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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 1/28

Dear Heloise: I found a new use for bright-
colored FINGERNAIL POLISH. My electric 
mixer uses two beaters. They look identical, but 
only one fits in the mixer hole on the motor unit. 
I painted the beater tip with a bright-red nail pol-
ish, and put another dab on the unit next to the 
hole that beater fits into. Now when I use the 
mixer, I know immediately which beater fits into 
which hole.

Another use of fingernail polish is on the switch 
plate in the bathroom. Mine has three switches: 
one each for light, heater and exhaust fan. I put a 
dab of red nail polish on the switch that is for the 
heater. Now I know immediately which one is for 
the heat. One guest told me it was great to know 
which one was heat and which one was the fan. 
It’s easily seen on the tip of a switch – red means 
heat! – Sandra from Louisiana

Sandra, easy ID, and I love it! I use bright-
purple or red nail polish on my tools (hammer, 
pliers, etc.) so they don’t walk away! And if they 
do, I can ID them in a flash. – Heloise

EASY SEE
Dear Heloise: When hanging pants on plastic 

hangers, use black ones for black pants and white 
hangers for blue pants. No confusion when they 
have to match up with tops. 

Also, after washing and scrubbing my shower, 
I use my garden bucket (watering can – Heloise) 
to rinse down the shower. No throwing glasses 
of water to clean and remove the soap. – Buck 
Kolsun, Northeast Indiana

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: Before leaving home, I print la-

bels on my computer to use to send postcards to 
family and friends while I’m on vacation. Then, 
all I have to do is pull one of the labels to send a 
postcard. I run a couple of sets if I intend to send 
multiple cards. This really saves time when it 
comes to mailing the cards. Several of my friends 
are now using my hint. – Charlene in California

QUIET ZONE
Dear Heloise: My son has a hard time fall-

ing asleep when he can hear the TV in the other 
room. I bought wireless headphones that can be 
connected to the TV. My husband can listen to the 
TV, and my son can sleep.

I love the headphones and use them when do-
ing chores. This way, I don’t have to sit in front 
of the TV for every show. Moving from room 
to room does not diminish the volume, as I am 
wearing headphones. – Preeti in Maryland

PICTURE HANGING
Dear Readers: When hanging pictures, add a 

dot of clear silicone caulking to the back of the 
picture frame in each of the corners. When dry, 
hang, and the frame now has permanent dots that 
help keep it in place. – Heloise

(c)2010 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Polish marks
the right spot

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 1/29

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. A one-trump response to an opening bid in-

dicates six to 10 high-card points. The bid does 
not promise notrump distribution, but is in es-
sence a courtesy response, saying that you have 
enough points to answer an opening bid, but no 
other reasonable action is available.

Applying this guideline, only the first hand 
qualifies as a one-notrump response. Although 
the hand contains a good six-card club suit, if 
you were to bid two clubs, you’d be announcing 
that you had more than 10 points. One notrump is 
therefore the only remaining option.

It would be wrong to respond one notrump 
with b), as you have too many points. The proper 
response with this hand would be two clubs.

With c), the correct response is one heart, not 
one notrump. The obligation to try to find a ma-
jor-suit fit takes precedence over attempting to 
limit your strength. The one-heart response indi-
cates four or more hearts and six or more high-
card points, with no upper limit.

2. The proper initial response with d) is one 
diamond, not one spade. This makes it possible 
to explore for a potential fit in all four suits while 
still on the one-level. If partner next bids one 
heart, you can then bid one spade, thereby inform-
ing him that your spades are only four cards long. 
This type of information often proves invaluable 
to partner as he seeks the proper contract.

With f), the initial spade response is correct, 
but a two-diamond bid at your next turn would 
not be. After partner’s two-club rebid, which in-
dicates minimum values (13 to 15 points), you 
should pass, since game is now highly unlikely. 
Two clubs is probably the best partscore contract, 
and you should not force partner to bid again with 
such skimpy values.

Hand e), however, offers a reasonable chance 
for game, despite partner’s weak rebid. There 
might still be a game in notrump, spades, dia-
monds or clubs, and you can best explore that 
possibility by bidding two diamonds (forcing). 
By inference, partner will know you have five 
spades, since with only four spades, you would 
have bid one diamond first, as in d) above.

   (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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