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Fort Hays
plans

madrigal

“Castles and feasting meet din-
ner theater” is one way to describe
a madrigal feast. During the Mid-
dle Ages and continuing into the
Renaissance, the Christmas season
was a time of great celebration.

Modern-day madrigal dinners
transport the audience to a medi-
eval or Renaissance ceremonial
feast.

Fort Hays State University’s
Madrigal Feaste will be held in
the Memorial Union on Friday
and Saturday, Dec. 3 and 4. Tick-
ets went on sale starting Nov.1 in
the union administrative office,
room 208.

“After Advent, a time of in-
trospection and fasting, elabo-
rate preparations were made for
a truly festive event,” said Bill
Smriga, director of the Memorial
Union. “It was a real celebration,
with eating, drinking, dancing and
even animals parading through the
great halls of castles and manor
houses.”

The event provided an opportu-
nity to visit and exchange news,
he said. After prayers in chapel
or at the table, trumpet fanfares
signaled the service of the courses
and dishes. Guests danced, told
stories and sang in enthusiastic
outbursts of merrymaking.

Madrigal singing began as en-
tertainment in Renaissance Italy.
It quickly spread throughout Eu-
rope and reached the height of its
popularity in Elizabethan Eng-
land, where several collections of
madrigals were printed in Queen
Elizabeth’s honor.

The fun continues today with
the Madrigal Feaste produced by
the Memorial Union and presented
in partnership with the Fort Hays
Singers, led by Choral Director
Terry Crull, assistant professor of
music. The effort began in 1964.

In recent years, audience mem-
bers have begun to get into the
Madrigal Feaste spirit as it has be-
come less formal. The dinner is a
family-friendly event, and visitors
are encouraged to “come in their
best Elizabethan outfit.”

For information, contact Smriga
at (785) 628-5307 or wsmriga@
fhsu.edu, or Crull at (785) 628-
4258 or tacrull@thsu.edu.

Men in tights!

Colby High School students paused to show off their
costumes (complete with tights) before play prac-
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tice last Thursday. The play, “The Canterbury Tales, 7:30 p.m. tonight at the high school auditorium with
Or... Geoffrey Chaucer’s Flying Circus,” opens at a second performance at 7:30 p.m. Friday.

KEVIN BOTTRELL/Colby Fre Press

Pruning, cleaning can get rid of iris pests

Taking action after the first hard freeze
can be an effective way to limit two com-
mon iris pests. Just getting rid of the plants’
dead leaves, however, may not be enough,
according to Ward Upham, horticulturist
with Kansas State University Research and
Extension.

Old iris foliage can and does serve as
an over-winter haven for the fungus that
causes iris leaf spot disease and the eggs
of a destructive insect called the iris borer.
As a result, removing irises’ post-season
debris can significantly reduce the numbers
on hand to attack the following spring, Up-
ham said.

“But, some of the earliest borer research
turned up additional facts that we some-
times forget,” he added. “In the 1930s, Cor-
nell University discovered iris borer moths
weren’t as selective as first thought. When
the females were ready to lay eggs each
fall, any roughened surface would do —
dead leaves, twigs, rusty nails, cloth, wood
chips, even wire screen.”

Iris leaf spot weakens plants and makes
them look ugly, Upham said, but iris borers
can cause deadly damage. Besides, just one
female borer moth can lay hundreds of eggs
every night, totaling more than 1,000 eggs
before she’s done. And, North Americans’

control efforts since the 1930s haven’t kept
the borer population in check.

Iris borers are a multiple threat, he said.
When the tiny, new larvae hatch in spring,
they chew their way up iris leaf margins.
Then they make a pinhead-size hole, enter
a leaf and eat their way back down on the
inside.

Not every borer makes it to soil level.
One theory is that iris borers eat each other,
too, Upham said. But, those that do can be
more than an inch long. They re able to bore
into and start mining their iris’ rhizome. Of-
ten, theyre also carrying the bacterium that
causes soft rot, which makes rhizomes soft,

slimy and foul-smelling.

“To limit their activity, as well as iris leaf
spot’s spread, we need to be doing a better
job of sanitation after freezing weather ar-
rives,” the horticulturist said. “Some com-
mercial growers burn their iris fields every
winter. But, I just remove everything near
or on my iris beds. I put down some new
mulch after the ground freezes.”

His removal includes any green iris
leaves that may remain. Contrary to popu-
lar opinion, they won’t be making food any
more. With the first freeze, iris rhizomes
shut down for winter, Upham said.

Farmers may want to consider tillage to relieve soil compaction

With harvest proceeding quick-
ly this fall, farmers have had time
to consider some fall tillage.

Since the preceding two fall
harvests were fairly wet, many
producers might be considering
deep tillage to alleviate soil com-
paction, said DeAnn Presley, a K-
State Research and Extension soil
management specialist.

Whether deep tillage will help
depends on soil conditions, she
added, and whether compaction is
limiting root development.

“In research studies, it is com-
monly concluded that deep tillage
is only beneficial if the zone of
compaction is truly root limiting,”

Presley said. “If it isn’t, deep till-
age probably won’t be of much
benefit.”

The only way to really know
if the compaction is limiting root
growth is to leave three to five un-
tilled strips through the field and
then compare the yields in those
areas to the tilled parts of the field
next year, she said.

If tillage is done when the soil is
too wet, Presley added, the zone
of compaction could be pushed
even deeper.

