
higher air to become even more dense and descend 
rapidly in a microburst of wind.

Winds were clocked at 59 mph at 3 p.m. at the 
McCook airport east of town, Mentzer said, but mi-
crobursts can blow as fast as 90 mph. The McCook 
burst seems to have been only the size of one or two 
city blocks and lasted only minutes. 

Mentzer said the storm continued to move north. 
Areas near Ainsworth, Neb., experienced similar 
building damage. The service issued what it calls 
a “Signifi cant Weather Alert,” warning people that 
dangerous conditions could form. 

“Microbursts are notoriously hard to forecast for 

and warn for,” he said, adding that the winds don’t 
show up on radar.

Before the thunderstorms, northwest Kansas 
had about two weeks of winds from 25 to 40 mph. 
Mentzer said this was due to a low-pressure system 
in eastern Colorado. The winds happen each year in 
the fall, he said, but usually start later.

An entirely different set of high winds are expect-
ed Thursday from a cold front moving through the 
area, he added.

The service is predicting a 30 percent chance of 
thunderstorms tonight. Besides more wind, the rest 
of the week is expected to be sunny and clear with 
high temperatures returning to the low 90s on the 
weekend.
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Thursday Evening September 2, 2010
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Wipeout Rookie Blue NightlinePrime Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS Big Brother CSI: Crime Scene The Mentalist Local Late Show Letterman Late

KSNK/NBC Community 30 Rock Office Community Law & Order: SVU Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX Bones Fringe Local

Cable Channels
A & E The First 48 The First 48 The Squad The Squad Manhunter Manhunter The First 48

AMC Troy Master and Commander

ANIM The Great Rift River Monsters The Great Rift

BRAVO Housewives of D.C. Housewives of D.C. Housewives of D.C. Housewives/NJ Jersey

CMT 100 Greatest Videos The Singing Bee Smarter Smarter

CNN Rick's List Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY Tosh.0 Tosh.0 South Pk Futurama Futurama Futurama Daily Colbert Futurama Futurama

DISC Secrets of Chocolate Pitchmen MythBusters Secrets of Chocolate Pitchmen

DISN Camp Rock Sonny Sonny Jonas L.A Jonas L.A Hannah Hannah

E! Born Different Bring It On Chelsea E! News Chelsea The Spin

ESPN College Football Score College Football

ESPN2 Tennis SportsCenter Baseball Basket.

FAM Major Payne Major Payne The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Jeff Corwin Iron Chef America Cakes Family St Good Eats Unwrapped Iron Chef America

FX Final Destination Lara Croft Tmb Final Destination

HGTV First My First Property Property House House House House Property Property

HIST The Universe Stan Lee's Stan Lee's MonsterQuest The Universe

LIFE Project Runway Project Runway Road Road Road Road Medium

MTV Teen Mom Jersey Shore Jersey Shore Jersey Jersey Shore Jersey

NICK My Wife My Wife Lopez Lopez Lopez Lopez Lopez Lopez Lopez Lopez

SCI The Langoliers WCG Ultimate Gamer Stargate SG-1

SPIKE Gangland TNA Wrestling TNA ReACTION MANswers MANswers

TBS 300 Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Lopez Tonight Earl Earl

TCM Once in West High Plains Drifter

TLC American Chopper American Chopper BBQ Pitmasters American Chopper BBQ Pitmasters

TNT Law & Order Bones Sahara Dark Blue

TOON Total Flapjack Adventure Total King-Hill King-Hill Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen

TRAV No Reservation No Reservation Bizarre Foods Bizarre Foods No Reservation

TV LAND The Nanny The Nanny Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne

USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU NCIS White Collar House

VH1 Road House Behind the Music Metal Metal Metal

WGN WWE Superstars Funniest Home Videos WGN News at Nine Scrubs Scrubs WWE Superstars

Premium Channels
HBO Eagle Eye Hung Hung Hung Entourage Entourage Taxicab Confessions Hard Knocks

MAX Collateral Damage Taken The Devil Wears Nada

SHOW Paris, je t'aime Motherhood Body Beach Girlfriend Exp
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Friday Evening September 3, 2010
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Wife Swap Primetime: What 20/20 Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS Medium CSI: NY Flashpoint Local Late Show Letterman Late

KSNK/NBC Who Do You Dateline NBC Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX Human Target The Good Guys Local

Cable Channels
A & E Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds The Glades Criminal Minds

