
added.
Woerpel recalled that Jack had 

a way of showing just how valu-
able the simple things in life 
could be, and that he would show 
scouts fi rst hand why it is impor-
tant to conserve the environment 
to help preserve the natural habi-
tats of wildlife for the enjoyment 
of future generations, and how he 
loved taking school children and 
their teachers on nature walks and 
teaching them how to identify 
wild life.

Kriss, or “Old Jack,” as his 
grandchildren and school children 
fondly called him, had other in-
terests too. He helped introduce 
chess into Colby Middle School. 
He quietly and generously contrib-
uted time and resources to librar-
ies, public radio and television, 
conservation groups and disaster 
aid providers. He humbly refused 
publicity as the largest single con-
tributor in Kansas to the victims of  
Hurricane Katrina.

He is remembered by his fam-
ily as dad, grandpa, friend, and 

yes, Old Jack. The grandchildren 
especially have fond memories of 
going there on Halloween. He al-
ways had a treat for them, but the 
trick he wanted in return for the 
treat was for each of them to learn 
a poem and to recite it when the 
family got together at Christmas. 
The tradition continues to this day, 
and grandchildren have expressed 
gratitude that he instilled in them 
a love of poetry, and inspired them 
to write their own.

Granddaughter Tess Baumfalk 
holds dear the memory of Old 
Jack’s love for taking school kids 
on nature trips through the pre-
serve and that she got to be among 
many of those classes who took 
the fi eld trips each year to the pre-
serve. Among his possessions, the 
family said they found boxes of 
well meaning notes of apprecia-
tion for his time and descriptions 
of what the children were seeing 
– little hand scrawled notes of ap-
preciation that only a child can do, 
some were only attempted draw-
ings of what they saw – but it was 
their way to tell him thanks. They 
were precious to him. He had 

saved every letter.
This man of nature believed 

that what God created was indeed 
good. And as in the lines of The 
Rime of the Ancient Mariner: 

“He prayeth best, who loveth 
best all things great and small, for 
the dear God who loveth us, he 
made and loveth all.”
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Defining a Man

Tell me how,
How to define a man?

It takes some time,
But anyone can.

Do you peer,
Down the path he takes?

Or review the life,
Each day he makes?

Would you trace,
The lines of his hand?

Or follow his steps,
Across golden sand?

Do you look on,
To where he was born?

Or simply gaze,
At how weary he’s worn?

Look to his eyes,
With crow’s feet to the side.
Having seen countless skies,

Imagine the stories they must hide!

The eyes never seem to age,
Forever the same look they’ll keep.

For every year and every page,
Until they close in endless sleep.

No man has ever walked the sea,
And no man has lived for eternity.

Instead he survives by stories perfect,
Told by loved ones in retrospect.

I’ll tell you how to find a man,
Look as deep as anyone can.

Look to his eyes and inside you’ll see,
The man you’re searching for,

And there he’ll be.

And if that man’s eyes,
Are no longer there to see?

Look to the mem’ries of who knew the man,
And he’ll live for eternity.

-Lucas Baumfalk
     -Inspirations given by Dryden Baumfalk

 Old Jack lived most his life caring for animals 
and land both as a farmer and nature enthusiast. When 
he bought his property north of town from life-long 
friends, the Fergusons, he had a dream for a nature-study 
area, as did they.
 Thus he began designing his land into a natural 
habitat. He purchased more land just west of his own 
from Julia Ferguson, a friend, with the promise to de-
velop it as nothing except a wildlife area. Then the Fer-
guson Family donated land to the city adjacent to Jack’s 
property with wildlife habitat in mind.
 So, Jack provided the trees, materials, and labor 
to accomplish a wildlife refuge and nature study area 
on these properties. Those who have and continue to 
use this area, such as the Boy and Girl Scouts as well as 
school classes of all ages, are asked simply to leave the 
area as it was found with the exception of litter. So in 
other words, “Keep the area clean and natural, even if 
the trash wasn’t placed there by you.”
 The various scout troups have done several ser-
vice projects including, but not limited to: Building an 
outhouse, erecting a flagpole, and the building as well 
as placement of natural birdhouses throughout the area. 
Countless scouts have also earned various merit badges 
in the wildlife area, many of them given by scout master 
Jack Kriss himself.
 It brought Jack great joy over the years to lead 
classes on trips through the area, identifying specimens 
of plants, as well as animals and insects. Numerous 
people who have experienced the nature-study area 
with Jack still recall their trip or trips and continue to 
use the knowledge he passed on to identify specimens 
they obtain themselves. Jack spent a majority of his life 
dedicating his time and efforts into creating and main-
taining this wildlife nature-study for the use of various 
educational purposes.
 He continued to develop and maintain these 
properties for nearly fifty years, turning pastureland into 
what is known as Ferguson Nature Study Area or Tender-
foot, providing a total wildlife experience for young and 
old alike. We hope it will continue as such, serving
     many generations to come.

