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Blondie ® Chic Young
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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DOCTOR UNTIL FRIEAY... = ON THE WALL

FOLLOWED ME HOME,

CAN HE
ON\GH?’,%E EP HERE

OR GET TO LOOK ERIN
GRAY STRAIGHT IN THE
EYE AND TELL HER HOW

T KNOW AGING IS HARD FOR YOU,
TED. I KNOW YOU WORRY THAT

- SHE WAS A FASTER RUNNER THAN
I WOULD HAVE THOUGHT.

THE SHEEP GO )
HERE YOU SLEEP

YOU'LL NEVER BE RICH OR FAMOUS...

MUCH YOU LOVED HER
IN "BUCK ROGERS."
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THAT VACATION AGAIN.
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IF YOU ARE CHOSEN
AS MISS AMERICA
WHAT wiLL You DO

THEN I WILL WORK

To IMPROVE EDUCATION
BECAUSE THE CHILDREN
ARE OUR. FUTURE _/
AND I BET SHE‘LLi
Do T ALL IN THAT
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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

Husband wants

nose job for kid

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband has devel-
oped a bizarre obsession with our daughter’s
nose. While I think there’s nothing at all wrong
with it, he insists it’s crooked and large. He insists
we start a savings account to fund plastic surgery.
Thank God our daughter knows nothing of these
debates, as I fear it would ruin her self-esteem.
How can I make him revert to sanity? — K.P.

Dear K.P.: It is a shame that your husband has
gone on this crusade, for it can be a signal he does
not accept his daughter. On the other hand, he
may be empathetic, thinking he knows how your
daughter feels, and that changing her appearance
will offer a happier experience. He may have
been plagued by doubts as a youth if there was
something about his appearance he didn’t like.
Why don’t you probe his motivation? It might
lend logic to the situation.

Whatever is driving him, the fact that your
daughter hasn’t expressed any interest in chang-
ing her appearance is what should guide your
decision. If you want to initiate a conversation
about plastic surgery in general, that is up to you,
but if she picks up on the topic, I would empha-
size that you, as a couple, are willing to explore
an operation, not that you want her to have one. I
agree that having Dad decide what your daughter
needs to look better could be hurtful. The sooner
you make that clear the better. Only your daugh-
ter knows if her nose is an issue. She needs to feel
unconditional love from both of you.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My brother loves to res-
cue dogs. He currently has seven pit bulls in his
makeshift garage shelter as he tries to find homes.
Recently, he’s been offered the opportunity to
study and work overseas, and is asking me to care
for these dogs! It would be fine for a week, but he
doesn’t know when — or if — he will be back. How
do I tell him no? — C.F.

Dear C.F.: It would help if you were a big
dog lover too, but even if you were, there would
be the issues of space and time to care for these
pets properly. Your brother sounds generous, but
obviously doesn’t realize the commitment must
be shared by anyone who takes these animals
on. Perhaps he has a lot of time, or maybe the
animals aren’t getting ideal care. Seven dogs in
a garage doesn’t sound ideal, and could endanger
anyone near them if they aren’t properly social-
ized. There even is the possibility that these dogs
may be unable to transfer to another person!

So, of course you must tell him no, and the
sooner the better. Unless you have led him on
or he had unrealistic expectations, he probably
will understand. Perhaps you can help him place
the dogs in homes. There also are breed-rescue
groups that appreciate this type of dog. You have
your work cut out.
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Bridge e steve Becker

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH

SOUTH
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The bidding:
North East
1 & Pass
3 Pass
49
Opening lead — ten of spades.

South
1v
3

West
Pass
Pass

Long Live the King

The defenders are usually in the dark when
play commences. Whatever knowledge they have
of declarer’s hand at that stage comes largely
from the bidding. But as the play progresses, the
defenders learn more and more about declarer’s
high cards and distribution, and can then apply
this knowledge to score their rightful share of the
tricks.

Take this deal where East has a crucial deci-
sion to make early in the play. West leads a spade,
taken by South’s king. Declarer plays the jack of
hearts, West and dummy follow low, and East
wins with the queen.

If East lacks the courage to return a diamond
at this point, South makes the contract. Declarer
wins any other return, cashes the ace of hearts and
then plays four rounds of clubs, discarding two
of his diamond losers. West ruffs the fourth club
with the heart king, but the contract is home.

In general, it is poor policy for a defender to
lead away from a king when dummy has Q-10-x,
as this can all too easily cost a trick if declarer has
the ace. But this generality should not be allowed
to intimidate the defense in all situations. Each
deal is an entity in its own right and should be ap-
proached in a practical manner, not in a vacuum.

East’s aim here is to find some way for his side
to score four tricks. In attempting to reach this
goal, he must not credit declarer with a holding
that renders the contract impregnable. He should
instead assume declarer has a hand that permits
the contract to be defeated.

As a first step, East should assume his partner
has the king of hearts, since it is unlikely that
declarer would take a first-round finesse for the
queen with a trump suit headed by the K-J-10.
East therefore credits his partner with a trump
trick.

He then starts looking for two more tricks.
Since declarer obviously has no spade or club
losers, East’s only remaining hope is that West
has the ace of diamonds. So East shifts to a dia-
mond at trick three, and West takes the ace and
returns a diamond to sink the contract.
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“Is it okay if | don’t sit down? There’s
too much SAND in the tub!”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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This is a logic-based num-

ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-

ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
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each row, column and 3x3

regionmust contain only one

instance of each numeral.
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Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: [F  SOMEONE’S
FANCIFUL IDEAS START TO MAKE YOU ILL, I'D
SAY YOU'RE GETTING NOTION SICKNESS.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: V equals P

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 41 De- 2 Parisian 22 Carry
1 Space pressed pal on
4 Enthusi- 42 Existed 3 Disease 23 Conk
asm 44 Put on ice, cause out
8 “Take — maybe 4 Raced 27 Society
Train” 46 Moods 5 Work newbie
12 Ms. 50 Lingerie unit 29 Cause
Thurman item 6 Away of a
13 Approxi- 51 Singer from fat lip?
mately Amos port 30 Lotion
14 Sauce 52 X-ray dis- 7 Unsocial additive
thickener coverer type 31 Lascivi-
15 Element 56 Settled 8 State ous
in laugh- down cop 33 Edit
ing gas 57 Shake- 9 Swine in the
17 Story- spearean 10 Conti- extreme
book baddie nental 35 Fond du
villain 58 Before coin —, WI
18 Run 59 Got up 11 Ice 38 — chi
smoothly 60 “No —” skater’s 40 Mingle
19 Spray (“OK”) leap 43 Disrobe
can 61 Arrest 16 Abrade 45 Leftover
21 Investi- 20 Disen- scrap
gated DOWN cumber 46 Luminary
24 Tear 1 Pistol 21 Scenario 47 Game
25 Trail the Solution time: 25 mins. played on
pack horses
26 Accom- 48 Eye part
plished 49 Take
28 Transfer to the
32 Finished skies
34 Conger, 53 Id coun-
e.g. terpart
36 Portrayal 54 Historic
37 Doctrine period
39 “Hum- 55 Kan.
bug!” neighbor
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