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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 10/07

Dear Readers: Kitchen grease, the microwave 
and candles are just a few of the ways A FIRE 
CAN START IN YOUR HOME! Have you 
checked your fire extinguisher recently? Most 
people take the fire extinguisher for granted or 
may not even know how to use it. 

Experts recommend that you have several fire 
extinguishers in your house: one in the living ar-
eas of the home, one in the kitchen and one in the 
garage, if you have one.

The San Antonio Fire Department does not 
inspect fire extinguishers for private homes, but 
check with your fire department – it might. There 
are companies that do inspections; check online, 
in the phone book or get a recommendation from 
your fire department.

For apartment and condo dwellers, you should 
have at least one fire extinguisher in your unit, 
and any extinguishers should be inspected once 
per year at a minimum. 

You can check your fire extinguishers your-
self. Make sure the pin is in place (it has not been 
damaged) and the extinguisher is at the correct 
pressure. The needle should be in the green por-
tion of the gauge, and the entire unit should be 
clean and not leaking. If your fire extinguisher is 
depressurized or broken, replace it. Don’t wait – 
do it today!

When to use a fire extinguisher? According 
to experts at Underwriters Laboratories (www.
ul.com), several factors must be in play: Every-
one is out of the home, the fire is in a small area, it 
is not spreading rapidly, 911 emergency has been 
called, you have a clear view of the fire, there is 
not a lot of smoke, and you are comfortable using 
the fire extinguisher. Why not do a quick inspec-
tion right now? It could save a life and prevent a 
devastating fire. – Heloise

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: My husband and I were on vaca-

tion, and he left our camera in a taxi. He called 
the taxi service the next morning, but it had not 
found the camera. We were on our way out of the 
hotel when he got a call on his cell phone that the 
police had his camera. It had been turned in the 
night before by a good Samaritan. The police de-
partment had turned on the camera, gone through 
the pictures and found his name and phone num-
ber – he had taken a picture of his business card. 
What a great idea for anyone! Thought this might 
be a good hint for travelers in your column. – 
S.G. in Springfield, N.J.

PLATE PLACEMENT
Dear Readers: A dinner-size paper plate will 

slide easily into a large zippered freezer bag. 
Store leftovers this way in the refrigerator. The 
plate supplies added support to the food for easy 
grab-and-go. – Heloise
MOTHER’S CARD ON KID’S BIRTHDAY

Dear Heloise: I always send my mother a 
Mother’s Day card on my birthday. I always felt 
that was her original Mother’s Day! – Nancy R. 
from Oxnard, Calif.

(c)2010 by King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 10/08

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. One spade. This follows the general rule 

that you bid your longer suit first. You should not 
abandon the rule simply because the hearts are of 
much better quality than the spades. The length 
of the two suits is the determining factor. Hearts 
can be mentioned next if the opportunity arises.

It would be wrong to open one notrump, even 
though you have 16 high-card points and no void 
or singleton. The two doubletons, as well as the 
potential of a major-suit game, militate strongly 
against opening one notrump.

2. One club. Here also, the longer suit is bid 
first. The club opening makes it possible to bid 
the spades economically at your next turn and 
then again at your third turn, identifying your 
five-card spade suit and, by inference, your 
equally long or longer club suit. This should help 
partner steer your side to the best contract.

3. One heart. An exception is made here by 
opening one heart even though the diamonds 
are longer. The chief reason for this is that when 
you’re dealing with a 6-5 distribution in the 
minimum range, and the two suits are touching 
one another, it is better to start with the higher-
ranking suit even though it might be the shorter 
one. This enables you to bid the lower-ranking 
suit on the next round, thereby keeping the bid-
ding lower.

4. Pass. Despite your three quick tricks, there 
is simply no adequate opening bid available. 
To open one spade and be faced with finding a 
proper rebid if partner responds two clubs or two 
diamonds is asking for trouble; it would be im-
possible to make a rebid that would show your 
values and distribution correctly. Alternatively, to 
open one club with the 7-6-2 would be too great a 
distortion of your actual holding. A pass is there-
fore the best course of action.

5. One diamond. Hands containing 14 high-
card points are compulsory opening bids. This 
principle overrides one’s natural reluctance to 
open the bidding with a suit headed by only the 
eight, but there is no other possible bid avail-
able. The only alternative – one notrump – would 
promise a higher point count.

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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