 John Dryden Kriss, whom I fondly called Old Jack along with my siblings as well as 
cousins and friends, was an inspiration as both a grandfather and a friend. He had many inter-
ests including science, anything that could puzzle the mind, chess, and classical music. How-
ever, there was always one interest my grandpa had that he passed to every child and grandchild 
in his famiy...poetry.
 Old Jack could recite many poems by heart. Some of them were famous, such as The 
House that Jack Built, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, The Jabberwocky, and The Raven. How-
ever, he could probably recite many more obscure rhymes than the famous, and most of them 
were likely to have deeper meaning. But no matter what the rhyme or who the poet, Old Jack 
could take simple words and spellbind an audience, keeping they’re attention until the boy with 
the vorpal sword came galumphing back with the Jabberwocky head.
 In  honor of my grandfather, I would like to use what he taught me about poetry to give 
a rhyme of my own.

 We will miss you Old Jack, but no matter how far the future takes us, We will continue 
to tell your stories. Stories of the man  you were, and in the hearts of everyone you know, the 
man you’ll forever be.

Monday Evening September 27, 2010
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Dancing With Stars Castle Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS How I Met Rules Two Men Mike Hawaii Five-0 Local Late Show Letterman Late

KSNK/NBC Chuck The Event Chase Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX House Lone Star Local

Cable Channels
A & E Intervention Hoarders Hoarders Intervention Intervention

AMC Divine Secrets Rubicon

ANIM Pit Bulls-Parole I Was Bitten River Monsters Pit Bulls-Parole I Was Bitten

BRAVO The Event Thintervention Thintervention Thintervention Housewives of D.C.

CMT Young Guns II Invitation Only The Dukes of Hazzard Smarter Smarter

CNN Rick's List Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY Blue Collar Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Daily Colbert Tosh.0 Futurama

DISC Man, Woman, Wild Man, Woman, Wild Man, Woman, Wild Man, Woman, Wild Man, Woman, Wild

DISN Camp Rock 2 Hannah Hannah Jonas L.A Jonas L.A Hannah Hannah

E! Kardashian Kardas Kardas Fashion The Soup Chelsea E! News Chelsea The Spin

ESPN Countdown NFL Football SportsCenter

ESPN2 2010 Poker 2010 Poker Baseball Tonight 30 for 30 Baseball Tonight

FAM Liar Liar Liar Liar The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Unwrapped Unwrapped The Best The Best Diners Diners Good Eats Good Eats The Best The Best

FX 27 Dresses Two Men Two Men The Grudge 2

HGTV Property First House Designed House Hunters My First My First House Designed

HIST Pawn Pawn American Pickers Pawn Pawn To Be Announced Pawn Pawn

LIFE Chris How I Met Wisegal How I Met How I Met How I Met Frasier

MTV Jersey Shore Fantasy Fantasy World Buried World Buried Jersey Shore

NICK My Wife My Wife Chris Chris George George The Nanny The Nanny Malcolm Malcolm

SCI The Event Ghost Whisperer Ghost Whisperer Gundam Gundam Darkness Darkness

SPIKE Deadliest Warrior No Country Knockout Sports

TBS Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Lopez Tonight Earl Earl

TCM The Westerner El Dorado Violent

TLC People People Kate Kate Quints Quints People People Kate Kate

TNT Bones Bones The Closer Men of a Certain Age CSI: NY

TOON Adventure MAD Total Scooby King-Hill King-Hill Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Boondocks

TRAV Carnivore Man, Food Man, Food Man, Food Man, Food Man, Food Steak Paradise Man, Food Man, Food

TV LAND Sanford Sanford The Nanny The Nanny Tootsie Roseanne

USA NCIS WWE Monday Night RAW I Now Pronounce You

VH1 Real and Chance Money Hungry Scream Queens Saturday Night Live Saturday Night Live

WGN Chris Chris Curb Entourage MLB Baseball

Premium Channels
HBO Real Time/Bill Maher Teenage Paparazzo Sex and the City

MAX Hard Word Starsky & Hutch Ninja Assassin

SHOW World's Greatest Dad Dexter Weeds The Big C Weeds The Big C Dexter

©2009 Hometown Content, listings by Zap2it

LOCAL TV LISTINGS
sponsored by thesponsored by the

Outdoor memorial ser-
vices for Jack Kriss, Colby, 
will be at 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 25, 2010, just north 
of Colby on K-25. Fol-
low the signs just past the 
railroad tracks. Bring lawn 
chairs if you wish. Parking 
available.
For information, call 
Yvonne Baumfalk at 

785-443-2321.

