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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 10/28

Dear Heloise: We have a relatively “new” 
DISHWASHER. It quit working. I called the ser-
viceman, and he took apart the inner workings. 
The spinner that threw water had stopped, and 
there was a gummy, sticky substance clogging up 
the mechanism. I realized I often put jam or pea-
nut-butter jars in the dishwasher, and what was 
gumming up my dishwasher was the sticky glue 
and paper from the labels. Now I never put any-
thing with a label on it in my dishwasher. Hope 
this saves others unnecessary repair bills. – Janet 
in Missouri

Thanks for sharing your experience. Our read-
ers certainly will benefit from it. – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 1-210-HELOISE
E-mail: Heloise(at)Heloise.com     

TRAVEL HINT 
Dear Heloise: With our need to pack and carry 

less luggage, I have a hint. Rather than packing a 
bottle of fingernail-polish remover, place cotton 
squares in a sealable sandwich bag. Then pour in 
enough polish remover to saturate the squares. 
Remove air and seal the bag. Then double-bag 
it in another sandwich bag as a precaution. This 
could work for other clear liquids – alcohol, etc. 
If I am carrying polish or other such liquids, I 
sandwich-bag them as well, placing all such 
items inside a gallon sealable storage bag. – Car-
ol Golden, Kingwood, Texas

A space and weight travel hint. However, this 
is not advisable in carry-on luggage, because it 
may not pass through security. A representative 
with the Transportation Security Administration 
said the screener has the discretion to allow it on 
board or not. However, this is a helpful hint for 
other travels by auto, bus or train. – Heloise

WET-MOP PADS 
Dear Heloise: The wet mop I have requires 

pricey pads. For spot-mopping throughout the 
week, I use two to three paper towels by poking 
the four corners into the places where the pads 
go. Because the mop base has a spray feature, I 
fold the paper towels down below the spray head 
so that the liquid is unimpeded. – Patti in Texas

EASY PAINT ID
Dear Heloise: I have a hint about keeping track 

of the name and paint for a room. I write the 
name and formula of the paint under the switch-
plate cover of the light switch. When the switch 
plate is installed, it protects the information and 
keeps it out of sight. Now, when it comes time to 
repaint or there are new owners, all the informa-
tion for each room is right there under the switch 
plate. – Sherry from Arkansas

CLEANING BRASS 
Dear Heloise: Cleaning brass with ketchup is 

quick, easy and practical. It surpasses using the 
thick residue that cakes in the crevices of the sou-
venirs. – Margarette Mattern, Temple, Texas      

(c)2010 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Don’t wash label
along with jar

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 10/29

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Thirteen or 14, or 13 to 15 points, depending 

on the range of your opening one-notrump bids. 
(If you play 15- to 17-point notrump openings, 
you should not have more than 14 points when 
you rebid one notrump.) The one-notrump rebid 
shows a balanced hand (4-3-3-3, 4-4-3-2 or 5-3-
3-2 distribution) of the minimum class and will-
ingness to play at one notrump if responder has a 
balanced minimum (six to 10 points). 

2. Eighteen or 19 points. The jump to two 
notrump by opener shows a balanced hand con-
taining 18 or 19 high-card points. It is not a forc-
ing bid; responder may pass with minimum val-
ues (six points) for his one-spade response.

3. Sixteen to 18 points. The invitational jump-
rebid promises at least six spades including two 
or more honors. Responder may pass with min-
imum values (six or seven points) for his one-
notrump response. In most cases, the three-spade 
bidder will have only 15 or 16 high-card points, 
with the rest of his count based on distributional 
values.

4. Thirteen to 18 points. The change of suit in 
this sequence might be based on minimum values, 
e.g., [S] 94 [H] AQ863 [D] AQ752 [C] 10, or on 
values well above a minimum, e.g., [S] AQ8 [H] 
KQ752 [D] AQ104 [C] 3. Because of the inher-
ent ambiguity of the opening bidder’s change of 
suit, the responder often finds himself awkwardly 
placed in choosing his next action. If he has only 
six or seven points and a preference for opener’s 
second suit, he can pass, but with all other hands, 
he must bid again, and must use his judgment as 
to how to continue.

5. Nineteen or more points. This bid – a jump-
shift – is 100 percent forcing to game, so re-
sponder must keep bidding until game (or slam) 
is reached. The bid tends to say that the combined 
hands contain enough points for game – even if 
responder has only six points – but opener is not 
yet sure where the best game lies.

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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