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VISIT
9-5 Mon. - Fri.
1-5 Sat. & Sun.

Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays

• World Class Kuska Collection
• Kansas KIDS Corner
• Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder 
   of KS Architecture
• Hands on 
   HIGH PLAINS HISTORY  

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin • Colby, KS 67701 • 1/4 mile N. 
of I-70 between exits 53 & 54 • 785 460-4590

prairiem@st-tel.net  •  www.prairiemuseum.org

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

I-70... “Main Street Across Kansas”

...KS!  The Oasis on the Plains.

Colby Visitor’s Center • Prairie Museum of Art & History
Biggest Barn--Cooper Barn • Historic Thomas County 

Courthouse • NWKS Extension-Research Center Colby 
Community College • Santa City • Colby Aquatic Park

Colby Convention & Visitor’s Bureau
350 S. Range #10, Colby KS  67701

  785-460-7643      cvb@thomascounty.com     800-611-8835

I-70 EXITS 53 & 54

Colby museum busy with exhibits, events
By Tomi Miller

Colby Free Press
colby.society@nwkansas.com

The Kansas Prairie Museum of Art and His-
tory has been busy this year with new exhibits 
and new programs. 

“We have everything pretty much mapped 
out, but we are always planning new things to 
do,” said Anne Minor, staff at the museum.

In January the museum brought in the Anne 
Frank exhibit, a traveling display from New 
York City, that opened alongside the mu-
seum’s permanent exhibit, Over Here, Over 
There. The exhibit is in remembrance of sol-
diers, sailors and Marines who served in WWI 
to the present and contained artifacts and in-
formation about the people who served from 
northwest Kansas. 

The Prairie Museum has also hosted sev-
eral school groups from Thomas County who 
came to see the traveling and permeant exhib-
its. 

“We want as many kids as possible to at-
tend, so kids from Thomas County had free 
admission,” Minor said.

The museum also had monthly lunch talks 
sponsored by the Kansas Humanities Coun-
cil. Most of the lunches had a military themes, 
such as “Kansas Forts” and “Women in the 
Civil War,” to go with the Over Here, Over 
There exhibit.

The museum just completed the Prairie Fair 
on May 6. The event brought in students from 
around the region for activities throug out the 
day. The theme this year was community.

One upcoming exhibit will include student 
art from Thomas County schools  throughout 
May and June. Girl Scouts throughout North-
west Kansas are going to the museum for a 
day of activities this summer.

The museum also has high hopes to rebuild 
the sod house; due to wear and tear throughout 
the years it is in need of repairs. Also, the ag-
riculture exhibit is in the plans to be redone.

The giant Cooper Barn and the 1800s 
church are popular places for people to have 

weddings. The museum is used frequently for 
different club meetings and family reunions.

With this year’s plans already underway, 
the museum hopes to have another successful 
year with new exhibits and programs for the 
citizens of northwest Kansas and travelers on 
Interstate 70.

Part of the Prairie Museum’s Prairie Fair 
was a session in the museum’s one-room 
schoolhouse.

Don’t need it? Sell it
in the classifieds Call (785) 462-3963 or (785) 899-2338
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