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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Patchy fog after 1
a.m. Otherwise, mostly cloudy,
with a low around 64. Breezy,
with a south wind between 15
and 20 mph, with gusts as high
as 30 mph.

Thursday: Patchy fog before
1 p.m. Otherwise, cloudy, then
gradually becoming mostly sun-
ny, with a high near 85. Breezy,
with a south wind between 15
and 20 mph, with gusts as high
as 30 mph.

Thursday Night: A20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low
around 61. Breezy, with a south
wind between 10 and 20 mph,
with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Friday: Partly cloudy, with a
high near 87. West wind 10 to 15
mph becoming north.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 52.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 83.

Saturday Night: Clear, with a
low around 57.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 88.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 56.

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 87.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 53.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 80.

Friday: High, 80; Low 38
Saturday: High, 94; Low 56
Sunday: High, 104; Low 60

City and golf course board
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close to agreement’ on lease
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between two companies. Roof-
masters Roofing Inc. would do
the airport terminal and the new
Wastewater  Treatment  Plant.
Roofmasters is now working on
the City Hall roof. Armstrong
said Roofmasters did the original
installation at the treatment plant
and terminal.

Murray Roofing and Construc-
tion would take the Community
Building, Boy Scout cabin, the
concession stand at the ballfields,
the airport hangar and office, the
Fike Park gazebo and the Law En-
forcement Training Center.

All of these jobs would have to
be cone within the insurance ad-
juster’s specifications and their al-
lowed costs, Armstrong said.

Armstrong said the library board
is handling repairs to the library’s
roof, but the Embark building will
also need repairs since it is leak-
ing. She said she got a proposal
from Murray to replace the Em-
bark roof at a cost of $19,766.

Armstrong said she would also
like to get proposals on the fire
station roof from Woofter Con-
struction, Stephens Construction
and Roofmasters. The council
agreed to divide the projects as
she recommended.

In other business, the council:

* Approved the Northwest Kan-
sas Regional Prevention Center’s
Recovery Month 5k run/walk on
Saturday. The city cannot provide
police to do traffic control, how-
ever, since the department has al-
ready committed its officers to the
Special Olympics World’s Largest
Convoy and the Department of
Wildlife and Parks field day, both
on Saturday.

Police Chief Randy Jones said
the race route, which goes from
the Colby Community Building
to the end of West Fifth Street and
back, would not interfere with the
convoy since it is only going to
Fourth Street.

* Amended the purchasing poli-
cy for “nonroutine” wire transfers
over $5,000 to require three signa-
tures.

* Voted to continue the tax agree-
ment with Rural Fire District 3 at
1.5 mills for the next three years.
This will raise about $35,550.
Armstrong said Fire Chief Bob
McLemore — who was not at the
meeting — felt this was enough to
cover the costs of providing rural
fire coverage. District 3 covers the
central part of Thomas County, in-
cluding parts of Barrett, Rovohl,
Lacey, North Randall, Summers,
Kingery, East Hale and Morgan
townships.

* Voted not to donate a pool pass
for the annual Sacred Heart School
auction. Bieber said he didn’t
think the city should donate any
passes for the first year of the new
pool, and especially not before the
regular prices are decided. Coun-
cilman Tim Hutfles agreed, say-
ing that although the council has
donated passes in previous years,
the new pool is a “completely dif-
ferent ballgame.”

Councilman Dave Voss dis-
agreed, saying a donation would
be good public relations for the
city.

Armstrong said if the council
had donated a pass, they would
get a lot more requests.

“I don’t blame them,” she said.
“This is going to be the fun thing
to do.”

* Heard a report from the group

Gem residents, parents

tasked with choosing colors for
the equipment at the new pool.
The group included Armstrong,
Councilmen Tim Hutfles, Jim
Brown and Pat Mallory, and poool
backers Sherrie Wiedeman, Jenni-
fer Burr and Stacy Lee.

Brown said they chose green,
blue-violet and red for the slides
and blue and yellow for canopies
over picnic tables, orange for the
tall slide canopies and purple for
the family slide canopy. He said
they picked copper and bronze for
the bath house so it would match
the brick on the maintenance
building.

Brown said the group picked
bright colors so it could be seen
by travelers on 1-70.

“I think it’s going to be fantas-
tic,” Armstrong said.

Health department says

everyone nee
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ness surveillance across Kansas
and more residents protecting
themselves from illness.

“There has been a revolution
around the culture of washing
hands, covering coughs, staying
home. It’s just much less cultur-
ally acceptable to expose friends
and co-workers to a commu-
nicable disease,” he said. “It’s
an exciting thing, and I hope it
doesn’t fade away.”

Flu vaccines are being distrib-
uted several weeks earlier than
normal, he said, and supplies
are expected to remain ample
even with more Americans en-
couraged to get the shots.

“It’s really different from last
year. Hopefully, last year was

ds a flu shot

a once-in-a-lifetime year,” he
said, referring to the pandemic
nature of last year’s outbreak
and poor availability of vac-
cine.

Eberhart-Phillips said the best
indicator of how the flu season
may behave in Kansas is by
looking to the Southern Hemi-
sphere, which is approaching it
springtime. There, he said, the
flu has still had the same HIN1
strain and there are deaths,
but the intensity of the virus is
down.

In New Zealand, for example,
areas that didn’t have high out-
breaks of the flu in 2009 are
seeing more cases this year,
suggesting that people who got
HINI1 last year are protected
somewhat this year, he said.

Bird buyers can tweet for a discount

BRAINERD, Minn. (AP) — Tweeting the old-fash-
ioned way can net you a steep discount on a feath-

ered friend.

The Animal Humane Society says its five Minne-
sota shelters are housing too many birds. To encour-
age adoptions, the society says those who can imitate
a bird call or are willing to sing or whistle a few lines
of a bird-themed song will qualify to adopt a bird for

just $1.
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TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
WITH A VISITING PHYSICIAN,

Cheryl Banister, RN
Specialty Clinic Director

PLEASE CALL
(785) 626-3211

on’t need it? Sell it in the classifieds

To place your ad, call 462-3963
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