
This about Cynthia’s bird feeders. They’re 
not mine, though I do watch the show now and 
then. But she says I write about wild animals 
and she does the pets.

This feeding stuff started a couple of years 
ago. She bought two feeders and hung them in 
the back yard. Then a couple more. Then the 
squirrels got into the ones on the tree, so we’re 
down to the pair on the iron double shepherd’s 
crook. No rodent can climb those.

Oh, we’ve always had humming-bird feed-
ers in Colorado, but that’s a given. Hummers 
are cute and cuddly and everyone loves them. 
It takes more interest and a bird book to get 
into the bigger birds.

Last year, she started feeding the big birds 
in Colorado from another double shepherd’s 
crook out front. We noticed that it takes a 
couple of days for the bird supply to build up. 
Maybe it takes time for the word to spread, but 
spread it does.

And so this week, after she filled the feeders, 
she complained that the birds were awfully 
slow finding them. At home, where the feeders 
offer nearly 365-day-a-year service centers, 
she has to refill them every couple of days. In 
the mountains this year, they’d gone a couple 
of days with hardly a noticeable decline in the 
seed level.

Then the next day, she noticed that one of 
the feeders, the left one, was down more than 
an inch while the other was still nearly full. 

We couldn’t quite figure this out, and besides, 
we had company, and it was time to go to the 
theater.

When we got home that night, we got an 
idea what was happening.

Standing in the front yard, right in front of 
the feeder, licking one of the tiny openings, 
was a full-grown mule deer doe. Now that’s 
some bird.

Bambi’s sister didn’t want to move, either, 
but when we parked and opened the doors, she 
ambled off, watching over her shoulder to see 
if we would stay.

She hasn’t been back as far as we know, 
but the bird count has started to build. Lots of 
wrens and sparrows, but none of the big black-
birds that crowd the feeders at home. Cynthia 
got pretty excited the other day when we saw 
a red-headed house finch. Some plain brown 
birds that may be female finches, but none of 
the flashy yellow ones.

Then today, there was a mountain bluebird. 
It said it must be the bluebird of happiness, but 

it didn’t land at the feeders.
This evening, I spotted a robin on the ground 

below the feeder. I thought that unusual, be-
cause robins seem to prefer bugs and worms to 
grain. You never see them at feeders. 

Then a fledgling, with white-spotted wing 
feathers and a red-orange breast, hopped out 
from under the spruce tree behind the feeder, 
and momma popped a worm in its mouth.

So that’s what’s up!
I have to admit, while I’d never have bought 

bird feeders, I can spend as much time watch-
ing the continual show out front as Cynthia 
does. Between the humming birds on the porch 
and their big cousins out front, there’s always 
something going on. Tonight, a couple of male 
ruby-throats are staging a dogfight.

And now I notice, she’s got another shep-
herd’s crook stashed out by the kitchen win-
dow, where we have breakfast, waiting for 
feeders. So I guess we’ll have even more 
birds.

As long as she doesn’t start feeding bears or 
lions, I guess I can handle it. The cats think it’s 
OK, too, but that’s not my department.

Oh … gotta go. A pair of bluebirds just land-
ed out front. Maybe I can get a picture.…

Steve Haynes is editor and publisher of The 
Colby Free Press and president of Nor’West 
Newspapers. In his spare time, whenever that 
is, he like to ride and watch trains.
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Boeing backers
right about Airbus

Some birds have strange feathers

English and mathematics were the only 
classes valued under the oppressive No Child 
Left Behind assessments. In elementary 
schools across the country, all other subjects 
were marginalized as teachers drilled, drilled, 
drilled for the annual assessments in these 
two. 

In the new “Blueprint for Reform,” the 
Obama administration’s proposed revision 
of No Child, the government addresses this 
narrow curriculum by directing states to add 
science and history to the college- and career-
ready assessments. 

In one of the greatest ironies in educational 
logic, this very act of broadening the tested 
fields will result in narrowing our children’s 
schooling even further. 

Kansas children received a full and rich cur-
riculum before the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation began imposing assessments. Kansas 
students in most high schools could pursue 
not just the language arts and mathematics, 
but also: speech and theater, instrumental and 
vocal music, vocational technologies, physical 
education and health, business related courses, 
foreign languages, a variety of arts, and much 
more.   

But when federally-prescribed penalties 
were imposed for student failure on the lan-
guage arts and mathematics assessments, 
schools responded by “double blocking” many 
marginal students. Students who were at risk 
of failing the tests were assigned additional 
courses in math and language arts to try to get 
them over the “proficient” threshold. “Double-
blocking” reduced the number of students in 
non-tested courses. But most schools could 
maintain a balanced academic diet – a curricu-
lum that still excited and met the needs of most 
students.    

But now “Blueprint” pushes to broaden the 

tested curriculum to four disciplines, adding in 
social studies and science. “Blueprint” plays 
the same “blame game” as No Child, penal-
izing schools with low-scoring students with 
fire-the-principal or fire-half-the-teachers. 
Schools will have no alternative but to “dou-
ble-block” even more students to attempt to 
raise science and social studies’ scores. The 
result is to eliminate even more courses out-
side of the tested curriculum.

