
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 11/09

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 11/06

Famous Hand
There are times when a player can make a friv-

olous bid and get away with it because whatever 
happens afterward does not cost very much. But 
if the hand comes up in the semifinal of the U.S. 
Bridge Championship, and your indiscretion al-
lows the opponents to make a slam that other-
wise might have failed, it can prove very costly 
indeed.

That’s exactly what happened on this deal in 
the U.S. trials to select a team for the 2008 World 
Mind Sports Games in Beijing last fall. The bid-
ding shown took place when Larry Cohen and 
David Berkowitz held the North-South cards. 
After Berkowitz’s two-notrump opening, North’s 
three-spade bid followed by four clubs indicated 
interest in a diamond slam. When Berkowitz later 
cuebid five clubs, West doubled to indicate good 
clubs, and South eventually became declarer in 
six diamonds.

West led a heart, and Berkowitz guessed cor-
rectly to play the ten, capturing East’s king with 
the ace. Next came the diamond ace and ten -- 
West showing out – followed by a spade to the 
queen. The K-Q-J of diamonds left no one with 
any trumps, and the A-K of spades were then 
cashed.

South had won all the tricks to this point, and 
four remained to be played. Thanks to the open-
ing lead and the double by West, it was not dif-
ficult to figure out what to do next. So Berko-
witz cashed the queen of hearts and exited with a 
heart, forcing West to win and lead from the K-J 
of clubs into South’s A-Q at the end.

Berkowitz might, of course, have found the 
winning play without West’s helpful double, but 
it sure didn’t hurt to have that information to work 
with when the critical decision had to be made.

  (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I work at a great depart-
ment store, and I am lucky to have been chosen 
for this job. I have always wanted to get into a 
retail environment, and I find it exciting. But I am 
finding I can’t really cope with the cash register, 
the paperwork and that stuff. I am a people per-
son, and I love fashion. I am scared of losing my 
job, but also scared of keeping it because I know 
I will mess up. What should I do now? – D.B.

Dear D.B.: Whoa, calm down. You have iden-
tified the problem clearly, and that’s a good thing. 
So now you need to figure out if the job is worth 
fighting for – meaning, you are going to have to 
improve your skills so they are a better fit. Other-
wise, you may make a mistake that will cost you 
your position. The fact that you were chosen for 
the job means that have those people skills – you 
impressed the right person! It shouldn’t be hard to 
find a course online or at a local adult-education 
center that deals with the skills you need. Your 
employer may even offer training you could take 
advantage of – they’d rather educate employees 
than lose them.

If you really don’t want any part of those things 
you are having trouble with, you could still try 
while looking for a more fashion-focused job. 
Start networking, and learn as much as you can 
so you can make a move soon. You need to calm 
down, though, to get through your workday with-
out errors and without dampening your enthusi-
asm. Make friends with some competent people 
at the store in your same position – maybe they 
can give you perspective.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have been upset ever 
since I heard of the so-called swine flu. I know 
I am not in a high-risk group, since I might have 
been exposed to something that would give me 
some immunity, but I’m scared of what it could 
do to family. We are all relatively healthy, but you 
never know. I read the other day that a student 
died where my granddaughter goes to college. 
How do I stop worrying so much? – M.J.

Dear M.J.: As with most things, education and 
preventive measures should make your mind rest 
more easily. Remember the fuss about avian flu? 
It has not developed into a pandemic as expect-
ed, although it still could. Sometimes the worst 
doesn’t happen, which may be hard to compre-
hend if you are already worrying. I suggest sea-
sonal flu shots now and the H1N1 vaccine when it 
is available. That should take care of most worry 
– knowing you have taken preventive measures.

Next, I would follow the recommendation of 
medical professionals who remind us we should 
wash hands and stay away from others who have 
the flu. Staying home while sick is important if 
you find yourself ill. But the best thing you can 
do is get a grip on your emotions. Be aware of 
the difference between facts and rumors. This in-
cludes not panicking at the mention of the flu! 
Spend some time getting a flu kit together and 
letting your family members know you are a re-
source for information – empowering you to fight 
this threat while becoming the family “expert.” 
Now, get a good night’s sleep!

    (c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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