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Above-average rain
strangling grasses

Turf specialist Rodney St. John
has been worrying since June
about the survival odds this year
for park, lawn, playing field, and
putting green grasses in the Mid-
west.

“The basic problem is that the
ground stayed soaking wet for
most of spring and into the sum-
mer. Plus, we had periods of sig-
nificant heat, combined with high
humidity,” said St. John, who is
with Kansas State University Re-
search and Extension.

Ironically, many lawns also ex-
perienced two periods of drought
stress, he added. From late March
into early April, for example,
Kansas was under a red flag warn-
ing (highest wildfire risk). But,
about the only people who noticed
were ranchers needing to burn
pastures.

The rainfall records don’t sug-
gest turf areas faced more drought
conditions in June. Many of the
region’s weather stations recorded
a new monthly high for total June
rainfall. Dodge City in southwest
Kansas received 147 percent of its
normal June precipitation, while
Topeka in the northeast received
195 percent.

“It was too much of a good
thing,” St. John said. “To do their
job, all plant roots need oxygen.
But, waterlogged soils no longer
have room for tiny pockets of air.

So, if roots stay soaking wet too
long, they start to ‘drown’ — from
the bottom up. Lawns struggle and
may even die.”

This was the cause of late June’s
drought-type stress for lawns.

“By mid-June, excessive soil
moisture had already shortened
the roots of tall fescue and Ken-
tucky bluegrass. Then, the weath-
er turned hot and dry,” St. John
explained. “Those lawn grasses
didn’t have enough of a root
system to keep themselves cool,
much less maintain an adequate
water supply for the plant. When
the top soil dried out, those roots
also couldn’t reach to get moisture
from deeper down.”

Unfortunately, insects and dis-
eases like to attack weak and dam-
aged plants, the turf specialist add-
ed. Moreover, most plant diseases
thrive in warm, moist conditions,
so this spring they were “going
crazy.” The resulting damage, in
turn, gave lawn weeds more room
to settle in.

“When heat and/or drought
set in, lawns may need more fre-
quent watering to avoid damage
or death this summer,” St. John
said. “In years of more average
rainfall, K-State’s typical advice
helps head off the problems we’re
facing now: Water deeply and in-
frequently, encouraging turf to de-
velop deep roots.”

Office Phone 785/ 675-3991

Shop Phone 785/ 675-3023

¢ Certified Installation

e Irrigation Pump Repair
e Irrigation Well Drilling

* Environmental Drilling

Heath Paxson

PUMP &
OOFTER1024 Oak Ave. WE
Hoxie, KS 67740

Now offering heat pump systems!
* Lower Your Monthly Ultility Bills

* Call For Information Today

* Domestic Well Drilling & Repair

For all your irrigation needs call:

Doug Holzmeister 785/675-8508
785/675-8503

Fax: 785/ 675-3990
E-mail: woofpw@ruraltel.net

New Spine Surgeon Brings a World of Experience
to the Orthopedic Institute at Hays Medical Center

Dr. Sharma has extensive experience in the

diagnosis and treatment of a broad spectrum of

spinal disorders including:
* Management of cervical, thoracic, and
lumbar disc herniations

¢ Treatment of spine fractures and other
spine injuries

e Spinal cysts

e Spinal cord herniation

 Spine tumors

e Surgery for spinal stenosis

* Inpatient and outpatient
rehabilitation services

your spinal disorder and get you back to living your life.

Dr. Sharma graduated from the G.S.
Medical College and K.E.M. Hospital
Program at the University of Mumbai in
India. After completing his internship and

residency, he earned his diploma in orthopedic

surgery at the College of Physicians and
Surgeons in Mumbai. He moved to the

United States in 2005 and completed several

clinical fellowships.

Dr. Sharma’s fellowships include: Orthopedic
Spine Surgery: The Christ Hospital, Cincinnati

Children’s Hospital, University of Cincinnati,
(Cincinnati); Orthopedic Sports Medicine

and Arthroscopy: Boston Children’s Hospital,

When everyday activities such as bending, looking overhead or simply shaking your head
become a challenge due to back pain, turn to Vivek Sharma, M.D., at the Orthopedic
Institute at Hays Medical Center. Dr. Sharma, the newest physician at the Orthopedic
Institute, is an expert on the very latest surgical and non-surgical treatment options for
problems of the back and spine. His focus is on finding the most effective way to address

Harvard Medical School (Boston); Pediatric
Orthopedics: B.]. Wadia Hospital for Children
(Mumbai, India), Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital, University of Cincinnati (Cincinnati);
and Joint Reconstruction and Arthroplasty,
University of Minnesota (Minneapolis).

