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Deaths

William S. AraSmith

William S. AraSmith, 78, Rex-
ford, died Wednesday, Sept. 30,
2009, in Colby. He was born May
16, 1931.

Funeral arrangements are pend-
ing with the Harrison Chapel, Col-
by, (785) 462-2331.

Goats put to work
on fire prevention

Dear EarthTalk: I heard that
goats are being used to prevent
some of those catastrophic fires
that seem to happen increasingly.
What’s the story with that? — Ali
B., New Canaan, Conn.

As wildfires consume parts of
California larger than some small-
er states, everyone is talking about
how we can prevent such disas-
ters from getting going in the first
place. One novel approach is to
enlist goats. Not as firefighters —
although their surefootedness and
determination would probably
serve them well in such situations
— but as grazers to keep the forest
underbrush clear of the tinder-like
grasses, bushes and small trees
that allow flames to jump to the
higher forest canopy and get fur-
ther spread by the wind.

“Goats help prevent forest fires
... by eating the dry stuff before
the fire season strikes,” says Lani
Malmberg, owner of Colorado-
based Ewedic (pronounced “u-
for-ik”)  Ecological  Services,
which uses goats to gradually
and naturally remove weeds and
return lands to a healthier more
natural state.

Goats have been called in for fire
mitigation purposes across parts
of California, Arizona and other
drought-prone parts of the western
U.S. In the Oakland and Berkeley
hills regions of California’s Bay
Area, where the combined effects
of drought and a bark beetle in-
festation have killed thousands of
acres of trees, public agencies and
residents have enlisted the help of
goat herds to suppress weeds and
keep down the fire risk in the pro-
cess for what remains of the area’s
forest cover.

“The goat clearance scheme is
one of the key reasons the Bay
Area hasn’t had a recurrence of a
catastrophic fire in decades,” says

Tom Klatt, former manager of the
Office of Emergency Preparedness
at UC Berkeley and the author of
UC Berkeley’s 2007 Fire Mitiga-
tion Program Annual Report.

Other earth-minded land man-
agers are going goat as well. The
Nature Conservancy recently hired
goats to keep dry grasses and oth-
er tinder-like plant matter down at
its Hassayampa River Preserve in
Arizona, where the constant threat
of summer fires haunts nearby ho-
meowners while endangering the
integrity of the area’s unique and
fragile riparian ecosystem.

Using goats to control for-
est brush may seem like a novel
idea, but it’s been around as long
as grazing animals have looked
for nourishment. But with ever-
increasing human development,
wild grazers are fewer and farther
between. The problem is exacer-
bated by our building our homes
so close to (and sometimes with-
in) forested areas that naturally
burn occasionally. Efforts to then
suppress all forest fires — even
naturally occurring undergrowth
burns — to protect these homes
have led to “tinderbox” condi-
tions ripe for those large destruc-
tive fires that spread for hundreds
of miles, blown by the wind from
treetop to treetop.

Grazing goats are also used in
other endeavors. “Goats can be
utilized as an effective bio-control
agent to reduce weed populations
to economically acceptable lev-
els,” says Malmberg, adding that
weeding with goats requires no
pesticides or herbicides and gener-
ates zero greenhouse gas or other
harmful emissions.

CONTACTS: Ewedic Ecologi-
cal Services, www.goatseatweeds.
com; Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness at UC Berkeley, oep.
berkeley.edu.

Thomas County J ail

Booked into the Thomas Coun-
ty jail:

e Joseph Benson Foraker, 26,
Colby, Sept. 5, harassment by
telephone, Colby Police Depart-
ment, released same day on notice
to appear.

e Matthew Trevor Jones, 30,
Colby, Sept. 13, theft-more than
$1,000, Keith County Neb., re-
leased same day to other agency.

¢ Colby Ryan Elliott, 20, Colby,
Sept. 20, reckless driving, Thomas
County Sheriff’s Office, released
same day on notice to appear.

e Kevin James Hazlett, 30, Col-
by, Sept. 21, driving with license
suspended or revoked, no proof of
insurance, Colby Police, released
same day on notice to appear.

e Craig Jay Hiebert, 45, Mor-

On the Beat

rison, Colo., Sept. 22, driving un-
der the influence, open container,
Colby Police, released Sept. 23 on
notice to appear.

e Jesus Manuel Jeffries, 32,
Wauneta, Neb., Sept. 22, open
container, driving with license
suspended or revoked, speeding,
Kansas Highway Patrol, released
Sept. 23 on notice to appear.

e Chanel Marie Siruta, 23,
Colby, Sept 23, driving under the
influence, Colby Police Depart-
ment, released same day on notice
to appear.

