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Dear Dr. Brothers: My wife has been working
in a department store for a few years. We have to
watch our budget, but between her income and

stuff from the store she got with her company dis-
count. She tucks in the tags and wears the dresses
and then returns them. She says everyone does
this. I don’t respect this — isn’t it stealing? — B.J.

Dear B.J.: I hope you will talk to your wife
about this before it gets out of hand. I am sure
that at the shop, she has seen and heard all kinds
of things. People have been gaming the system
for years, but it is mostly unscrupulous customers
who wear clothing and return it to stretch a ward-
robe. It seems your wife has picked up this bad
idea from customers! Or perhaps it is part of the
corporate culture — the unofficial one, in which
managers look the other way while lower-level
people take advantage of the store.
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there’s no reason its employees should help weak-
en the bottom line. Even if she returns the cloth-
ing in great condition, you know she is cheating,
and that’s a problem. You must let her know how
this affects your feelings. I hope that will make

you are part of a family when you’re in a band
and touring. There’s always stuff to work out and
personality conflicts to complicate matters, and
the fact that you depend on one another for your
living means you don’t want to take chances on
someone getting mad and walking away. So I can
see how you are tiptoeing around when it comes
to the bass player’s behavior.

But come on! It’s your life we are talking

4 ) about! Drinking and driving is never cool, and if
UHa‘ll RALPHI LOOK \TS A L\S\'IN@ you have no support from the other band mem-
OF OBEDlENCE bers, this is a serious problem you basically have

to solve on your own. You aren’t in a position to
take a separate car, but how about talking to your
mates (not while anyone is drunk) about sharing
the job of designated driver? Everyone would
take a turn. If someone doesn’t like the idea, he
needs to pay another band member to take his
place, or make other arrangements. This should
be settled outside the tour van while you all are
sober. Loss of a license or getting into an acci-
dent would mess up the band big time, so get this
sorted out right away.
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: West led a low diamond. Wolff won with the
: ace, ruffed a diamond, led a heart to the queen
and ruffed another diamond. Then, utilizing his
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the ace of clubs and finessed the ten. When East
couldn’t ruff, another club was led to the jack,
and the king was cashed.

Wolff next led a spade to the king, giving him
the first nine tricks. He then played the ace of
spades, ruffed by West with the ten. Wolff still
had the K-7 of hearts (and a spade) at this point,
so he could not be prevented from scoring his
king of hearts regardless of what West returned.

Making four hearts doubled was worth 790
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{g’?{%‘\“‘?““\ bR at the other table, this gave Wolff’s team a 14-
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