Jack Kriss

signing it. The city wanted the golf 
course to sign the lease to ensure 
the stockholders would begin pay-
ing taxes to use the city’s water. 
In an interview on Aug. 18, Tom 
Barlow, a Colby dentist and one 
of Meadow Lake’s 12 stockhold-
ers, said the city had been paying 
county taxes on the 88 acres of the 
golf course for the last two years. 
The stockholders were told they 
would have to re-compensate in 
the spring, but they didn’t get the 
offi cial numbers until July 14. 

Kerry Turner, golf course board 
member and owner of Northwest 
Kansas Decorating Center, said 
the owners were okay with pay-
ing the $3,747 in taxes they owed 
the city and they approved part of 

the lease that required them to pay 
$150 a year to use the city land, 
there were just a few other parts 
of the lease they wanted fi xed. 
During the interview, Barlow said 
another part of the lease that the 
club disagreed with was a 15-day 
default period. 

The stockholders signed the 
lease later in the week.

In other business, the council:
• Agreed to approve waiving the 

$75 rental fee that the Genesis-
Thomas County food bank was 
going to pay to borrow 25 tables 
from the community building for 
three days to fi ll food baskets for 
Christmas.

• Heard Armstrong say the city 
planning commission met yester-
day and approved the city com-
mittee’s recommended changes 

to industrial zoning. Building 
inspector Rick Dickman said the 
new changes will force businesses 
in the area to fence in items that 
might detract from neighboring 
businesses and it forces busi-
nesses to place their materials 
on a weathering surface, such as 
concrete. The inspector said this 
change would prevent businesses 
from placing all their items any-
where they wanted, like a fi eld 
where it could damage the soil.

The businesses in the indus-
trial zoning areas who are not in 
compliance with the new changes 
would be charged with a violation 
if the changes become law. 

Mayor Ken Bieber said the 
changes will not go into effect for 
another couple of months. He said 
the planning commission and the 
council will have to hold a hearing 
before the changes can be made.

• Approved Roofmasters replac-
ing the roof on the fi re station. The 
roof was damaged during the hail 
storm on July 12. Bieber said the 
cost for replacing the roof has yet 
to be determined.

• Agreed to approve providing 
water for Alvin Juenemann of 

Colby Agronomy Center Expan-
sion at 2122 East U.S. 24, but the 
water will be provided for out-of-
town rates. Juenemann wanted to 
be able to hook on to the city wa-
ter so he would be able to mix fer-
tilizer by the train-car load, Arm-
strong said. She said the company 
will need about 350,000 gallons 
of water in a 50-hour period. This 
amounts to two million gallons a 
year.

Armstrong said out-of-town 
rates cost $1.90 for every thou-
sand gallons of water and in 
-town-rates are .95 gallons of wa-
ter. Juenemann said he will be hir-
ing four or fi ve new employees.

• Held a public hearing to see if 
anyone objected to the Redevel-
opment Project Plan that involves 
paving and rebuilding a road in 
front of Bosselman’s Truck Stop 
between Country Club Drive and 
the east side of Bosselmans.

The paving project will prob-
ably be paid with general obliga-
tion bonds that will use sales tax 
money earned in Tax Increment 
Finance District within the city. 

The Finance District was estab-
lished when Bosselman’s Truck 

Stop was annexed by the city. The 
district includes the lot shared by 
Bosselman’s Truck Stop and Wen-
dy’s and the Hampton Inn lot. 

No one opposed the plan and 
the council passed an ordinance 
approving the plan. The ordinance 
will eventually be published and 
the public will have 60 days to 
put together a petition opposing 
the use of the general obligation 
bonds.

• Approved Ken Biebers ap-
pointment of Dr. Steven Bear to 
the city’s health board. His term 
will expire in 2011.

• Approved a resolution autho-
rizing the sale of the General Obli-
gation Bonds after the 60 days for 
the public to protest has expired. 
The resolution was drafted by 
Gilmore and Bell, a public fi nance 
law fi rm. The Armstrong said the 
deadline to issue the recovery 
zone bonds is Friday, Oct. 1, but 
the Kansas Department of Com-
merce said it would extend the 
deadline if the city authorized the 
sale of the bonds.

• Approved a new day care per-
mit for Kelsey Hawkins on 535 S. 
Mission Ridge.

