Dear L.J.: It doesn’t sound like this is hope-
less – after all, you managed to get close enough 
to fall in love and get married! And it could be he 
has a number of friends of his own, with whom 
he feels more comfortable. If you and your 
friends are very outgoing, it may simply be too 
overwhelming for your husband to join the fes-
tivities. Because he is shy, he might find the idea 
of socializing rather terrifying. You are right not 
to bully him into participating, but do invite him 
along in case he may want to come sometime.

You don’t owe any apologies to friends for your 
husband’s absence – unless you are expecting 
them to fulfill his role when you go out without 
him. It’s good you aren’t giving up your social life 
because of his shyness, but make sure you are not 
spending so much time apart that it affects your 
marriage. If you find yourselves growing apart or 
not being aware of what is going on in the other’s 
world, you may want to spend some time alone to 
rekindle the intimacy. Perhaps one day you will 
start a family – an act known for bringing shy 
dads out of their shells as they discover the world 
along with their children.

Dear Dr. Brothers: Help! I’m jealous of a 
boat! My husband finally saved up enough to buy 
a little fishing boat, and I think he’s in love with 
it. I hardly have seen him since the morning he 
got it, as he lovingly painted the name “Roxy” on 
it. He’s built a carport specifically to house it, and 
I swear I heard him talking to it before we went to 
bed last night. What is wrong with him? – T.F.

Dear T.F.: I see you are perplexed about your 
husband’s new “love.” You probably thought 
those feelings were reserved for you and family 
members. It sounds like you indeed have compe-
tition, since Roxy is taking the time you shared 
with your husband and he is investing a lot of 
emotion in his boat. And it isn’t even fishing time 
yet – just wait till he gets out on the water with 
his new “girlfriend”! No wonder you are wonder-
ing if you will be replaced by a thing. 

Although being materialistic is not politically 
correct, the authors of a recent study published by 
the Journal of Consumer Research found that be-
ing in love with a car or firearm could ease own-
ers’ loneliness. They also pointed to some owners 
calling cars pet names, making love-at-first-sight 
impulsive purchases and demonstrating “passion, 
intimacy and commitment.” All of which goes to 
show that you are not alone! All you can do at 
this point is admire his new love object and join 
him next time he goes fishing!

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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