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scouraged
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I feel so bad for my neph-
ew. He is 10 years old, and a great little guy. He’s
full of life and enthusiastic about everything. But
lately he has been moping around, and I see his
confidence slipping. He seems discouraged much
of the time. He doesn’t seem to have the ability to
understand or absorb the material at school, even
though he seems to be as smart as the next kid.
There is some testing going on, but in the mean-
time, can I help him somehow? — P.G.

Dear P.G.: It is quite sad to see a child suf-
fering — if only self-esteem were something we
could put a bandage on and tell the child it will
be OK soon. I'm sure your nephew doesn’t really
know what the problem is — and I hope the tests
will clarify what’s going on with him — but you
can be sure it is not because he is lazy, doesn’t
care or can’t succeed. So if you can let him know
you are proud of his attempts to succeed despite
difficulties, and invite him to talk about his feel-
ings, that might go a long way toward helping
him overcome his discouraged state of mind.

It also might be helpful for you to spend some
time with him trying to discover and encourage
his own special talents. He is at an age where he
can start developing interests outside of the class-
room, and if he goes in the right direction, those
interests can become passions and possibly even
a career. Just because he isn’t good at reading — or
math or science — doesn’t mean he can’t take an
interest in something that will light a spark. He
may be excited by any number of things, from
athletics to music to art to nature. He may have it
in him to be a magician or a lifeguard or a foren-
sic scientist. So start exploring.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am seeing a guy who is
a lot of fun and has lots of friends. We are in our
mid-30s. But I notice that almost everyone in his
social circle — full of artsy types — is close to So-
cial Security age! They are all energetic, produc-
tive, fun, hip and all that, but does it seem odd to
you? I feel strange when we hang out with this
older set. Plus, he doesn’t even talk to his own
parents. — D.C.

Dear D.C.: I wouldn’t use the word “odd,”
but it is unusual. Most young people don’t like
to hang out with anyone who reminds them of
their parents’ generation. But this generation of
baby boomer senior citizens didn’t fit that mold —
they never really grew up, the way their own par-
ents did, and a lot of what they enjoy and think is
important may appeal to their children and their
friends. And it sounds like a few older friends
wouldn’t bother you, but it might be uncomfort-
able to be the only 30-something in the crowd,
except for your date — who doesn’t notice.

In a perfect world, no one would care about
anyone else’s age, race, gender and so forth. But
in this case, you probably wouldn’t be uncom-
fortable if your friend had at least a balance of all
ages of companions. The fact that he gravitates
toward older folks might stem from his lack of
relationships with his own parents. It seems an
easy answer, but sometimes the most obvious is
the best bet — could it be that he is substituting all
these older people for the parents he may feel he
never had, or at least doesn’t have today?
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North-South vulnerable.
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The bidding:
South West North  East
I8 4 Pass 39 34
6

Opening lead — six of spades.

Avoiding a Guess

Assume you reach six hearts as shown and
West leads a spade. When you play the ten, East
covers with the queen, and you win with the ace.

There is no way you can avoid losing a spade,
so the big question is how to avoid a diamond
loser. This would be easy enough to manage if
you could see the opponents’ cards — all you’d
have to do is finesse against the player with the
queen.

But you can’t see the adverse hands and will
therefore have to rely on your ingenuity to help
solve the problem. The only clue so far as to the
probable location of the queen is that East entered
the bidding, so he is perhaps a bit more likely to
have it.

This evidence is far from conclusive, however,
and it would be incorrect to rely upon it exclu-
sively. It is far better to try to learn more about
the defenders’ hands before making a final deci-
sion.

Accordingly, you cash the ace of clubs at trick
two, then play a heart to the ten and ruff a club.
When you next play a heart to the jack and return
the jack of clubs, all your worries cease when
East plays the king on it.

Instead of ruffing the club, as originally
planned, you discard your spade loser, relieving
you of the problem of having to guess how to
play the diamonds.

East is on lead and must hand you the contract
regardless of what he returns. If he leads a spade,
dummy’s jack becomes a trick, while if he leads a
diamond, you score three diamond tricks. It turns
out that the best way of dealing with the queen of
diamonds is not to try to guess its location at all.
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“Don’t bother me! It’s the last day of
vacation and | have 101 postcards

to write!”
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This is a logic-based num-

ber placement puzzle.
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Cryptoquip

TLGO Y RLUREGO NYPXGP

0GGSB JQ MPDG NQIEB JQ

IYEG YRJUQO,

U TQMIS

YBBMXG LG GDDB JLGX QO.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF SOMEBODY WERE
OBSESSED WITH SNAPS AND ZIPPERS, THAT
MAY BE CHARACTERIZED AS A FASTEN-ATION.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; D equals G

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 37 Uncertain 55 For fear 21 Remiss
1 Willy 40 Women’s that 23 Driver’s
Wonka'’s garment, 180
creator for short DOWN 24 Concert
5 U.K. fliers 41 Parish 1 Moist receipts
8 Humpty’s head 2 Largest 25 Tramcars’
perch 45 Con- continent contents
12 Cruising sumes 3 Aid 26 Beer
13 Havea 47 Lucy of 4 Treat for ingredient
bug “Charlie’s Garfield 27 Hodge-
14 Do as Angels” 5 Moroc- podge
you're 49 “The co’s 28 Kid-
told Music capital napper
15 Wire Man” 6 Melody 32 Reading
measures setting 7 Failed, on matter
16 Sis’ coun- 50 Ror- Broadway for the
terpart schach 8 1981 blind
17 Put picture John 33 Unfriendly
together 51 Journal Lennon 35 Resis-
18 Tropical 52 Congre- hit tance
fruit gational 9 Leaves in unit
20 Blueprint cry the lurch 36 Census
22 Energy 53 Un- 10 Started statistic
26 Com- dressed 11 Caustic = 38 Heredi-
plains 54 Navy solution tary
29 Cowboy rank 19 “Of status,
nickname (Abbr.) course” perhaps
30 Rowing 39 Pharma-
need Solution time: 25 mins. ceuticals
31 Actress 42 Heavy
Jessica F reading
32 Un- A 43 Hasn't
opened DM paid yet
flower \;\v ,1] 44 Carry
33 Initial S N on
stake D[1[N F 45 “Chicago”
34 Cover OJ|O|OfMPIEIA lyricist
35 Bobby of |CILIOISIE|QIU 46 Carte
hockey E E 3“ lead-in
36 Foolish s[s 48 Charged
ones bit
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