He’s also put his expertise to work as an
orthopedic physician for the Boston Ballet, the
Boston Marathon and NCAA games in Boston.

Now he’s putting that same expertise to
work for you. Right here in western Kansas.
For more information about Dr. Sharma or
available services at the Orthopedic Institute,
go to www.haysortho.com.
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Hays Medical Center is partnering with

your community to bring you easy access

to advanced medicine. Every month. So
treat your knees, back, heart and more to
exceptional care. From very smart specialists

in your own neighborhood.

C

HAYSMED

Learn more at haysmed.com

Colby Outreach Clinic Schedule

|
Cardiology — Dr. Fisher | Mobile Echo
Third Tuesday \ Tuesdays
Call (785) 625-4699 : (785) 460-1250

Ear, Nose & Throat — Dr. Regier Orthopedics — Dr. Ahad
First Wednesday Third Wednesday
{785) 628-3131 (866) 428-8221

Ear, Nose & Throat — Dr. Black Orthopedics — Dr. Bassett
Fourth Wednesday First Tuesday
{785) 628-3131 (866) 428-8221

General Surgery — Dr. Hornick Urology
Monthly Thursdays, every two weeks
{785) 623-5945 (785) 462-7511 or (785)432-3332

Call the number listed for specific clinic locations.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Andrea, Heather or Kathryn today at 462-3963.

ROSALES

PLUMBING

For All Your Commercial & Residential Plumbing Needs
24-Hour Emergency Service Available

Also Servicing Heating, Air and Septic Tank Systems!

David J. Rosales

Owner

(785) 675-8254 or (785) 657-7251
832 17th Street ® PO Box 742

Hoxie, Kansas 67740

Kitchen
& Bath

The

Tool Box

Custom Cabinetry e Counter Tops
Design, Fabrication & Installation

Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing

Shop 462-7843 ¢ Dennis 443-3140

www.toolboxkitchen.com

Sales & Service

NEW SYSTEM

(800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Need a new insurance partner?

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life
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www.claritylc.com

Clarity Life Coaching Services

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

College | Retirement

SRR,
."_u\\ Laura Wing. PLC

Professional Life Coach

o e COMMERCIAL
David Browne Il ":E Become a winning  phone: gfnilnsili\g:e’:l- 1-800-536-6642 RLg)ber Slng(Iie Ply
gglllbl; FKrisminn FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES champion in your 785-821-4277 or 719-646-1514 GAF Shingles 1-785-462-6642 White TPO Single Ply

’ Insurance  Investments Wood Shingles

(785) 462-3388 own life! Live your E-mail:

dreams!

Built Up Systems
wiwefbfs.com Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES Modified Systems

Laura_Wing_plc@yahoo.com Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday - Saturday

OPEN EACH DAY AT 4 P.M.
Tuesdays: Lady's Night Golf
Wednesdays: Men's Night Golf
Fridays: Couples Night Golf

BUSY. BUSY.

Gift-giving
greatness.

Generic gifts got you down? Well, wake ‘
up your inner gifting genius! | have gift
ideas that are anything but blah. Gifts gis.
adore. Gifts guys gotta have. Any budget.
Any occasion. Any time. I'm here to make"_
your life easier! Just ask!

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.ghZi@statefarm.com

Life insurance shouldn’t wait.

Even though life is busy, take
a moment to reflect on what's
most important. For peace of
mind, protect your family with
State Farm"” life insurance.
Like a good neighbor,

PRIME RIB DINNER SPECIAL
EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT

SMOKE FREE JUNE 1!

[ MEAL SPECIALS EVERY NIGHT ]

785-460-6443 o, 12 :
Cetow L =755 S B
T GoLe Course & RESTAURANT ~ /0 | = =" . Independent Beauty Consultant
State ‘ ar m www.marykay.com/jasmine_stewart
785-462-0127

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

0901038




