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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 1/27

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 1/26

The Long-Range View
At the start of play, declarer must sometimes 

visualize a point much later on when he hopes to 
establish an impregnable position. This type of 
thinking is usually needed to lay the groundwork 
for an elimination play.

Here is a typical case. Declarer is in six spades, 
and West leads the king of clubs. South sees at 
once that the outcome hinges on whether he loses 
one diamond trick or two.

Declarer’s first thought, of course, is that he 
could rely on a successful diamond finesse to 
bring home the slam. But this is not a particularly 
good prospect, considering that West overcalled 
with two clubs and is therefore highly likely to 
have the king of diamonds.

So South starts thinking about how to avoid the 
diamond finesse. And, somewhere in the course 
of his cogitations, it occurs to him that he might 
be able to endplay West and force a favorable re-
turn.

Accordingly, South ruffs the king of clubs, 
cashes the A-K of trumps, ruffs another club, 
cashes the K-A of hearts and ruffs a heart in dum-
my. Then, having eliminated hearts from both 
hands, South next eliminates dummy’s clubs. He 
plays the ace of clubs, discarding a diamond, and 
leads dummy’s last club, the seven.

East discards a heart, and now South, instead of 
ruffing the club, discards another diamond! West 
wins the club – it is now trick number nine – but 
must then return a diamond into South’s A-Q or 
yield a ruff-and-discard. Either way, the slam is 
home, and South’s planning at trick one pays the 
maximum dividend at trick 10.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have three boys, ages 5, 
6 and 9, all very different. The oldest is quiet and 
serious like his dad, one is a free spirit like me, 
and the middle one is sort of overly emotional. He 
lets things bother him and is sometimes picked on 
because the kids, his brothers and others, seem to 
think it is funny to see him cry or run to Mommy. 
I hate to keep rescuing him, but I feel sorry for 
him, too. How do I get turn this around? – G.C.

Dear G.C.: It seems your middle child is a bit 
of a mystery, at least to his parents. He’s not like 
you and he’s not like your husband. And he’s sure 
not like his brothers. You can’t see yourselves in 
him, so you don’t understand him as well as you 
do the others. And it seems your son is having 
trouble finding his place in the family and his 
peer group. The typical middle child, one hears, 
is sometimes left behind and forgotten, suffering 
from a lack of attention. Many turn to whining, 
pouting, throwing tantrums or making trouble to 
get the attention they feel they are lacking. So the 
description of “crybaby” isn’t surprising.

It may be there is a straightforward fix. Treat 
him as an individual – he’s going to be more 
emotionally sensitive than the other kids – and 
single him out for some one-on-one quality time. 
Leave the brothers at home and explore some of 
his favorite places and activities. See if the extra 
private time makes him less needy. He needs to 
feel confident at home before he can stand up for 
himself at school. And you need to read the riot 
act to his brothers about picking on him. If you’ve 
gone along with letting the boys sort things out, 
it’s time for a little intervention here.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My family has had to 
move into our travel trailer because we lost our 
home to foreclosure. With both of us working 
part time, we are having a hard time feeling like 
we have a normal family life. The kids are in el-
ementary school, and we have tried to make this 
seem like a fun adventure, but I don’t know if 
they are buying it. It seemed fun the first week, 
but now they want their rooms back. We can’t 
move for a while. Help! – B.N.

Dear B.N.: You are very brave to take on this 
challenging set of circumstances and try to pass 
off being homeless as an adventure, but it is un-
likely this will succeed for long, as you are find-
ing out. I am sure it is difficult to feel you are let-
ting down your kids or putting them in physical 
or emotional jeopardy by not having a real home 
to go to after school. But I bet if you look at their 
schoolmates, you would see others in the same 
sort of situation, so they needn’t feel alone. This 
probably is little comfort at the moment, but if 
kids can feel that others understand what they are 
going through, it makes things a little easier.

After putting all your resources into finding 
a solution to your living situation, you may feel 
drained and like you don’t have much left for the 
kids. But if at all possible, let them continue with 
normal after-school and weekend activities, and 
spend plenty of time outdoors and with nature. 
Let them know your situation is temporary and 
you are all going to need to pull together and care 
for one another. They may need reassurance they 
will have a little extra love and attention now, and 
that everything really is going to be OK.

	    (c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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