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Tax on cars figured on averages
By Karen Krien

The Saint Francis Herald
karen.k@nwkansas.com

When people get their vehicle license re-
newal notice in the mail, many just shake 
their head at how much it is, then pay the bill. 
Most never stop to wonder how the numbers 
are figured.

The bills can be high because you’re not just 
paying to register your car or truck, but the 
year’s personal property taxes on the value of 
the vehicle as well. Kansas gave up on taxing 
most personal property years ago; it still taxes 
trailer, boats, recreational vehicles and some 
other property, but not household goods. 

The state shifted payment of the tax on 
vehicles to the licensing process because it’s 
easier to get the money that way. Owners 

can’t get tags unless they pay the tax.
The state sets a registration fee for every 

vehicle, old or new, said Dolores Jenik, Chey-
enne County treasurer. Car owners pay a $35 
fee while pickups are $45.

Jeannine Koranda, spokeswoman for the 
Kansas Department of Revenue, said the 2011 
levies (which the figures below are taken 
from) were figured using the 2009 valuations 
in each county. The state figures an average 
levy for vehicle valuation, so everyone in 
the county pays the same on a similar car or 
truck.

Vehicle values are assessed as a percent-
age of the average market value of the car or 
truck. As the vehicle ages, the value drops and 
the tax is less. The state sets uniform values 
for all vehicles.

The state’s director of property valuation 

sets the motor vehicle average tax levy for 
each county. Decatur and Wallace counties 
have the highest total tax levies in this area, 
while Sherman and Cheyenne have the low-
est.

In 2011, the Decatur County vehicle 
tax levy was 138.948; in County Wallace, 
138.562; Norton, 124.942; Sheridan, 124.257; 
Thomas, 122.667; Rawlins, 121.171; Sher-
man, 103.484; Cheyenne, 81.911; and Logan, 
121.258.

Since northwest Kansas is a farming area, 
we asked the cost of property taxes when pur-
chasing a license for a 2011 Ford XLT pickup 
that cost $40,000 new in seven northwest 
Kansas counties.

It is important to consider, when purchas-
ing a car or truck, knowing what the person-
al property taxes on it will be, as each year, 

you’ll pay taxes on it. 
If you’re thinking about going to Cheyenne 

County to register your car, Koranda said, 
don’t bother unless you own property in the 
county – and the vehicle stays there most of 
the time.

The cost estimates varied quite a bit. Taxes 
for the Ford pickup are as listed below by the 
Department of Revenue, rounded off to the 
nearest dollar:

Decatur County: $797.
Wallace County: $795.
Norton County: $717.
Sheridan County: $713.
Thomas County: $704.
Rawlins County: $695.
Sherman County: $593.
Cheyenne County: $470.
Logan County: $695.


