
Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Dear Heloise: Do you ever get frustrated try-
ing to SPREAD A GLOB OF JELLY on a biscuit 
or toast? The jelly balls up and will not spread 
evenly. I thought there had to be a better way. 

I found a solution. (My wife says I’m always 
thinking.) I put jelly in a blender or food proces-
sor and blend to the consistency of thick gravy. 
The jelly softens very fast. Then I put it in a 
squeeze bottle. Now, I apply the jelly with no fuss 
or mess, and I don’t even need a knife to spread 
it. – Roger, Littlefield, Texas

Roger, nice going! We tested this in Heloise 
Central (my office in my home), and it works. 
We put some apple jelly in the blender on high 
for about 10 seconds. The consistency changed a 
little – like you said, thick gravy. The jelly is now 
spreadable and squeezable. It would be delicious 
on toast, waffles or pancakes. Thank you for writ-
ing, and a big Heloise hug to you. – Heloise

MARINATING BAGS
Dear Heloise: I always save my empty potato-

chip and cereal bags. They are great for marinat-
ing meats and vegetables – disposable, and no 
extra dishes to wash! – Nora in Kentucky

FLAVORED COFFEES
Dear Heloise: I enjoy flavored coffees, but find 

them too expensive. Powdered coffee flavors 
found in supermarkets are a nice substitute, espe-
cially when used in combinations.

For example, to duplicate the flavor of an al-
mond-coconut-chocolate candy, I use chocolate, 
coconut and an almond-flavored coffee powder. 
Use differing amounts to suit your taste. I have 
done varying combinations, and hardly ever buy 
expensive coffees at coffee shops. 

There is a cost to the powdered flavors, but the 
powders pay for themselves in a few cups of cof-
fee. – Kathleen Lamprecht, Front Royal, Va.

Love your coffee hint, and what a great way 
to save money but still enjoy a tasty cup of cof-
fee! For some exotic coffee recipes that are easy 
to make, order my Heloise’s Flavored Coffees 
and Teas pamphlet. Just send $3 and a long, self-
addressed, stamped (61 cents) envelope to: He-
loise/Coffee, P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 
78279-5001. For easy iced espresso, fill a 6-ounce 
glass or cup with ice. Pour in a cooled single shot 
of espresso and sweeten to taste. – Heloise

OPEN, OPEN, OPEN
Dear Heloise: I open bottles and other hard-

to-open things by using a single rubber glove to 
grip the lid. This works especially well on water 
bottles, which are hard to open. Works great and 
prevents a struggle. – Irma in Warren, Ohio

POTATO MASHER
Dear Heloise: There’s no way I would be able 

to crush the strawberries, raspberries, etc., when 
making freezer jam without my potato masher 
and a 9-by-13-inch cake pan or similar wide and 
flat container. What a timesaver AND a work-
saver! – Paula in Oregon

(c)2010 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Blending jelly
makes it spread

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green
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Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Avoiding the Danger Hand
The most interesting hands for declarer are the 

ones where the contract is neither assured nor 
hopeless. These are the hands that test his mettle 
as he seeks the best path in an uncertain situa-
tion.

Take this deal where South reaches five clubs. 
As soon as dummy is tabled, he can see that the 
outcome is in doubt and that there is work to be 
done.

His initial assessment discloses that he has a 
diamond loser and possibly two heart losers, 
depending on the location of the ace. However, 
since West is very likely to hold the heart ace for 
his vulnerable overcall at the two-level, the loss 
of two heart tricks is a strong probability.

Declarer’s next step is to formulate a plan that 
will enable him to avoid losing two heart tricks. 
There is an excellent chance to set up dummy’s 
diamonds for discards, but East is apt to gain the 
lead with a diamond while this is being done, and 
his heart return will then sink the contract.

At about this point in his deliberations, it 
should occur to South that he may be able to es-
tablish the diamonds without allowing East to ob-
tain the lead. Accordingly, he allows West’s king 
of spades to hold the first trick! 

This unusual play achieves the desired goal. 
It permits declarer to develop the diamond suit 
without interference from East. And it does so 
without the loss of an extra trick, since it merely 
exchanges a diamond loser for a spade loser.

Let’s say West leads another spade. South dis-
cards a diamond on the ace, cashes the ace of dia-
monds and ruffs a diamond. A trump to dummy 
and another diamond ruff then establishes three 
tricks in the suit. The last trump is drawn, end-
ing in dummy, and three hearts are discarded on 
the good diamonds to make the contract with an 
overtrick.

West can stop the extra trick by cashing the 
heart ace at trick two, but cannot defeat the con-
tract after South’s inspired duck.

  (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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