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Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Famous Hand
Italy won the 1999 World Junior (25 years or 

younger) Team Championship held in Fort Lau-
derdale, Fla. In posting the triumph, the young 
Italians evoked memories of their illustrious fore-
bears, the legendary Blue Team of the 1950s and 
‘60s. The Italian juniors compiled 13 wins in 15 
matches during the round-robin qualifying stage 
and then handily defeated Israel and the United 
States in the semifinal and final. 

The victors gained heavily in today’s deal from 
the final. At the first table, Tom Carmichael and 
Joel Wooldridge of the U.S. reached five hearts as 
shown. Italy’s Bernardo Biondo correctly diag-
nosed the double by Riccardo Intonti as request-
ing a lead of dummy’s first-bid suit -- diamonds. 
Intonti ruffed the lead, cashed the spade king and 
returned a club to Biondo to secure another dia-
mond ruff — +300 for Italy.

At the other table, the bidding went:

The opening two-diamond bid by North (An-
drea Mallardi) showed one of several types of 
hands – in this case, a strong one-suiter. When 
Eric Greco and Chris Willenken of the U.S. then 
barreled into five clubs before Mallardi could use 
Blackwood, the Italian gambled that his partner 
(Mario D’Avossa) had an ace and leaped to six 
diamonds.

After doubling, Greco led the spade king, on 
which Willenken played the eight. This suppos-
edly showed an odd number of spades in the 
partnership’s methods. However, Greco miscal-
culated by continuing with the spade ace, and it 
was all downhill for Mallardi from there.

He ruffed the spade, cashed the diamond ace, 
overtook the heart jack with the queen, discarded 
his club on the spade queen and took the marked 
diamond finesse to bring in the slam. Plus 1,090 
added to the 300 gained at the other table gave 
Italy a 16-IMP pickup on the deal.

 (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I’m having an anniversary, 
though nothing I feel like celebrating: I’ve been at 
my job for 10 years. I feel lucky to be employed, 
but my job is unchallenging. A monkey could do 
it. The weird thing is that even though it doesn’t 
require physical or mental energy, I go home ex-
hausted. I feel I’m in a deep rut, with no way out. 
Any clue as to how to change? – H.B.

Dear H.B.: It is an awful time to go job-hunting, 
yet the bad economy also presents opportunities 
for people who want to branch out on their own, 
change careers or move up in their organization. 
Because many are already laid off, you might find 
there are chances in your workplace for a lateral 
move or a step up to more challenge. But I hear 
you when you say it seems like too much effort. 
A recent study in Great Britain showed men in 
dull jobs were 16 times more likely to have low 
levels of leisure-time physical activity off the job. 
I wonder if you might fit into that category.

When you come home, do you collapse on the 
sofa? Try getting exercise and see if your energy 
improves. It is easier to think, plan and get mo-
tivated to change if you are rested and refreshed, 
and enjoy time off from work. Since the anniver-
sary is not happy, why not set up a goal for your-
self to be happier by your 11th anniversary? How 
you do it is up to you … but if you can’t drag 
yourself off the sofa to take a walk, you might 
need outside help with a case of depression.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband comes from a 
wealthy family of bankers. His lineage stretches 
back to the founding of our country – very “old 
money.” Here’s the conundrum: Our son has de-
cided he does not want to take up the family man-
tle, opting instead for volunteer work overseas. 
My husband is apoplectic at the idea, but I differ. 
It’s my son’s life. How do I make peace? – N.S.

Dear N.S.: Family career traditions can mean 
very different things. In one clan, the children 
may be grateful to have their career path laid out 
– because they will be able to apprentice in the 
family business and make a smooth transition to 
the room at the top without as much sweat as they 
would have blazing a trail on their own. Other 
kids don’t want anything to do with the old man’s 
profession. They want to make their own choices. 
That seems to be the case in your family.

You are in a difficult position here. Your in-
volvement in the tradition is only by marriage, 
so you are likely to carry a little less authority 
when it comes to calming down your husband. 
On the other hand, you are his wife, and that 
counts! I hope both of you know your son well 
enough to consider his motivations. Nothing 
says he couldn’t do overseas work and join the 
business at a more mature age. A family meeting 
might clear the air and set up some alternative 
routes for your son to consider. It IS his life and 
his decision, and a family behind him is the best 
plan of all.

(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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