Council split on waiving lawyer’s lease work fees

Citizens recall Colby philanthropist
Colby team this season. Nordhues 
and Sturdy were told to contact 
Lampe to work something out.

Schwanke said Northwest Kan-
sas Technical College will be 
competing in the Daniel Cormier 
Open on Friday, Oct. 30, at the 
Community Building.

In other news, the board:
• Heard Allen Waites say that 

he estimates the college will ex-
perience a shortfall of $300,000 
based on enrollment numbers, not 
$75,000 as had been previously 
reported. He said they will experi-
ence a $175,000 shortfall from tu-
ition and fees and $125,000 short-
fall from room and board. He said 
this was based on studying trends 
in past years.

• Heard Treasurer Mark Winger 
talk about his meeting with the 
Multi-Purpose Activity Center 
Committee. 

The committee is a group of 
citizens who are trying to get an 
activity center built in Colby. 
The group had recently discussed 
partnering with the college on the 
project. Winger said the group 
wanted the center to be built in a 
place where it would receive max-
imum usage. 

“It needs to be built on campus 
if we really want the center to be 
used,” he said.

Winger reminded the board that 
every time they have a student/
trustee dinner with the college stu-
dents the one thing the students al-
ways say is they want more things 
to do on campus. However, Leiker 
disagreed.

“We will alienate a lot of public 
people if we build it on campus,” 
he said.

Leiker was worried building the 
center on campus would become 
a tax roll issue without taxpayers 
having any say on it. He said this 

could happen if everyone pulled 
out of the project after the center 
was built on campus.

Vern Henrick, fundraising ex-
pert for the project, said the center 
would be paid for through fund-
raising efforts. Winger said more 
people might be willing to donate 
to the project if the college was 
more involved. Henrick said the 
college is the committee’s most 
natural partner because of usage, 
the activities in the center and the 
needs of the college. 

Board chairman Cindy Black 
said she thought the center should 
be built by the new swimming 
pool that is being built north of 
the high school so the two places 
could be a day event for people. 
She added that everyone, includ-
ing the city and the Colby school 
district, should be involved in the 
center project.

Henrick asked if the board 
would write a letter of support for 
the project so the committee could 
receive grants from large fund rais-
ing agencies. Black, Winger and 
board attorney John Gatz agreed 
to team up to write the letter.

• Heard Keegan Nichols, vice 
president of student affairs at the 
college, tell the board her friend, 
Tracy Morris, a doctoral student at 
Northern Illinois University, will 
be doing a survey at the college 
to see the effect living on cam-
pus has on students. Morris will 
research how the involvement, 
goals, student satisfaction and ef-
fort put forth by students living on 
campus compares to those living 
off campus.

Nichols also told the board 
that the college had received a 
$100,000 grant from the Dane G. 
Hansen Education Fund. 

“I didn’t hear clapping,” Nich-
ols joked, causing the board and 
faculty members to break out in 
applause.

College wrestling team
may face former coach

Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a 

low around 56. South wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph. 

Saturday: Sunny, with a high 
near 81. North wind between 10 
and 15 mph. 

Saturday Night: Clear, with a 
low around 46. North wind 5 to 
10 mph becoming east. 

Sunday: Sunny, with a high 
near 78. Calm wind becoming 
south between 5 and 10 mph. 

Sunday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 48. 

Monday: Sunny, with a high 
near 79. 

Monday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 49. 

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high 
near 81. 

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 48. 

Wednesday: Sunny, with a 
high near 80. 

Wednesday Night: Mostly 
clear, with a low around 47. 

Thursday: Sunny, with a high 
near 76.

Thursday: High, 80; Low 44
Precip: Thursday 0.00 inches
 Month: 0.67 inches
 Year:   17.72 inches
 Normal:  17.71 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Saturday 7:35 a.m. 7:36 p.m.
Sunday 7:36 a.m. 7:35 p.m.
Monday 7:37 a.m. 7:33 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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Regents say
enrollment up

TOPEKA (AP) – The Kansas 
Board of Regents says enrollment 
at state universities, community 
colleges and technical colleges in-
creased 1.8 percent this fall com-
pared with fall 2009.

The board says total enroll-
ments at universities, community 
colleges, technical colleges and 
the KU Medical Center topped 
187,000 students this fall. That’s 
3,200 more than in fall 2009.

Technical colleges posted the 
best gain as a group, seeing en-
rollments rise 5.7 percent. Enroll-
ments at university campuses in-
creased four-tenths of 1 percent.

The University of Kansas’ main 
campus in Lawrence saw its en-
rollment decline 2.1 percent and 
Kansas State University’s enroll-
ment stayed at about 23,600.


