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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 12/01

Dear Heloise: I love to cook with FRESH ON-
ION AND GARLIC on Sundays. That way, I 
will have good food already prepared when I get 
home after working during the week. 

I have a hard time getting rid of food smells 
in the house. I’ve tried room sprays, burning in-
cense and candles, and opening windows. The 
smells hang on for several days. While home-
cooked food smells delicious when it’s being 
cooked, it’s not too great the next day. What can 
I do with lingering cooking smells? – Mary Ann 
in Brenham, Texas

Mary Ann, here are a couple of odor-eliminat-
ing hints:

• Put some orange, lemon or grapefruit slices in 
a pan filled with water, add a sprinkle of allspice, 
bring it to a boil, then simmer while cooking.

• Put a small bowl of apple-cider or white vin-
egar next to the stove when frying food. And be 
sure to turn on the vent fan during cooking.

In fact, vinegar is wonderful for all sorts of 
household hitches. I’ve put together my favor-
ite vinegar hints in a convenient pamphlet. To 
receive one, send $5 and a long, self-addressed, 
stamped (61 cents) envelope to: Heloise/Vinegar, 
P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 78279-5001. 
Warm vinegar will help remove limescale from a 
glass decanter. Pour enough in to cover, and let 
soak overnight. Scrub, and it should be sparkling 
once again. – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 210-HELOISE
E-mail: Heloise(at)Heloise.com    

PARSLEY HINT
Dear Heloise: Much of the parsley we purchase 

gets wasted. Here’s a hint to cut down on waste: 
Wash the parsley and drain it in a colander sever-
al hours or overnight with a paper towel covering 
it. (Or, wrap in paper towels and pat dry.) Divide 
and put half in the refrigerator in the vegetable 
bin and the other half in a freezer bag and freeze. 
For cooking, just cut off what you need. This also 
works well for cilantro; just make sure you label 
the bags! – Patricia in Harrison, Ark.

LETTER OF LAUGHTER
Dear Readers: Here is a letter of laughter from 

the Heloise Files. A reader wrote in:
“Years ago, when my daughter-in-law wanted 

to know how I made the icing on my son’s favor-
ite cake, I was glad to give her the recipe. I told 
her powdered sugar, butter and cocoa, mixed to 
spreading consistency with cold coffee. 

“You guessed it! She used coffee grounds! 
Later, my son said, ‘Mom, how long does it take 
for those grounds to dissolve?’ Bless his heart. 
He was trying to eat it without hurting her feel-
ings.” – Heloise

LOOSE RECIPE CARDS
Dear Heloise: I have a recipe book that I write 

recipes in. However, I had numerous recipes al-
ready written on cards. So, I taped half an en-
velope on the back inside cover of the book and 
placed the cards there. I wrote the recipes on the 
envelope for easy reference. – Sandra Harris in 
Colorado Springs, Colo.

(c)2010 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Ways to quell
kitchen odors

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/01

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

The Art of Good Salesmanship
A defender who makes it a practice to falsecard 

regularly – in an effort to fool the declarer – will 
sometimes wind up fooling his partner instead 
and so defeat the very purpose of the falsecard.     

However, there are hands where a defender 
can afford to deliberately deceive his partner – at 
the same time as he is trying to deceive declarer 
– because he knows that no harm, and perhaps 
some good, can come from his deceptive mea-
sures. Such situations are relatively rare, but they 
should be explored when the occasion arises. 

Consider this deal where, if you look at all four 
hands, it seems that the outcome is preordained. 
Declarer’s only losers are two hearts and a club, 
and he should therefore make four spades. But 
when the hand was played, South fell victim to a 
clever ruse by East and ended up down one. 

West led the king of hearts. East overtook the 
king with the ace and returned the deuce of hearts 
to West’s queen. West naturally assumed that his 
partner had started with the doubleton A-2 of 
hearts – which was exactly what East wanted him 
to think – so West continued with the ten of hearts 
at trick three. 

Declarer could now have made the contract by 
ruffing low in dummy, but he elected to ruff high 
because he was afraid East would overruff a low 
spade and defeat the contract. 

When East followed suit to the third round of 
hearts, declarer realized he’d been had, but it was 
too late to do anything about it. The damage had 
already been done, and East eventually scored a 
trump trick as well as the ace of clubs to sink the 
supposedly unbeatable game.

(c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker


