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County hears green-heat proposition

From “HEAT,” Page 1

[ apologize,” said chairman Ken Christiansen.
“Hasn’t your help been there only six months?
And didn’t we just give permission to raise
her after she passed her probation period? And
hadn’t she chosen to not have her office to be
on the new computer system?

“I guess that’s why I didn’t even think about
your office.”

Steele said the trainer for the new computer
system had told them her company expected
the treasurer, county clerk and appraisers’ of-
fices to each have two people who could be
trained together and be responsible in the
event one of them would be gone. Volk’s of-
fice isn’t that busy, he said, and she is still on
the old system.

The commissioners told her she had a valid
point. Come budget time, they said, all salaries

will be looked at again.

Ambulance Director Kenneth Gatlin report-
ed that the ambulances have passed their annu-
al state inspection and now it’s time to renew
the license for four ambulances for $160, with
a $100 fee to renew the service’s license.

He said a proposal in the Legislature would
require all emergency medical technicians to
go through security screening and background
checks. He said he believes that has always
been the case, but they are evidently changing
the wording. When he was hired, he said, he
went through all of that.

He told commissioners he will have five or
six new people training as emergency medical
technicians in the Brewster area and two from
Rexford.

In other business, commissioners:

e Read a letter from Pam Rundel concern-
ing the payment of her children’s premiums at

last year’s county fair. Rundel’s husband, the
late Bob Rundel, had removed his children’s
pig from the fairgrounds early and they were
denied the premiums. Rundel objected, say-
ing that horse owners had been allowed to take
their animals early. Her letter suggests that ei-
ther the fair board pay the children their premi-
ums or take back the premiums from the horse
owners. The matter is on the agenda for the
Thomas County Fair Board meeting tonight.

e Heard from Larry Struckmeyer that High
Plains Mental Health officials will be coming
for their annual visit on Friday, April 16.

* Reviewed a letter from Lynette Koon, di-
rector of the regional recycling agency, say-
ing that the agency has started recycling used
clothing

* Reviewed a permit renewal for the house-
hold hazardous waste collection program.

Legion commander
against budget cuts

From “VETERANS,” Page 1

ting veterans’ benefits.

Schumacher talked about
continuing attempts get the fed-
eral government to add a flag
amendment to the Constitution
that would ban people from des-
ecrating the U.S. flag.

He said former South Dakota
Sen. Tom Daschle had voted
against the flag amendment and
veterans organizations rallied to
help Daschle lose his re-election

campaign in 2004.

“That’s the power of veter-
ans,” said Schumacher. “We’re
going to protect the flag of our
country.”

Getting an amendment passed
would require a two-thirds ma-
jority vote in the Congress and
three-fourths approval from the
states. The last attempt to ban
flag desecration was in 2006.
The Senate voted 66-34 for the
measure, one vote short of the
two-thirds required.

Kansas City, Mo., school district to close 29 schools in time for fall term

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — Kansas
City’s school superintendent said Thurs-
day the plan to shutter nearly half the dis-
trict’s schools, while “painful,” will move
forward quickly so the closures will be
complete by fall.

The school board narrowly approved
the plan Wednesday night to close 29 of
the district’s 61 schools to try to stave off
bankruptcy. The closures have angered
parents, students and teachers, but admin-
istrators say they had no choice because
without them, the district would have
been in the red by 2011.

“It has been a difficult and painful and
emotional process that affects our entire
community,” Superintendent John Cov-
ington said at a news conference. “No one
likes closing schools.”

Now officials have to focus on the mas-
sive job of downsizing the district — re-
working bus routes, figuring out what to
do with vacant buildings and slashing
payroll.

Covington said he has been working on
the transition plan for several weeks and
it would be in place for the start of the
school year. He gave few details, but said

the plan would likely involve staggering
start and class times for middle school
students, who would attend school with
high school students.

“We will be moving forward with de-
liberate speed,” Covington said, “to put
together a transformation plan that we
will be using to make sure that the quality
of educational opportunities and the ser-
vices that we provide for all children in
the Kansas City schools that will remain
open is of high quality.”

Administrators have said the closures
are necessary to keep the district from

plowing through what little is left of the
$2 billion it received as part of a ground-
breaking desegregation case.

Although other districts nationwide are
considering closures as the recession rav-
ages their budgets, Kansas City’s plan is
striking. In rapidly shrinking Detroit, 29
schools closed before classes began this
fall, but that left the district with 172.

Board member Duane Kelly told the
crowd of more than 200 people Wednes-
day, “This is the most painful vote I have
ever cast” in 10 years on the board.

Kansas City Councilwoman Sharon

Sanders Brooks said the closure plan had
prompted some housing developers to
consider backing out of projects.