Say goodbye to arts, music, vocational, and 
many other untested courses.

We don’t have to wait for “Blueprint” to be 
approved and implemented. In many Kansas 
schools this fall, there will already be less art, 
less music – a narrower curriculum.

Kansas school administrators facing several 
hundred thousand dollars in funding shortfalls, 
are making difficult decisions now. With most 
money tied up in salaries, balancing the budget 
means dismissing teachers and staff. Because 
of the testing, language arts and math teachers 
have job security. But already, some Kansas 
teachers who teach art and other unassessed 
classes have lost their jobs. 

The real losers are the Kansas students who 
are losing the full course options. Two out of 
three students who drop out, do so because 
they are bored. And nothing is more boring 
than drillwork for assessments.  

The current Kansas Board of Education is 
highly unlikely to adopt any national core cur-

riculum that expands into science and social 
studies. Yet, the cost to Kansas could be very 
high if future federal money is strictly tied 
to adopting “Blueprint” and national assess-
ments. 

But while the State Board appears ready 
to hold the line, the teachers and students of 
Kansas have received absolutely no damage 
control from our Kansas Representatives and 
Senators in Washington.

John Richard Schrock, a professor of biolo-
gy and department chair at a leading teacher’s 
college, lives in Emporia. He emphasizes that 
his opinions are strictly his own.

Wichita has to think globally about aerospace these days, 
and it does. For example, it enthusiastically welcomed the re-
cent expansion of Airbus North America Engineering to an-
other building in Old Town with the expectation of 80 to 100 
more jobs in Wichita. As Sedgwick County Commissioner 
Tim Norton said at last week’s ribbon-cutting event, “It’s hard 
to say you’re the Air Capital without the presence of Airbus – 
one of the premier companies in the world.”

But local loyalty to Airbus has its limits, especially in the 
long-running fight over which company should build the U.S. 
Air Force’s new air-refueling tankers.

The arguments in favor of a 767-based Boeing tanker include 
the members of a skilled American work force whose tanker 
building has been tested over decades and who, frankly, need 
the work as much as the Air Force needs to replace its fleet.

It may be a distortion to call the Airbus aircraft the “French 
tanker,” as Rep. Todd Tiahrt, R-Goddard, does with such rel-
ish. A $35 billion tanker contract with the European Aeronau-
tic Defence and Space Co., which owns Airbus, would involve 
some American jobs. But a Boeing contract promises more, 
including in Wichita.

And many Americans would question how the Pentagon 
could even consider giving such a crucial military contract to a 
foreign company, especially in a time of war.

As if that argument weren’t enough to tip the tanker compe-
tition in Boeing’s favor, last week’s World Trade Organization 
ruling on Airbus ought to do the trick.

In a case dating from 2004, the organization concluded that 
Airbus jets had benefited from billions of dollars of illegal sub-
sidies from four European governments over 40 years, leaving 
Boeing and the American aerospace industry at a disadvantage 
and fueling a decline in Boeing’s global market share.

“This is about fairness, not protectionism, and right now the 
competition is not fair. The evidence is in,” Tiahrt said in a 
statement. “It is now the responsibility of the Obama adminis-
tration to level the playing field for American workers and stop 
pandering to the interest of European governments.”

At the very least, it will make it harder for the Pentagon not 
to consider the nearly $5 billion in subsidies Airbus received 
for the A330, which is the airframe for its tanker.

“Especially at a time when jobs are desperately needed, the 
Pentagon can no longer ignore this unfair advantage that hurts 
American workers,” Rep. Jerry Moran, R-Hays, said in a state-
ment.

Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan., speaking at a bipartisan press con-
ference, said: “When one competitor faces an obvious advan-
tage, it should be reflected in the competitive process, because 
disregarding it creates an unfair playing field.”

And Sen. Sam Brownback, R-Kan., said: “This should be 
the last nail in the coffin for Airbus’ efforts on the tanker con-
tract.”

As the WTO ruling confirms, awarding the tanker contract 
to Airbus would reward EADS and its government funders 
for the illegal subsidies. Kansans in Congress need to keep up 
their pressure on the Pentagon to ensure that doesn’t happen.

– The Wichita Eagle, via The Associated Press ‘Blueprint’ narrows curriculum even more
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Where to write, call
   
   U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart 
Senate Office Building, Washington, 
D.C. 20510.  (202) 224-4774
   U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 
Hart Senate Office Building, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20510.  (202) 224-6521
   U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2202 Ray-
burn House Office Building, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20515.  (202) 225-2715 or 
Fax (202) 225-5124
   State Rep. Jim Morrison,  State 
Capitol Building, 300 SW 10th St. 
Room 274-W, Topeka, Kan. 66612. 
(785) 296-7676   
    State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State 
Capitol Building, 300 SW10th St., 
Room 225-E., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 
(785) 296-7399


