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Rethinking needed
on alcohol price law

Most of you are familiar with Cynthia, the 
columnist who writes for the newspaper. Not 
all of you know Cynthia, the pharmacist who 
fills in at drug stores from Norton to Colby and 
sometimes as far as Goodland, Quinter, Hoxie 
and Smith Center.

She was a pharmacist married to a reporter 
long before we bought our first newspaper out 
in Colorado. But then we had this business to 
run, there was no drug store in the county and 
so she started to learn about the newspaper.

Soon, she was an award-winning columnist 
and photographer, as well as the bookkeeper 
and a volunteer emergency medical technician 
in our little mountain town. But she yearned 
to keep her hand in her chosen profession. 
Eventually, she took a one-day-a-week job at a 
chain store in the Valley, some 60 miles away. 
She even learned the store cheer.

Then she switched to the pharmacy at City 
Market, which is what they call Dillon’s in 
southern Colorado. Then the manager quit, 
and she moved up to his full-time job. And 
pretty soon, she was working a whole lot. The 
kids and I had to make dinner most nights, and 
I think she kinda liked that. 

When we moved to Kansas, she said she 
didn’t want to work that much. For a few 
years, she stuck with that, too. But pharma-
cists across western Kansas learned there was 
someone they could call to cover a day off, or 
even a week. She was, and is, in demand.

Lately, she’s been working in Oberlin and 
Norton mostly, but then Dillon’s called and 

she decided to try working there. There was 
nostalgia for a company she liked, and besides, 
she said, they paid better than most.

So, she’s been working a day or two a month 
down in Colby. It didn’t add too much to her 
burden, until one day she got a notice that all 
Dillon’s pharmacists needed to be trained to 
give immunizations.

She always claimed that nurses emptied bed 
pans and gave shots, and her sister might do 
that, but she wouldn’t. There was money in-
volved here, though, something like 21 hours’ 
pay for study, the class in Salina and drive 
time. Plus expenses. 

She came back from Salina sporting three 
Snoopy bandages. 

“We had to practice,” she said. “Not real 
vaccine; just saline solution.”

But those little blood spots on Snoopy’s 
nose looked real enough for me. 

“I thought you practiced on oranges?” I 
said.

“Naw,” she said. “They told us oranges have 
tougher skins than people. We had to practice 
on each other.”

That’s the kind of thing where you want to 
get the first shots, so you can get even with 
your partner. And she can’t get back at you. At 
least, that’s what I’d do.

I noticed Cynthia looking at my arm, and 
I found something to do. I’m not sure if she 
has to do any more practice shots, but no sense 
taking any chances.

Actually, all this wasn’t really as bad as it 
could have been. Last month at a newspaper 
meeting, she was telling everyone about her 
upcoming class. 

“That’s nothing,” said our friend Shelly, a 
dental hygienist. “When I was in school, we 
had to practice Novocain shots on each other. 
We used real Novocain.”

After all, she said, they had to know if the 
gums really were deadened, and they had to do 
the dreaded roof-of-the-mouth shots. You may 
know how those hurt, but if you don’t, never 
volunteer for one. Rumor has it the Chinese 
use them when they question prisoners.

By the end of the day, Shelly said, every-
one’s mouth was numb, so they all went to the 
bar together. The sacrifices people make for 
their professions.

So here’s the deal. If I see Cynthia coming 
with a needle, I’m leaving the room. If I see 
Shelly coming, I’m leaving town. Or maybe 
I’ll just go to the bar.

Steve Haynes is editor and publisher of The 
Colby Free Press and president of Nor’West 
Newspapers. In his spare time, whenever that 
is, he like to ride and watch trains.

Pharmacist’s husband has trials, too

Students considering all-online programs in 
some sciences and performing arts may want 
to check professional requirements and doc-
toral programs first. More graduate programs 
are establishing policies that limit or exclude 
online coursework. 

Syracuse University responds: “Will any 
psychology course transfer?: No. We do not 
accept online courses or courses in which you 
view videotapes and then take a test.” 

The George Washington University program 
for a Doctor of Medicine bluntly states: “No, 
we do not accept online coursework.” The 
University of Colorado School of Pharmacy 
declares: “We do not accept any pre-pharmacy 
math, science or public speaking courses taken 
online.” 

With the first generation of undergraduates 
from online programs applying to professional 
and doctoral programs, faculty can make deci-
sions on the adequacy of students who have 
taken online courses. Their rationale is ex-
plained in the restrictions established by the 
University of California system: 

“Online lab science courses will not be ap-
proved unless they include a supervised wet 
lab component. Since UC has not seen com-
puter software that adequately replicates the 
laboratory experience, computer simulated 
labs and lab kits will not be acceptable. UC 
faculty considers the experimentation process 
a critical component of any laboratory science 
course because it brings the scientific process 
to life. Although online labs have been created 
… UC faculty is not convinced that they ad-
equately replicate the wet lab experience.…” 

While questioning online science labs is 
obvious, similar concerns are mounting for 
performance classes. The California policy 
continues: “Online visual and performing arts 

courses will not be approved, because it is dif-
ficult for students taking online courses to ex-
perience the required performance component 
of performance arts courses and/or replicate 
the expected portfolio component of visual arts 
courses. UC faculty believes that performance 
is a necessary component of any performance 
arts course.

