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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

An Arithmetical Calculation
Mention counting out a hand to most players, 

and you’d think they were being asked to climb 
Mount Everest in the dead of winter. 

Some offer the excuse that it would be unfair 
to the other players to take the time necessary to 
figure out how the opposing cards are distributed. 
Besides, they’d probably get all mixed up trying 
to do it anyway. 

However, since all that’s involved in counting 
out a hand is the ability to count to 13, it’s dif-
ficult to accept these excuses. Counting to 13 is 
mastered by most just about the same time they 
learn that two plus two equals four. 

This deal shows how easily it’s done. South 
wins the opening club lead with the ace and sees 
that the slam depends on guessing which way to 
finesse in hearts. He begins by drawing trumps, 
discovering that East started with three spades 
and West one. The A-K-Q of diamonds are then 
cashed, revealing that East began with two dia-
monds and West five. 

A club is now led in the hope that additional 
information may be picked up before tackling 
the hearts. After West plays the jack, East over-
takes it with the king to spare West from having 
to return a heart or a diamond, which would hand 
declarer the slam. East then returns the club ten, 
South ruffing as West discards a diamond. 

This last trick is highly illuminating, because 
it reveals that East started with six clubs to go 
along with his three spades and two diamonds. 
This leaves him room for only two hearts, giving 
West five. 

The rest is a matter of simple probabilities. 
Since West started with five of the seven missing 
hearts, the odds are 5-to-2 that he has the queen. 
So South takes the finesse through him and makes 
the slam.

  (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I moved to the Midwest for 
a job about a year ago. I’m from the West Coast 
and was hesitant to leave, but the opportunity was 
too good to pass up. Now I have lost touch with 
my old friends, and am very lonely in this town. 
I don’t want to make new friends; I just want to 
stay in touch with old ones. Am I closing myself 
off to new experiences here unnecessarily, and 
dooming myself to misery? – K.Y.

Dear K.Y.: It does sound like you haven’t 
given your new life a fair chance. If you are com-
mitted to disliking a place, you will fulfill that 
expectation. On the other hand, if you keep an 
open mind and allow differences to be interesting 
and entertaining, rather than strange and terrible, 
you’ll have an easier time with the transition.

Taking that into account, there is no reason 
why you can’t make new friends and also keep 
in touch with old ones. This may take more time 
and effort than you’re used to, but it will be worth 
it in the end. A couple of things that can help con-
nect your new life with your old one are inviting 
old friends to visit, and introducing them to new 
acquaintances. The new friends will have some 
background on where you came from, and have 
someone in common – you – who can bring them 
together. You also can do everyday things to stay 
in touch by phone, e-mail or social-networking 
sites on the Internet like Facebook and Twitter. 
Don’t forget to get out of the house and make 
new memories with new friends – it will ease 
homesickness but you won’t lose track of home.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My daughter was just 
placed in a gifted program at her middle school. 
While I’m overjoyed she is gifted, I’m little wor-
ried about the program. She has done well social-
ly. She’s creative, and I don’t want these things to 
get smothered as she is overwhelmed with tons of 
homework. Do I have the wrong impression, or is 
this a legitimate concern? – G.C.

Dear G.C.: You are right to be proud of your 
daughter, and to want to cultivate all aspects of 
her personality and intelligence. As you know, 
intelligence is not limited to IQ scores or math 
skills, but encompasses a whole range of traits, 
from emotional and social to rational and analyti-
cal. It can be harmful to play up one aspect of a 
child’s intelligence and not allow her to express 
other aspects. Society does tend to identify cer-
tain academic subjects with high intelligence and 
being gifted. Maturing children are quick to ac-
cept identities placed on them, often to the detri-
ment of the realization of their true self-identity.

Students in gifted programs may have higher 
self-esteem when it comes to academic accom-
plishments. As soon as students enter into gifted 
programs, they strive to meet the high expecta-
tions placed upon them. It is a shame that gifted 
students – by definition multitalented – are pi-
geonholed by social expectations. It is not every 
program, nor every child, that this applies to, but 
I would urge you to research your daughter’s 
school’s specific program and to involve your 
daughter in the decision-making process.

 (c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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