AMC McLintock! The Cowboys

ANIM River Monsters Blood Dolphins River Monsters Blood Dolphins River Monsters

BRAVO 40-Year-Old Vir 40-Year-Old Vir

CMT Your Chance to Dance Your Chance to Dance The Singing Bee The Singing Bee Cribs Smarter

CNN Rick's List Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY Scrubs Scrubs Presents Presents Comedy Presents Comedy Comedy Rhys Darby

DISC Man, Woman, Wild Man, Woman, Wild Beyond Survival Man, Woman, Wild Man, Woman, Wild

DISN Camp Rock 2 Wizards Wizards Wizards Deck Good Luck Sonny

E! Next Door Next Door Jerseylicious The Soup The Soup Chelsea E! News Chelsea The Soup

ESPN College Football SportsCenter Baseball NFL Live

ESPN2 Tennis 2010 Poker Nation NASCAR

FAM Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Chopped Champions Diners Diners Chefs vs. City Rachael's Vacation Diners Diners

FX Da Vinci The Bourne Identity Rescue Me Charlie's Angels

HGTV Property Block House House House House Income My First House House

HIST Stan Lee's Stan Lee's Stan Lee's Nostradamus Effect Stan Lee's

LIFE Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba How I Met How I Met Frasier Medium

MTV Jersey I Was 17 Teen Mom Girlfight Jersey

NICK Big Time Rush Lopez Lopez Lopez Lopez Lopez Lopez Lopez Lopez

SCI Stephen King Haven Haven

SPIKE CSI: Crime Scene Investigation Entourage Entourage Entourage Entourage MANswers Trailers

TBS Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Titanic 28 Days

TCM Así Era Pancho Villa Pancho Villa Cuando Viva Villa

TLC Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes

TNT Saving Private Ryan Outlaw Josey

TOON Ben 10 Generator Star Wars Star Wars King-Hill King-Hill Fam. Guy Amer. Dad Childrens Oblongs

TRAV Man, Food Man, Food Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Bigfootville Man, Food Man, Food

TV LAND The Nanny The Nanny Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne

USA White Collar White Collar White Collar White Collar White Collar

VH1 Behind the Music The Short Best, I Love Best, I Love Back to School

WGN The Matrix Videos Scrubs Scrubs South Pk South Pk

Premium Channels
HBO 9 Transformers Eastbound Hung Hard Knocks

MAX Funny People Chinatown Lingerie

SHOW Weeds The Big C Inglourious Basterds The People vs. Larry Flynt
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LOCAL TV LISTINGS
sponsored by thesponsored by the

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

Equals total government connecting.

PART 
INFO 
GETTING

PART 
IDEA
SHARING

PLUS

USA.gov is your official source for federal, state and local government 
information. You’ll find answers to questions on everything from 
Social Security and government auctions to product recalls and travel 
advisories. And it’s also the place to share ideas with your government, 
or simply let us know what you think. To make your total government 

connection, visit USA.gov.
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show great progress, and I re-
main optimistic for our bright 
future.”

But even Parkinson acknowl-
edged that revenues still might 
fl uctuate in coming months, 
and other offi cials said Kansans 
shouldn’t read too much into 
the August fi gures.

Alan Conroy, director of the 
Legislative Research Depart-
ment, said September collec-
tions will include quarterly in-
dividual income tax payments, 
as well as the last sales taxes 
collected on back-to-school 
purchases.

“We certainly don’t have 
the recession solved yet, but at 
least the numbers are a step in 
the right direction,” said Senate 
President Steve Morris, a Hugo-
ton Republican who supported 
the sales tax increase. “That’s 
such a breath of fresh air after 
what we’ve been through.”

If the state’s month-to-month 

tax collections were to fall short 
of expectations, the state could 
be forced to revise its $13.7 bil-
lion budget. Last year, revenue 
shortfalls led Parkinson to im-
pose cuts in July and November 
while lawmakers were out of 
session.

Conservative Republicans 
still believe the sales tax in-
crease will dampen economic 
activity. But GOP House Ma-
jority Leader Ray Merrick, of 
Stilwell, acknowledged that the 
August fi gures could indicate a 
positive trend.

“Let’s just hope it continues,” 
he said.

The state collected almost 
$193 million in individual in-
come taxes in August, about 4 
percent more than the $185 mil-
lion predicted.

