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Icy roads lead to wrecks over Christmas holiday
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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with
a low around 12. North wind
around 5 mph becoming south.

Tuesday: Mostly cloudy, with
a high near 36. South wind be-
tween 5 and 15 mph.

Tuesday Night: A 20 percent
chance of snow before 3 a.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around
16. South wind around 10 mph
becoming west.

Wednesday: Partly sunny,
with a high near 37. Northwest
wind between 5 and 10 mph.

Wednesday Night: Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 13.

Thursday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 27.

Thursday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 10.

New Year’s Day: Mostly sun-
ny, with a high near 25.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 9.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 36.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 14.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 38.

Precip: Normal: 20.34 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Tuesday  8:04 a.m. 5:29 p.m.

Wednesday 8:04 a.m. 5:30 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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flown to Via Christi Hospital in Wichita
with serious injuries.

The patrol report said none of the people
involved in the crash was wearing a seat
belt.

The sheriff’s office also helped the patrol
with at least nine slide-offs on the Inter-
state.

Things calmed down the rest of the week
and over the weekend. On Christmas Eve,
Colby Police reported a hit and run on
South Grant Avenue while the sheriff re-
ported one accident on I-70, at mile marker
65. On Christmas Day, only one accident
was reported, at 10:24 a.m. on West Fourth
Street.

On Saturday, two accidents were report-
ed, at Dillon’s and the intersection of Web-
ster Street and Range Avenue. Two more
were reported to the sheriff, one at Colby
House and one at the Colonial Steakhouse

County tackles
end-of-year details
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sioners with a request to replace a
copier in her office that she said is
so old, parts are no longer avail-
able. She had cost quotes from
Ikon and Office Works, but the
bids weren’t complete. The com-
missioners asked her to get both
quotes, plus information on a
maintenance fee, and they would
consider them at the meeting on
Thursday. She estimated that the
copier will run in the $7,000 to
$8,000 dollar range.

“I have $2,500 in my equip-
ment budget,” she said, “and can
take the rest of it from the motor
vehicle fund, where we make the
majority of the copies.”

She said she also needs to re-
place a numbering machine that
has reached antiquity. It is at least

Glassman, billing clerk; and Amy
Knipp, a registered nurse, were
at the commissioners meeting to
ask for a closed-door session. The
commissioners had a question as
to how many people could be in an
executive session, and summoned
County Attorney Bruce Flipse. He
called the state attorney general’s
office to see if it was appropriate
to go into closed session with that
many employees. He got the go
ahead, as it was allowed by state
law. They announced they would
go into executive session for 30
minutes to discuss
personnel.”

They reconvened after 30 min-
utes and took no action.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

e Discussed the need to decide
how to distribute of liquor tax

at U.S. 83 and I-70 north of Oakley.

In addition to the accident that killed two
Arkansas residents Tuesday, two fatal acci-
dents were reported in Goodland, one each
on Tuesday and Wednesday.

The first was reported at 8:54 p.m. Tues-
day, when a 2000 GMC pickup driven by
John Mahon, 30, Colorado Springs. was
eastbound about a mile east of Goodland.
The patrol said he apparently lost control
on ice and hit the south ditch. Troopers said
it looked like the truck rolled two times,
ejecting the driver. The victim was taken to
Goodland Regional Medical Center, where
he was pronounced dead at 9:36 p.m.

Sherman County Sheriff Kevin Butts told
The Goodland Star-News the driver was not
wearing a seat belt.

With blizzard conditions Wednesday,
sheriff’s deputies and troopers were called
to a multi-car accident about two miles east
of Goodland. Two people were trapped in
one vehicle and the rescue crew had to pry

and cut them out.

Sheriff Butts said Deputy Jason Showal-
ter worked the accident at 10:23 a.m. at mile
post 21. He said a 2007 Mercury driven by
Ann Adams, 70, Ash Grove, Mo., was driv-
ing west when she lost control after com-
ing over a bridge and crossed the median
and the two east lanes. The car hit a Dodge
minivan head-on and spun off, ending up in
the ditch on the south side.

Adams and a passenger in the Mercury,
Collette Smith, 15, Maitland, Fla., had to be
extricated by Sherman County Rural Fire
and Rescue volunteers.

The 2001 Dodge minivan was driven by
Jamie Zipter, 25, of Aurora. She was taken
to the Goodland hospital for checkup be-
cause she was pregnant. A passenger, Chris
Fossett, 30, Aurora, was taken to the hospi-
tal with a broken leg.

His two sons, Aiden, 2, and Ethan, 3,
were in the minivan. Ethan was taken to the
hospital where he was pronounced dead at

2:51 p.m.

The blizzard forced Colorado officials
to close I-70 from Limon to Burlington on
Christmas Day. The westbound lanes of
I-70 were closed at Goodland when Colo-
rado asked because the motels in Burling-
ton had filled up.

Saturday morning, 1I-70 was closed at
Colby because the motels in Goodland
were reportedly filling up. For a couple of
hours Saturday, troopers closed K-27 north
and south of Goodland to traffic trying to
go west on U.S. 40 or U.S. 36. Conditions
on both highways reportedly had reduced
visibility and blowing snow.

Saturday afternoon about 1 p.m., I-70 was
reopened in Colorado and the westbound
lanes were opened at Goodland. Within a
few minutes, the Interstate was reopened at
Colby. Once I-70 had been opened, troop-
ers reopened K-27.

Legislature scrutinized as session nears

From “LEGISLATURE,” Page 1

committees and

when other agencies faced reductions. Even then,
their actual spending of state tax dollars was $26.3
million, some $2.2 million less than budgeted and
slightly less than spending for fiscal 2008. They
reduced printing, cut back on post-session study

uled for the session.
Senate President Steve Morris, a Hugoton Re-

lopped two days off the 90 sched-

publican, defended the proposals submitted to Par-
kinson’s staff. Some increased spending in fiscal
2010 and 2011 would prepare the Legislature for
constitutionally mandated redistricting in 2012,
and nearly $3.6 million would finish a five-year
modernization of computers for writing bills and
compiling journals and calendars.

“We have to be careful that we don’t reduce the
budget so much that we shoot ourselves in both
feet,” Morris said.
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