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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 11/12

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 11/11

Voyage of Discovery
A player doesn’t often get the chance to bid 

seven notrump at his very first turn, but that’s 
what happened to North on this deal. Considering 
the circumstances, though, he was on very firm 
ground. South’s three-notrump bid indicated 25 
to 27 high-card points, which in turn meant that 
the most East-West could have was one point, so 
North could hardly have done less than raise to 
seven.

West led the ten of clubs, and South could see 
at once that he had 12 absolutely sure tricks, with 
a probable 13th in spades.

But since either opponent might have been 
dealt four (or five) spades to the jack – which 
could easily be overcome if declarer knew which 
opponent had the spade length -- South had to 
play carefully. He began by cashing three club 
tricks, learning that West had started with five 
cards in that suit.

Then, continuing the exploratory process, 
South next cashed three heart tricks and three di-
amond tricks, revealing in the process that West 
had been dealt exactly two hearts and two dia-
monds. These developments proved conclusively 
that West had started with four spades.

Accordingly, South next played the A-Q of 
spades, East showing out, as expected, on the 
second spade. It was then a simple matter to lead 
another spade toward dummy and score the K-10 
to bring in the grand slam.

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My big sister (she’s 36, 
I’m 32) has always been controlling and bossy. 
And I am being kind! She spent most of my youth 
ordering me around and trying to run my life. She 
is now trying to pick my niece’s friends, not to 
mention her clothes, activities, etc. This was fine 
when she was 3, but now my niece is 7 and wants 
to make her own choices. Advice? – H.T.

Dear H.T.: It is difficult being the auntie who 
can look at the mother and see all the flaws that 
were thorns in your side as you were growing up. 
She probably has some very good attributes – 
firstborns tend to be take-charge individuals, and 
that brings some excellent traits when it comes to 
responsibility. But it also can put them over the 
top when it comes to bossiness, as you found out 
growing up. You probably were the younger sister 
who became the person she practiced on as a little 
mother! Now you want more freedom for your 
niece, with whom you undoubtedly identify.

One way to make a difference for this child is 
to volunteer to take her shopping or to the play-
ground. Would your sister relinquish control 
enough for you to do this? It would take only a 
few trips, in which you gave your niece freedom 
to choose her own items, for her to get experience 
that will give her motivation to speak up and tell 
her mom she’d like to choose her own! You can 
start with small items, such as a bracelet or pair 
of flip-flops. This way, sis can’t really object. It 
may take a sit-down with her to talk about what 
she fears would come from her daughter picking 
friends, but that might be a good investment of 
your time. Just do it in a loving, supportive way.

• • •
Dear Dr. Brothers: Maybe it is because I went 

to a small, private high school, but I never had 
experience of bad manners. So now that I am in 
college, it is strange to see how some of my fel-
low students behave in class. They have no re-
spect for professors, and are constantly sleeping, 
eating, texting, talking back to them as though 
the professor was stupid and so on. I was taught 
to respect authority, and I want to know how to 
not be so upset by this. – G.C.

Dear G.C.: Your question implies that you re-
alize you would be unable to change your fellow 
students’ behavior, and you just want to adjust 
to them so you are not so emotionally affected. 
That’s sad, but realistic. I doubt you could change 
a class full of disrespectful students by yourself. 
But you can make sure you don’t lower your 
standards in order to “fit in.” You should be able 
to maintain your relationship with the professor 
– one of a traditional teacher and pupil – without 
bringing behavior issues into your experience. If 
it really bothers you, there is always an oppor-
tunity to meet privately with the professor and 
express your chagrin, but you might be mistaken 
for a brownnoser, so be careful!

Any number of polls and surveys have found 
that people consider others more rude now than 
in previous generations. And much anecdotal evi-
dence backs up what you are saying about how 
college students behave in class. It is almost as 
though the professor is not as valuable a source 
of information as in previous years, since kids get 
so much of their knowledge through the Internet 
now. But good manners are always appropriate, 
and if your fellow students appall you, just wait a 
few months. Unfortunately, you will get used to 
it. Just don’t join them!

 (c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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