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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 8/26

Dear Heloise: I wear contact lenses and have 
extra CASES that came free when I bought prod-
ucts. They’re small, flat, and the lids screw on 
tightly. 

I’ve used them as pill containers, for lip gloss, 
for cuticle cream, etc. They don’t take up a lot of 
space, and they don’t open easily. You can have 
one or two in each of your most-used purses, so 
that you don’t have to totally shift the contents 
each time. 

If the screw-on lids look alike, write the con-
tents on the outside with permanent marker. – 
R.H., via e-mail

Have you been peeking in my purse? I’ve used 
the contact containers for hand cream, perfume 
and even extra liquid makeup for touch-ups! I 
put several coats of nail polish on the lid to mark 
them. – Heloise

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: My travel hint is this: Take along 

one of those room fresheners that do double duty 
as a night light. Plug it in near the bathroom. You 
never know when someone will need to get up in 
the middle of the night in an unfamiliar room. I 
prefer the kind that has scented oil. I choose the 
aroma for the room. Just remember to take it with 
you when you leave. -- Marion in New Jersey

EASY CLEAN
Dear Heloise: My parents have floor-to-ceiling 

windows with baseboards and quarter rounds. 
I used an electric toothbrush (disposable, obvi-
ously) to clean the baseboards, which have a lot 
of crevices. – Shari, via e-mail 

PILLOWCASE PLACER
Dear Heloise: Marking jewelry for garage 

sales is a challenge. I take an old pillowcase, cut 
a small opening in the center of the closed end 
and slip a hanger through the hole. Then I pin 
my jewelry items on the pillowcase and hang it 
up somewhere in the garage. This makes it easi-
er for shoppers to see what items are for sale. It 
works much better than putting earrings, neck-
laces, bracelets and pins in containers on a table. 
– Nancy in Elk Grove, Calif.

CAN-TASTROPHE
Dear Readers: Recently, I was attempting to 

open a can of tomato soup when the pull tab 
popped right off! I didn’t know what to do! The 
lip of the can was too tall for my can opener to 
do the job. At my wits’ end, I called the manufac-
turer, and here is what it said.

The company is working on a redesign of the 
can where the pull tab won’t come off so easily, 
and if it does, a can opener will be able to finish 
the job.

The company graciously offered to send me 
a new can for my trouble! Great consumer rela-
tions! – Heloise

(c)2010 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Contact cases
have many uses

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/27

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Pass. Once partner rebids two diamonds, it 

becomes clear that there is no game in this hand, 
so the only question remaining is where to play 
the partscore.

The two-diamond rebid identifies a hand of 
minimum opening strength with a rebiddable 
diamond suit, nearly always six or seven cards in 
length. Partner cannot be keen about hearts since 
he failed to raise them immediately. He also can-
not have four spades since he did not bid one 
spade over one heart.

Any further move over two diamonds would 
therefore be asking for trouble, so you should get 
out of the bidding while you still have a chance 
for a plus score.

2. Three notrump. An opening bid facing an 
opening bid is a game, and all signs here point 
to the game being in notrump. With 14 high-card 
points, notrump distribution and all suits stopped, 
no other bid should be considered.

A two-notrump response at this point would 
not be forcing, while a three-club bid, though 
forcing, runs the risk of partner’s venturing past 
three notrump at his next turn.

3. Two spades. This is a special bid designed to 
find the best place to play for game, which could 
be in hearts, diamonds or notrump. If partner 
next bids hearts or diamonds, you will bid game 
in that suit. If partner bids two notrump, indicat-
ing at least one club stopper, you plan to raise to 
three.

If by any chance partner raises spades, which is 
quite unlikely since he cannot have four cards in 
that suit, you can always retreat to diamonds.

4. Three diamonds. This bid invites but does 
not force partner to continue. Game is unlikely 
if he passes. 

If partner bids again, he may show belated 
heart support by bidding three hearts, in which 
case you will carry on to four hearts. If he bids 
three notrump, you will accept that choice.

If partner bids four diamonds, you will be 
faced with a tossup decision as to whether to bid 
five diamonds or pass. If partner has S 962 H K3 
D AK10863 C A4, five diamonds is an excellent 
spot, while if he has S KQ3 H 6 D AKJ8652 C 
73, five diamonds has no play.

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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