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. Dear Dr. Brothers: We never allowed our
Beetle Balley ® Mort Walker son to have a credit card at college, but now he
SARGE GOT A LAPTOP COMPLTER THE TROUBLE — | is working, it scemed appropriate. The problem
50 HE COULD WORK IN HIS ROOM 16, HE DOESN'T [] is he doesn.t seem clear on what he is buying,
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“You should save it for later.

we can’t look over his shoulder! — H.C. h .
Mommy is outside.”

Dear H.C.: This may come as a bit of a shock,
but it sounds as though your son has grown up
and is taking on responsibilities without help from :

Mom and Dad. He has a degree, a job, an apart- conceptls sudo}cu ¢ Dave Green
ment and his own friends, as well as a paycheck 1 7 8 5
and a credit card. You should pat yourselves on

the back for a job well done — a lot of families 4 1
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are in worse shape, and many college grads are
still looking for their first job a year later. So your
son must have something going for him, and I
wouldn’t recommend looking over his shoulder.
I am sure it is worrisome when you get vague
answers to your questions. It could be he’s not
quite on top of things, he has gone overboard
with spending — that first job doesn’t always pay
well, and independent living expenses are always 2
a shock — or he doesn’t understand the system.
After all, more mature people have gotten into 1
credit card trouble; it’s easy to do. But he could
be just trying to get you to stop treating him like a 7 6
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baby. Perhaps you could have one last talk to see
if he “gets it,” and then let him take charge.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I've been working on this
for years. I'd wanted to do my job from home
so I could be there when my kids come home
from school. I only need a desk, phone and com-
puter. Finally my company relented, but after six
months, I find my work suffering. I don’t miss the

This is a logic-based num-

ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-

ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich

each row, column and 3x3

regionmust contain only one

office; I just can’t work. I sit most of the day and
watch TV. What am I going to do? Help! — B.G.

Dear B.G.: Don’t panic! It sounds as though
this is one of those cases of “be careful what you
wish for.” You spent so much time fantasizing
about working from home, being there for your
kids, you forgot to imagine realities. And though
you don’t miss the office, there are interpersonal
dynamics that make the office environment stim-
ulating. That isn’t happening at home, and you
are trying to fill the gap by escaping into TV. At
the same time, the drudgery of work was some-
thing you forgot to import. Your view of work
was not marred by the actual routine, was it?

What you are left with is an unstructured en-
vironment that’s different from an office. Even
when left to do your own thing, there is a rhythm
to the workday when you go to your place of
business. I think if you set up detailed schedules,
you will get on track. You still can leave an hour
for television, but schedule the important stuff, or
you’re going to be looking for another job.
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The solution to the last
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AFTER THE SHUTTLE
WAS OFF THE GROUND, THE ASTRONAUTS
CELEBRATED WITH A BIG LAUNCH LUNCH.

Bridge e steve Becker

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals T
Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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While Nickell should be given full credit for rivals Saturdav’ opposer
his excellent defense, the fact remains that de- aturday’s answer 9-20
£ clarer had only himself to blame for the outcome. [1 [2 [3 |4 8 [o [10 [11
He opened the door to defeat, and Nickell happily =
H walked right through it.

After the spade jack held at trick two, all South [15
had to do was to lead a heart to establish his ninth
trick. West could take the ace or refuse it, as he
pleased, but there was no way declarer could be

18

©2010 ZITS Partnershi

m

KILL HIM!

a premium on bidding and making contracts, with
overtricks of little consequence, it may seem sur-
prising that a player at this level could make such
a mistake. The most likely explanation is that the
stress and fatigue caused by playing two straight
weeks against the world’s best players had taken
its toll, as it has on many other such occasions in
the past.
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