“Whether it is a course in band, choir, dra-
ma, dance or painting/drawing, the immediate 
feedback and coaching of an instructor (ad-
justing the toe point of a dancer, correcting 
the musical intonation of a student, advising 
greater voice projection for a student actor, or 
demonstrating correct technique for a student 
artist) is a critical and necessary component of 
any course.” 

Heaviest exclusion of online coursework 
currently is for science courses. The Universi-
ty of Southern California School of Pharmacy 
declares: “We do not accept on-line classes for 
math and science pre-pharmacy courses.” The 
University of Wisconsin Pharmacy School 
concurs: “All prerequisite science courses 
must be taken in a classroom setting.” 

Texas Tech University Physicians Assistant 
program states: “Online science courses will 
not be accepted.” And some programs now 
exclude online courses completely: “Currently 
at the University of San Diego, the College of 
Arts and Sciences and School of Business do 

not accept online courses at the undergraduate 
level.” 

A tension exists between administrators who 
want to compete with online for-profit schools, 
and faculty who are less enamored. A survey, 
“The Paradox of Faculty Voices: Views and 
Experiences with Online Learning,” released 
last August by the Association of Public and 
Land-Grant Universities, found 70 percent of 
faculty believe online courses are either infe-
rior or somewhat inferior in learning outcomes 
to face-to-face instruction. Even among fac-
ulty who teach online, nearly half gave it an 
inferior or somewhat inferior ranking. 

Just across the Kansas border, there is a non-
thesis Master of Science in Biology offered 
completely online and designed for “… high 
school and middle school teachers, scientists, 
researchers, or anyone who could benefit from 
an advanced education in biology.” Yet when 
I ask biology colleagues from Kansas doctoral 
programs whether they would accept such a 
student into their graduate program, a deci-
sion that rests in the hands of the major profes-
sors alone, their response has been a uniform 
“No!” 

There is not yet any “no online degrees” 
statement in their catalogs. The number of no-
online-courses/degrees statements is likely the 
tip of the iceberg as more faculty are confront-
ed by this truth-in-labeling problem. 

Young students face a dilemma. Without up-
front labeling, students are investing time and 
money in online courses or degrees that will 
not gain them access to the professional pro-
gram they seek.

John Richard Schrock, a professor of biolo-
gy and department chair at a leading teacher’s 
college, lives in Emporia. He emphasizes that 
his opinions are strictly his own.

When the state’s Alcoholic Beverage Control Division an-
nounced last week that it would start enforcement of an old li-
quor law, the result was like pouring beer into a glass too fast.

It quickly bubbled up into a mess.
Fortunately for Kansans, Gov. Mark Parkinson was quick to 

mop things up.
Parkinson made the right call Thursday when he ordered the 

division to halt its plans to enforce the law, passed in the mid-
1980s, which deals with pricing of alcoholic beverages.

In taking decisive action, Parkinson scored a victory not only 
for businesses but possibly for public safety as well.

The trouble began when division announced that the 20-
year-old state law required alcohol to be priced equally per 
ounce.

That was bad news for bar owners, who said it would no 
longer be cost-effective for them to offer smaller drinks.

The reason is that bars generally have adopted the same at-
titude toward pricing that you see in other businesses — it pays 
to buy in bulk. A tavern owner who offered a 16-ounce beer at 
$3 might sell a 32-ounce beer for $4.50 and a 64-ounce pitcher 
for $6.50.

But under the ABC’s interpretation, the law would have re-
quired the owner to sell the 32-ounce beer for $6 and the pitch-
er for $9. Bar owners said patrons wouldn’t pay that much 
for a pitcher, so their strategy would have been to eliminate 
smaller portions in order to maintain reasonable prices on their 
larger sizes.

That wouldn’t have been good from a consumer’s standpoint, 
or for public safety, either. Patrons should have the ability not 
to purchase a super-sized drink if they just want to whet their 
whistle. Our tendency to eat everything on our plate and finish 
everything in our glass could lead to dangerous consequences 
if bars quit selling smaller drinks.

The memo also led to confusion about how it applied to 
mixed drinks.

So considering the concerns the memo generated, it was wise 
for Parkinson to tell the division to back off of the enforcement 
and get guidance on the law from the 2011 Legislature.

Let’s be clear that there’s a good reason the law was passed. 
It was designed to prohibit bar owners from offering irrespon-
sible specials, such as “drink and drown” nights in which pa-
trons who paid a charge at the door could receive an endless 
supply of drinks at drastically reduced prices – like a nickel a 
draw or a quarter per pitcher.

ABC said its decision to reinstitute enforcement came af-
ter some chain establishments sought clarification on pricing 
regulations, and the agency heard concerns about bars offering 
special deals to patrons who participated in “mug clubs.”

Clearly, there’s no harm in looking into those concerns.
But considering what a can of worms the division opened, 

it’s just as clear that Parkinson made the right call in calling 
off the agency.

– The Topeka Capital-Journal, via the Associated Press
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