“The urban core has suffered white
flight post-the 1954 U.S. Supreme Court
decision Brown v. the Board of Edu-
cation, blockbusting by the real estate
industry, redlining by banks and other
financial institutions, retail and grocery
store abandonment,” Brooks said. “And
now the public education system is aid-
ing and abetting in the economic demise
of our school district. It is shameful and
sinful.”

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Andrea, Shaly or Heather today at 462-3963.

Looking to sell or transfer property?
Request Quality Title & Abstract, Inc. in

AN \ i f Ve Clarity Life Coaching Services

VISIT 2

Give it a

Colby handle your title insurance and escrow
needs. We are doing business with Old
Republic National Title Insurance est. 1907,
an A rating company by A.M. Best.

Contact Paul Bailey or Angela Zimmermann

Qualitg Title & Abstract Inc.

785-460-1858 qta@st-tel.net

-

www.claritylc.com

Laura Wing. PLC

Professional Life Coach

Become a winning  phone:

champion in your

own life! Live your E-mail:

dreams!

Laura_Wing_plc@yahoo.com

785-821-4277 or 719-646-1514

ROSALES PLUMBING

For All Your Commercial & Residential Plumbing Needs
24-Hour Emergency Service Available
Also Servicing Heating, Air and Septic Tank Systems!

David J. Rosales

Owner

(785) 675-8254 or (785) 657-7251
832 17th Street ® PO Box 742
Hoxie, Kansas 67740

Go\‘" Ma;;age T]nefapy Elite

Located in Colby, KS
Gift Certificates Available!
By appointment only.

Cyni'kid Eﬂgldncl

Massage Therapist

Brxng YQur;elf Back 1o balance

785-443-2254
$35 for one hour
$50 for 1 1/2 hours

Prairie Museum Bior¥
of Art & History //‘/‘

9-5 M-F ~
1-5 Sat. & Sun.
Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays

try! See
what the
business
clirec’tory
can do
for 9oul

o World Class Kuska Collection
o Kansas KIDS Corner
o Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder
of KS Architecture
e Hands on
HIGH PLAINS HISTORY
o Prairie Museum Art

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701
785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net
WWW. prairiemuseum.org

" Per Adult

www.toolboxkitchen.com

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CruisesALT:)urs - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars - °
SNZ Kitchen ROOFMASTERS
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 J%?f'w{;. CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET T l B
Phone: 785.462.6999 e % QUOTES AND OTHER ADS! .
Fax: 765.460.0852 1 — N WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU 00 (1), ¢ & Bath Your Local ROOflng Contractor
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 Y ,’ (C\’;: WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!! D . Sales & Service 425 East Hill, Colby, KS
nnlj “‘.4‘ - . ’ !
VACATION SPECIALS o Vynoe MACULMGRI IV Custom Cabinetry ¢ Counter Tops Licensed - Bonded - Insured
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 ! 4 o o o o RESIDENTIAL 1-800-536-6642 COMMERCIAL
DISECWORLD Prcpass Arsfo  Sa08 3 BOOK HOLIDAY Design, Fabrication & Installation Tamko Shingles ~0UU-030- Rubber Single Ply
CARIBBEAN CRUISE gf&gg goﬁ?; g0 s e :’/ACAT"?NS s"’f:'/l" Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing | GAF Shingles 1-785-462-6642  white TPO Single Ply
rise & Air | §1,500 | W Call for Bus Tours Schedules. . Wood Shingles Built Up Systems
Té’%%:\l ENGLAND ﬁ:;gng;g: gﬁg g | All specials may be for specific dates Shop 462-7843 ¢ Dennis 443-3140 Metal Roofg FREE ESTIMATES Modifiepd Syystems
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA | 3350 ‘Max45.  and are subject to availability

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

550 N Franklin

Need a new insurance partner?

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life

College | Retirement

i j r. ¢ Implants « Wisdom Tooth Surgery
David Browne Il . New Patients Welcome

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

FAMILY DENTAL
Sas CARE

The Latest Technology and Most

¥ Complete Care Available!

d°lm’l"
* Root Canals ¢ Orthodontics

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Insurance « Investments
www.fbfs.com

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

NEW SYSTEM

PROEESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANIN G
/ (800) 611-6735

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

— - < —

—~ NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Residential ~ Commercial

A Free Estimates %

785-462-6995
800-611-6735

www. My WindowCleaner.net

SERVING NW KANSAS SINCE 1992
Eldean & Janet Griffith » 155 E 5th, Colby

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

P098092.1

For insurance protection on
your home, outbuildings,
equipment and livestock,
contact me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there®
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

&|StateFarm

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company  Bloomington, IL

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday -

Saturday

OPEN EACH DAY
AT 4 P.M.

MEAL SPECIALS EVERY NIGHT
PRIME RIB DINNER SPECIAL
EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT

SEE YOU THERE!

e Lu

T GoLe Courst & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd
Colby




