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Baby Blues ° Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

GOOD GA
HAMMIE.
/

NEAH. DONT BE
MAD AoUT

oSN

Lndngit Ar B SceTT

Wwwbabyblves.com

TNUNOT MAD
BECAUSE
WE LOST...

®
F
&
"
3
i
[t
9
z 2
ifQ
&
¥
[
1
g
E
8
3
&
3
8
9
9

. JM MAD
gecnse 1

DIDNT EVEN
GET MY
NEW CLEATS
MUPDY!

GIZMO TAUGHT
ME HOW TO SEND

WHY [STHE

THE COMPUTER KEEPS
FALLING ASLEEP WHILE HE

Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

nieer dad

pushes training

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband and I are a bit
of an odd couple, because I am the “free spirit”
type and he is more of a methodical, engineering
type. So I guess I shouldn’t be too surprised that
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we have had clashes over how to raise our baby
daughter. The latest thing is driving me nuts. He
insists on trying to potty-train her with a strict
regimen of rules and procedures, and I say let her
wait till she is ready, as I have heard it’s easier
then. How do I get him to back off? — J.C.

Dear J.C.: It’s too bad you and your husband
have such different temperaments. I think the old
adage of “opposites attract” may be true when
people are first dating — everything about the
other person that seems a bit exotic or different
makes him or her more interesting. But when
you have children and want to present a common 1
front, the allure of being opposites starts to fade.
This toilet-training issue might be followed by all
sorts of clashes, and your child could end up con-
fused about whose values and instructions she
should follow. There could be a lot of arguing in
your household — which isn’t good for anyone.

So I suggest you both take parenting classes
or watch videos that could spark a discussion on
parenting styles and how to blend. The toilet-
training issue is a good one to start with, because
you can find plenty of ammunition that supports
the idea that letting children work through stages
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“Maybe | should try keeping a list.”
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and dancing to monologues to the guitar. He is
very talented, but has always refused to take les-
sons of any sort or perform in any public venue,
even for family. Now the class play is coming up,
and he won’t try out! Help! — W.M.

Dear W.M.: It must be troubling for you to
know that your son has so many talents but choos-
es to hide his light under a barrel. He sounds like
a talented boy who hears the beat of a different
drummer and doesn’t intend to get in line. In fact,
if you step back and let him do his own thing, he
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ily to get out and perform. Since you are frus-
trated — and I can’t blame you, as you want him
to reap some rewards — I think you need to back
off and come to terms with reality. He may never
perform in public, and you need to accept this
and go on, treating him with respect. If he feels
you are supportive of whatever path he chooses,
you will be better off as a family. Stop talking
about the play, and let him find his own way — it
might even lead to the audition room.
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Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: THESE CHEESE-
TOPPED POTATOES HAVE STARTED GOING SOUR.
MAYBE THEY’VE BECOME ROTTEN AU GRATIN.
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Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

dummy’s 6-5 of diamonds on your A-J of clubs to [{5
get home safe and sound.
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You start by assuming that West has either the
ace of diamonds or the king of clubs (or both) for
his opening bid. Leading a low club toward the [37
queen is therefore sure to nail down the contract.
If West has the club king, you are home free and
clear, as described above. And if West does not [45 |46
have the king, then he must have the ace of dia-
monds, in which case leading twice toward the
K-Q-6-5 will limit you to one diamond loser. 53
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