
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 1/24

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 1/21

Famous Hand
This deal occurred during the annual South 

American bridge championship some years ago. 
The bidding was opened by the Venezuelan South 
with two spades – strong but nonforcing – and 
was followed by three passes.

West made the normal opening heart lead. De-
clarer cashed the A-K of hearts and led another 
heart, ruffed in dummy with the eight and over-
ruffed by East with the nine. East shifted to the 
ace and another club, ruffed by South with the 
deuce.

South led another heart, won by West with the 
jack as dummy and East discarded clubs. West 
returned a low diamond to the Q-K-A, and de-
clarer exited with a diamond, producing this po-
sition with East on lead and South needing four 
more tricks:

East returned the ten of clubs. Declarer ruffed 
with the seven, and West (Carlos Cabanne of Ar-
gentina) underruffed with the three! South led the 
six of hearts, ruffed by West with the four as East 
discarded a diamond. Declarer then ruffed West’s 
diamond return with the ten of spades but had to 
concede a trump trick to East for down one.

Now let’s suppose Cabanne had not under-
ruffed in the diagrammed position but had instead 
discarded the nine of diamonds. In that case, he 
would have been forced to ruff declarer’s heart 
lead at trick 10 and return a trump through East’s 
K-J, allowing South to make the contract.

True, only a partscore was involved, but Ca-
banne should at least have been awarded a small 
distinguished-service medal!
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Dear Dr. Brothers: It was not supposed to 
happen. I was favored to win the race at my field 
club. But though I was better according to prac-
tice times, when it came time for the start, I was 
paralyzed and lost time I never made up. I know I 
could have beaten everyone. This was a few years 
ago, so I have moved on to other victories, but I 
am wondering what makes people choke. – B.H.

Dear B.H.: Choking is common in just about 
any endeavor. But where we notice it the most 
is in sports – where everyone is watching, while 
they look at our record and statistics, and decide 
what we “should” be able to accomplish. Scien-
tists have tried to study the phenomenon of chok-
ing to break down why and how it happens. The 
results show that pressure is a big part of it, as are 
overthinking, analyzing every move and trying to 
be in control of all aspects of the outcome. 

Choking starts in the head. We want to succeed, 
especially when we know we can. Overthinking 
can be bad when it interferes with performance, 
and so can not practicing under stressful condi-
tions, according to research by a University of 
Chicago scientist who took on the topic in a new 
book. Whether you have the cultural OK to suc-
ceed is important as well – if you’re a girl and 
happen to race against boys, you’re likely to feel 
you can’t win because society has told you boys 
are better runners. Visualize that idea away!

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have hurt someone’s 
feelings, and don’t know how to deal with it. I 
am sensitive myself, so I can’t understand how 
I mistook my cleaning woman’s situation, but I 
offered her some clothing I was going to take to a 
donation center. I thought she and her kids could 
possibly use it. She refused and started to cry, 
said she didn’t need charity. What do I do now? 
I’ve employed her for five years. – S.R.

Dear S.R.: They say no good deed goes unpun-
ished, and it’s often the case that well-meaning 
people find their good intentions lost in recrimi-
nations when others take offense. Perhaps in the 
past you donated clothing to a worker in your 
home with different results. You perhaps have a 
stereotype that says cleaning people are poor and 
will appreciate a handout. That could be far from 
the truth. Even on the low end of the economic 
scale, many people with a job would be uncom-
fortable taking clothing from an employer. 

Your problem is that you didn’t understand 
your cleaning woman’s circumstances or mind-
set. The only thing you can do now is say you 
are sorry you misunderstood her needs, let her 
know you didn’t mean to embarrass her, and go 
on with your relationship. You have nothing to be 
ashamed of and I imagine that your cleaning lady 
will want to move on as well. If you really want 
to help her, focus on her work – perhaps a raise or 
improvement in benefits could be arranged.

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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Why did she
mess up chance?

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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