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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: A slight chance of
rain and snow showers after 1
a.m. Increasing clouds, with a
low around 32. South wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph. Chance
of precipitation is 20 percent.

Tuesday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 59. South wind 5to 10
mph becoming north.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 34. Northeast
wind 5 to 10 mph becoming
south.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 78. South wind
between 10 and 15 mph.

Wednesday Night: Partly
cloudy, with a low around 41.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 64.

Thursday Night: Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 30.

Friday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 58.

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 34.

Saturday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy and
breezy, with a high near 65.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy and
breezy, with a low around 44.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Partly sunny and breezy, with a

Mixed martial arts event
coming to Colby this weekend

From “EVENT,” Page 1

Randy Lang asked him to help out, and when he

said. A fight ends when one fighter gets the other in
a joint lock or choke hold. Fighters can tap out or the

referee can decide a winner.

There are six weight classes: lightweight, welter-
weight, middle, light heavy, heavy and super heavy.
Gaytan said there will be at least 20 fighters — and
possibly as many as 24 — including Danny Mainus
and Nick Kriss from Colby. The other fighters come

from around the country.

The Community Building will be set up with a
cage in the center, he said. It will have a blue corner
and a red corner for the two opposing fighters. A ring
announcer will introduce each fighter with music

and a walk-in under a spotlight.

came to Colby, he liked the community and he liked
the Community Building as a fight venue.
“This venue is a promoter’s dream,” he said.

Gaytan said he needed a venue that could seat sev-

security.

Gaytan, who is from Colorado, said promoter

eral thousand spectators and have a good place for
the cage and other equipment. People will be coming
in from around the area just for the event, he said.

Tickets, $25 each or $50 for VIP table seats, can
be purchased at the Sports Shoppe or at www.cross-
thelinemma.com.

Although the promoters made no official request
for a beer license, the Colby City Council voted not
to allow alcohol sales at the event. The promoters
have hired two Colby police officers to help provide

From “CAUGHT,” Page 1

ficers and deputies caught the
man who ran north and confis-
cated the Trailblazer, which was
towed to the Law Enforcement
Center.

Jones said a witness saw the
other two men get picked up by
a car, a dirty dark-colored Nis-
san passenger car, in front of
Colby Implement, but police
have not been able to find it.

Fingerprints from the arrest-
ed man identified him as John
Fredy Prieto. Jones said he de-

Man caught stealing
from collector’s show

clined to talk without a lawyer.

The police got a search war-
rant for the Trailblazer and
found the stolen cases inside,
along with items from other
gun and coin shows around the
country. Jones said the depart-
ment believes nothing was taken
from the cases before they were
recovered, and the owner will
help inventory the contents.

Jones said the department
would like to thank the citizens
and the other agencies that as-
sisted. The investigation is con-
tinuing.

Pension trade-off causes state education funding arguments

From “PENSION,” Page 1

changing annual pension contri-
butions to spend tax money on
infrastructure, social services and
other immediate uses. .

Now, the yawning pension gap
finally seems to be setting off
alarms in state capitols. Officials
confronting a broader state fiscal
crisis are considering a wide range
of action, led by newly-elected
governors like Brownback who
campaigned on putting their states
on sound financial ground.

Despite strong resistance from
public employee unions, many
states are considering changing
their retirement benefits. In New
Jersey, Republican Gov. Chris
Christie and legislative leaders are
proposing to end automatic cost-
of-living adjustments and roll
back pension increases granted a
decade ago.

Massachusetts is considering
raising retirement ages. California
Gov. Jerry Brown, among others,
has proposed increasing workers’
contributions. A Kansas House

ticular level of benefits when they
retire. But it may be only a matter
of time until that change comes,
says Barry Poulson, a retired Uni-
versity of Colorado economist
who advises conservative think
tanks like the American Legisla-
tive Exchange Council, which
have been promoting the change.

“You’re essentially at a point
there where there’s no way you
can sustain that kind of plan,” he
said of states struggling with tra-
ditional defined-benefit pensions.
Most private employers have al-
ready made the switch because
they “quite simply decided they
couldn’t afford them.”

In most cases, the changes states
are exploring now would only pre-
vent their funding problem from
getting worse, not actually fix it.
But Kansas, ranked as having the
second-most underfunded pen-
sion system of all states, is one of
the few that plans to actually start
paying down the deficit now. That
would bolster the pension fund
faster but also worsening the bat-
tering schools, and other services

annual contribution to teacher
pensions, paid for by cutting base
state aid to its 289 school districts
by $232 per student, dropping it to
the same level as a decade ago.

In the view of many educators,
a pension debt owed to them is
being paid with money from their
own pockets.

“The state has an obligation, in
our opinion, to do both,” said Alan
Cunningham, schools superinten-
dent in Dodge City.

But Brownback and his aides

contend the state is stuck. They
say that when economic times
were better, school districts hired
new teachers and paid them bet-
ter, increasing the state’s pension
costs. Now, they say, the bill is
coming due.

And some taxpayers are irritat-
ed by the idea of funding teacher
benefits that are better than what
they have.

“There’s a matter of funda-
mental fairness to the rest of the
population,” Ken Daniel, a con-

1.0CAL TV LISTINGS

struction company executive, told
legislators last week.

Educators and administrators
say the funding shift will exact a
toll on schools, although the num-
ber of teacher layoffs couldn’t be
estimated because the decisions
are made by each school board.
Teaching staffs have shrunk 3 per-
cent already in the past few years.

Some educators feel conflicted,
saying future retirees shouldn’t be
benefiting at the expense of chil-
dren and working teachers now.
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