
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/09

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 8/06

Famous Hand
One innocent-looking play can sometimes 

make all the difference between the success and 
failure of a contract. For a striking example, con-
sider this deal played in a match between the 
United States and Italy.

When an American pair held the North-South 
cards, they got to six hearts as shown, and West 
led a diamond. Declarer finessed the queen, los-
ing to the king, and back came the nine of dia-
monds to the ten, jack and ace. Declarer later 
tried a spade finesse, losing to West’s queen, and 
so finished down one.

When the Italian North-South pair played the 
hand, they also reached six hearts with South 
as declarer, and again West led a diamond. But 
at this table, South made the contract. Further-
more, he did so simply by playing the deuce of 
diamonds from dummy at trick one instead of the 
queen. East could do no better than win with the 
king, and South had his 12th trick.

When the play is analyzed, it becomes clear 
that the Italian declarer’s approach was far bet-
ter than his counterpart’s at the other table. Play-
ing low from dummy at trick one wins whenever 
West has led from the jack, regardless of who has 
the king. At the same time, it maintains the pos-
sibility of a successful diamond finesse later on, 
if South decides to fall back on that option.

But even more to the point, if East wins the 
diamond lead with the jack, declarer gains an ad-
ditional advantage. Whatever East returns, South, 
after drawing trumps, can cash the K-A of spades 
without running the risk of a spade finesse. Oc-
casionally (nearly 20 percent of the time) the 
singleton or doubleton queen will appear. Even 
if it does not, South still has the diamond finesse 
to fall back on.

(c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Page 8   Colby Free Press Monday, August 9, 2010

Dear Dr. Brothers: When my best friend tells 
me she has had a huge blowout with her mother, I 
just shrug. When she says she didn’t get any sleep 
last night, I don’t suggest a sleeping pill. The rea-
son is that I don’t believe her, because she always 
exaggerates everything. So I have stopped be-
ing supportive when she comes to me with these 
tales, and now she is calling me insensitive and 
uncaring. How do I be a good friend without buy-
ing all her tales of woe? – L.R.

Dear L.R.: It is interesting to see the way you 
describe your friend: She “always” exaggerates 
“everything.” Notice the absolutes there? That 
would be a description I might have expected 
from your friend. I hope you will examine the 
possibility of the problem not being only her ex-
aggeration, but also your own need to compete 
for one-upmanship. Do you play a game of “Can 
you top this?”

I was interested to see the examples of her ex-
aggerations. They are all downers. She doesn’t 
seem to brag about getting the best deal, or any-
thing involving superlatives. So, perhaps she is 
looking for reassurance that everything will be 
OK or that she is a deserving person or a person 
worth saving from all these traumas. That would 
give you a clue if you really want to be a good 
friend – know that she has a victim self-image, 
and try to help her see the other side of the coin, 
even if you must exaggerate a bit at first!

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am a middle-age guy who 
has never really been alone. I have a wife of 22 
years, two kids who are off at college and a dog. I 
have relatives nearby, and my parents are still liv-
ing and visit regularly. So, my question to you is, 
Why have I begun to feel so lonely? I am literally 
surrounded by people all day at work, and rarely 
spend time by myself. I am a moderately happy 
person – that is, I don’t expect much. I don’t like 
feeling lonely in a crowd. – V.W.

Dear V.W.: Many people equate loneliness 
with being alone – and swear you can’t be lonely 
if you are surrounded by people. Usually the rea-
son they have this belief is that they have never 
experienced being lonely unless they were left 
by themselves with nothing to do. Then they are 
apt to be bored, and to interpret their boredom 
as loneliness. But you and I both know that be-
ing truly lonely has nothing to do with how many 
friends we have or the number of months it has 
been since we’ve had a single hour to ourselves. 
When we realize we are lonely in spite of being 
surrounded by people, it’s time to change things.

You sound rather gray, just about neutral in 
your level of happiness within the family, job, 
relationships and activities. When everything is 
painted with the same brush – no exciting highs 
or devastating lows – you might want to consider 
the possibility that you are suffering from depres-
sion, which can coexist with loneliness. You are 
an empty-nester, yet you don’t seem to realize 
this as a factor in your feelings. Maybe you miss 
your kids more than you are willing or able to 
admit. Talking to someone you respect and care 
about might make this journey easy for you.

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate
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