“To know if the soil is too wet
for tillage,” she said, “try to make
a ribbon out of the soil without
wetting it. If you can make a tex-
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Are you or someone you know caring for
an aging family member or friend?

A caregiver’s greatest challenge is
knowing what resources are available
locally and how to find them.

If you have caregiving questions, call your
Kansas Area Agency on Aging.

O
C%a% 1-866-457-2364 or visit www.kd4a.org

ture ribbon, it is too wet. Alterna-
tively, if you can roll out a ‘snake’
of soil by rubbing it between your
palms, it’s too wet.”

This is called plasticity, she
added, and if the soil is plastic, or
bendable, it can smear and com-
pact easily. Farmers will need to
test this to the entire depth they
want to till.

“Your goal is to create fracture,
so the soil has to be dry enough to
shatter, not smear,” she said. “To
see if you’re achieving this, dig be-
tween the shanks with a spade and
see if the soil is loosened. If you
bring up huge clods, the soil isn’t
shattering, and it would be bet-
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Do The Dead Speak?

He has captivated audiences worldwide on his internationally |
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acclaimed talk shows, “Crossing Over” & “Cross Country”.
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Don't miss this intimate evening with John Edward.

T’Gkﬂts, ... who will be there for you?

ter to wait until it’s drier. Straight
shanks are going to cause the least
amount of soil disturbance.”

Also, she said, keep in mind
that some areas may be more com-
pacted than others. Those might
not be ready for deep tillage at the
same time as the rest of the field
because compacted areas tend to
stay wetter longer.

“A case in point is a recent trip
that I made to a farm,” Presley
said. “I observed soil shattering
from deep tillage across the entire
30 inches between the shanks in
the average part of the field, but
in the end rows where the grain
cart was driven, I dug up clods
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LIVE!

Wichita, KS  Wednesday, Mar 16th - 7pm
The Orpheum Theatre

Reading not
guaranteed

Get Tickets at: www.JohnEdward.net or call: 316-755-SEAT
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o Wash your hands. Wash your
hands with soap and warm
water for 20 seconds. That's
about how long it takes to sing
Happy Birthday twice. If soap
and water are not available, use
alcohol-based hand sanitizer to
clean your hands.

Stay home. When you are sick,
stay home to avoid spreading
the bad bug.

STAYINFORMED AND STAY/AWARE!

Visit www.kdheks.gov for more information. O

KEEP THE
BAD BUG AWAY
FROM YOU!

o Cough or sneeze into your
elbow or a tissue
(not your hands) and throw
used tissues away.

Stay healthy. Eat a balanced
diet, drink plenty of water and

get plenty of rest and exercise.

o Get your seasonal flu
vaccination every year.

Mor?a
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| Paid for by Moran for Kansas |

Thank you for your support!

I look forward to continuing my visits to the towns and cities of our
great state, listening to Kansans and taking Kansas common sense
to our nations capitol. I will always put our Kansas priorities
ahead of Washington’s pressures. Thank you, again. I look

forward to seeing you soon. I
erry

We want your local news! Call 462-3963

that were about one cubic foot in
size, most likely because the more
compacted areas were wetter.”

Is deep tillage economical?

“Only if a root-limiting layer
is really present,” she said, “and
even then, this is a costly opera-
tion due to the fact that it requires

a lot of power to go deep. Deep
tillage is slow-going and the im-
plements are not very wide. As a
result, deep tillage requires a lot of
operator time, diesel fuel and usu-
ally a few shear bolts!”
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30’ by 40’ Country Garage
Starting at — $12,898
Nicely Featured — $15,695

24’ x 30° Farm Garage
30’ x 60’ Open Front
48’ x 60’ Farm Storage
60’ x 120 Storage/Arena

@D MORTON BUILDINGS

Winter Work Savings
30’ x 40’ Country Craft Garage
Call Today for Details — Offer Ends 11/15/10
e —— o

Country Craft Building Specials — Call for Details
(1-10” door, 1-3’ door)
(3-20” open bays)

(1-24’ door, 1-3° door)
(1-30’door, 1-3” door)

Better Paint
Thicker Steel
Unmatched Warranties

starting at $8,878

starting at $13,365
starting at $19,590
starting at $37,984

Call your local Morton Buildings office tod:
may contain optional féatures not int

a%for details and to schedule an aj
Price and availability vary by location. Pnagé; -and products subject fc f
cluded in price. Certain restrictions ap.f)ly. Al transactions are subject to credit approval, applicable

taxes and other terms. ©2010 Morton Buildings, Inc. Morton Buii

S S p1poin1ment,. . )
change without notice. Offer ends 11/15/20. Photos and illustrations
\dings is a registered trademark. Al rights reserved.

(800) 447-7436

mortonbuildings.com

Executive Director
Flinthills Services, Inc.
El Dorado, Kansas

Nonprofit agency providing services in Butler County for
persons with developmental disabilities seeks experienced
executive director. 85 employees, $3.2 million budget.
Three years experience in social sector position with budget
and supervisory responsibility; bachelor’s degree in liberal/
business arts; stable employment history and progressive
career advancement required. Five years experience in
social sector management as administrator or assistant
administrator; three years professional experience working
with persons with disabilities; master's degree in business
or public administration or related field; and previous experi-
ence living or working in a Midwest community preferred.

Application letter with resume, salary history and four work-
related references in confidence: mflentje@austinpeters.
com (in one integrated file). Preference to applications
before November 19. See profile: www.flinthillsservices.org
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