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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/19

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 7/16

Famous Hand
Declarer sometimes finds himself playing a 

contract that seems utterly hopeless. When this 
unpleasant situation arises, declarer is neverthe-
less obliged to seek some way to surmount his 
difficulties. With the proper frame of mind, he 
might occasionally find a solution to his predica-
ment.

Consider this deal, a classic of its kind, which 
was played many years ago by Charles Solomon. 
You might not approve of the bidding, but, be 
that as it may, Solomon wound up in six hearts, 
and West led his singleton spade.

Superficially, the slam appears impossible to 
make. Declarer seemingly has to lose a spade 
and a club and go down one. However, Solomon 
made the contract – and there was absolutely 
nothing the defenders could do to stop him.

He won the spade lead with dummy’s ace and 
started out spectacularly by cashing the A-K of 
diamonds, on which he discarded the K-Q of 
clubs! He then ruffed a diamond, establishing 
the suit, and drew trumps, discarding two spades 
from dummy.

Now Solomon made his bid for fame and for-
tune by leading the deuce of clubs toward dum-
my’s J-8. Whether West, who had nothing but 
clubs remaining, went up with the ace or not, de-
clarer could not be prevented from discarding his 
three spade losers on dummy’s diamonds to bring 
home the slam.

Had Solomon discarded two of his spade losers 
on the A-K of diamonds before establishing dum-
my’s diamonds, he would have failed against best 
defense. By taking the ace of clubs at the proper 
moment, West could prevent declarer from get-
ting back to dummy and South eventually would 
have lost both a spade and a club for down one.

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: This Memorial Day, my 
neighbor went all out. American flags on each 
corner of his porch, a bald eagle with its wings 
splayed over his door. He even sprayed the stars 
and stripes onto his lawn. When I went for my 
paper, he asked where my decorations were and 
if I wasn’t honoring our troops. I had nothing. 
I thought he was going too far, and it raises the 
question, Can one be too proud? – E.H.

Dear E.H.: I wouldn’t confuse overdecorating 
with being too proud. So the short answer is no 
– one cannot be too proud of honoring fallen sol-
diers on Memorial Day. But your question raises 
underlying issues. Is it correct to equate putting 
up American flags with your level of patriotism? 
How did it make you feel when your neighbor 
questioned yours? He was making as superficial 
a judgment as you were. The flag as a symbol 
has, from time to time, been claimed by various 
groups. It is, unfortunately, sometimes seen as a 
political symbol that divides us.

Ideally, the flag will be displayed according 
to proper procedures: not allowed to touch the 
ground, replaced when it is tattered and so forth. 
More important, it can be flown by all Americans 
at any time during the year. If you are worried 
about your neighbor being too proud, consider 
what harm his display is doing – it makes him 
and others feel good, especially military families, 
whose sacrifice is often ignored. But you needn’t 
be defensive about having no decorations – per-
haps you show your pride in your own way.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I don’t know how other 
people do it. I see them making small talk with 
cashiers, mailmen and co-workers. I, on the other 
hand, feel like some kind of caveman as I stam-
mer out a “Good morning” or a “Thanks.” That’s 
all I can spit out! How do people have this tal-
ent for being friendly to strangers, when the last 
thing I want to do is make conversation? – L.R.

Dear L.R.: You obviously find your lack of a 
glib personal style to be a major failing. It isn’t, 
but since it causes you distress, it would be a good 
idea to remedy this situation. Once making small 
talk becomes second nature to you – and I believe 
that if you work at it you’ll master it – you may 
change your life for the better. How? By turning 
small conversations into bigger ones, and bigger 
ones into relationships, and relationships into 
friendships or romances. As of right now, that’s 
very unlikely to happen. So let’s get to work.

One way to make yourself less self-conscious 
and awkward is to focus your attention on the 
other person. It’s hard to have meaningful con-
versations based on small talk, but you may actu-
ally know a lot about the people you see regularly 
but haven’t talked with much. Comment on a sto-
ry in the newspaper. Ask them how they like their 
new car. Take the emphasis off your shyness, and 
put it on getting to know them. There’s nothing 
wrong with starting with a simple “How’s your 
day going?” And listen to the answer. As others 
respond to your efforts, you’ll get the knack of 
talking to strangers. Take it at your own pace, and 
I’ll bet your social circle will start to expand.

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate
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