Retail sales tax collections 
were almost $169 million, com-
pared to a projection of $143 
million. The surplus was $26 
million, or about 18 percent.

From “REVENUE,” Page 1

Tame thunderstorm intensifies State says tax revenue
collection up in August
From “STORM,” Page 1

We want your local news!
 Call the Colby Free Press at 462-3963

Highway chiefs say they need money
By Chuck Bartels

Associated Press Writer

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. – The 
U.S. must expand and improve 
rural highways because its inad-
equate system can’t support the 
trade and tourism that helps drive 
the nation’s economy, a group of 
state highway department direc-
tors said Monday.

The American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation 
Offi cials released a report in Little 
Rock and in Wichita, Kan., saying 
freight shipped by tractor-trailers 
is projected to grow rapidly in the 
coming couple of decades and 
much of that travel will be on ru-
ral roads.

Marvin Childers, director of 
The Poultry Federation, noted 
that Arkansas is the No. 2 chicken 
producer, churning out 30 million 
broilers per week. The birds are 
shipped by truck, as is their feed, 
often over two-lane roads.

Legislation that has given states 
federal money for highway work 
is to expire Dec. 31. Association 
director John Horsley said that, in 
the short term, Congress needs to 
extend the funding at present lev-
els until a new bill can be crafted. 
Horsley and other speakers said 
$600 billion would be enough to 
expand roads’ capacity and make 
them safer.

When most people think about 
highway work, they think of urban 
congestion and orange barrels on 
the road, speakers at an associa-
tion news conference said. But the 

60 million people who live in rural 
America equal the population of 
the nation’s largest 100 cities.

“Too often what we found, the 
needs of rural America ... are not 
understood,” Horsley said.

Good roads serve industry and 
create jobs, just as good schools 
enhance a community’s vitality, 
Mississippi highways chief Larry 
“Butch” Brown said.

“It’s time to provide (rural mo-
torists) with a better system,” 
Brown said.

The South and West are expect-
ed to undergo the greatest popu-
lation growth in the years ahead, 
and roads and transit systems need 
to be able to keep up. Brown noted 
that in Idaho, for instance, major 
highways are far apart.

“To give you some idea of the 
scale of these distances, for a 
farmer to move his grain harvest 
in Idaho, he would have to cross 
the width of the entire state of 
Massachusetts to get from one 
major highway to the other,” 
Brown said.

The report notes that 66 U.S. 
cities with a population of 50,000 
or more do not have direct access 
to interstate highways. The list in-
cludes Jefferson City, Mo., which 
is a state capitol. In Arkansas, Hot 
Springs and Jonesboro are on the 
list, although the state has the 12th 
largest highway system in the 
U.S., Arkansas highways director 
Dan Flowers said.

California has 19 cities on the 
list, Texas has seven and Georgia 
and Wisconsin have three each. 

No other state has more than two.
Many two-lane rural roads were 

constructed decades ago and don’t 
have shoulders or emergency 
lanes.

Flowers acknowledged it’s a 
bad time to seek a massive com-
mitment from Congress for high-
way improvement. States have 
undergone budget cuts and there 
is slim support for an increase in 
the federal gasoline tax to provide 
more highway funding.

Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: A 30 percent chance 

of showers and thunderstorms 
before 4 a.m. Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 59. South wind 5 to 
10 mph becoming west. 

Thursday: Sunny, with a high 
near 79. Windy, with a north 
wind 15 to 20 mph increasing to 
between 25 and 30 mph. Winds 
could gust as high as 40 mph.

Thursday Night: Clear, with 
a low around 45. North wind be-
tween 5 and 15 mph. 

Friday: Sunny, with a high 
near 80. West wind between 5 
and 10 mph. 

Friday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 50. 

Saturday: Sunny, with a high 
near 90. 

Saturday Night: Clear, with a 
low around 55. 

Sunday: Sunny, with a high 
near 94. 

Sunday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 65. 

Labor Day: Sunny, with a high 
near 92. 

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 59. 

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high 
near 89.

Monday: High, 90; Low 59
Tuesday: High, 88; Low 61
Precip: Monday 0.04 inches
 Tuesday 0.00 inches
 August: 2.55 inches
 Year:   17.05 inches
 Normal:  16.41 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:14 a.m. 8:13 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)
Colby Water Use 

Monday 2,321,000 gal.
Tuesday 3,044,000 gal.

(Colby Public Works)