* Myron Anthony Bice, 31, Rex-
ford, Sept. 24, giving a worthless
check, Thomas County Sheriff’s
Office, released same day on su-
pervised probation.

COLBY POLICE
Saturday

5:40 p.m. — Erratic driver north-
bound on Franklin from College.
Stopped vehicle at Chick and
Third. Report for driving while
suspended.

9:02 p.m. — Smoke smelled in
900 block of W. Sixth was pit bar-
becue in the area.

Sunday

12:42 a.m. — Security check at
the B-Hive.

8:07 a.m. — Two dogs at large in
the 200 block of W. Sixth.

9:59 a.m. — Criminal trespass:
Subjects reported carrying out
items without permission from old
hospital building at 210 S. Range.
Three officers responded.

10:53 a.m., 12:10, 12:23 p.m.
— Burglary reports filed in connec-
tion to above incident.

4 p.m. — Theft of fuel from Dil-
lon’s. Highway Patrol located ve-
hicle on I-70 mile 49.

Monday

2:59 a.m. — Someone broke out
bedroom window.

9:23 a.m. — Pastor at First Bap-
tist Church reported church bro-
ken into on Wednesday, Sept. 23.

10:28 a.m. — Disorderly con-
duct/criminal damage to property:
911 call saying nephew was out of
control.

3:34 p.m. — Crossing guard re-
ported vehicle in handicapped
parking and when asked to move
refused. Spoke with subject.

7:29 p.m. — Battery: subject
came to station saying sister had
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hit him. Sisters called saying
brother had hit her.

9:08 p.m. — Burglary: vehicle
broken into at 1260 W. Third.

10:10 p.m. — Hit and run acci-
dent at 700 S. Franklin.

Tuesday

12:56 a.m. — Secured doors at
Meadow Lakes.

2:24 a.m. — Fight behind B-
Hive. Unable to locate anyone.

3:08 a.m. — Security check at
Holiday Inn Express.

4:56 a.m. — Security check to
downtown businesses.

10:20 a.m. — Complaint of scam
call. Report filed.

12:50 p.m. — Vehicle dragging
items on 1900 block of S. Range.
Contacted driver.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Saturday

3:26 p.m. — Cory Kistler re-
ported vandalism in 2300 block of
County Rd. CC.

9:44 p.m. — Injury accident with
cow on County Rd. 25 and DD.

Sunday

10:24 a.m. — Assisted police on
trespassing call at old hospital at
210 S. Range.

4 p.m. — Assisted Highway Pa-
trol on I-70 mile 49 in reference to
Dillon’s gas skip.

4 p.m. — Loud music at First and
Center, Rexford.

Monday

11:14 a.m. — 911 call needing
traffic control for grain truck that
lost two tires in the 500 block of
U.S. 83.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

ARY oM Coniice

Give it a trg! See what
the business clirectorg
can do for 3ou!
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Live The Life YouAe Always Imagined!

oRiverside Plaza offers
spacious residences,
state-of-the-art appli-
ances, elegant d2cor, and
unrivaled amenities.
Luxury retirement living.
YouAre Earned It!”

\Jy,_

600 E.Elm* Salina‘ 785-822-1300 * www.rsplaza.com
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RIVERSIDE PLAZA

Luxury Retirement Living

VISIT (k2

Thomas County Historical Society

What’s New At the...
Kansas Country

Prairie Museum 7‘

of Art & History / ‘I‘
9-5 M-F A
1-5 Sat. & Sun.

Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays

o World Class Kuska Collection
e Kansas KIDS Corner
« Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder
of KS Architecture
¢ Hands on
HIGH PLAINS HISTORY
e Prairie Museum Art

Many Beautiful Colors of Soap!

Vintage Soap & Bath, LLC.
Tanganoxie, KS

- ‘ 3
Beaded Bracelét$ and Necklaces
in a Variety of Colors and Styles

1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701
785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net
WWW. prairiemuseum.org

Barbella’s
Oberlin, KS
785-460-6080
1085 Taylor Ave., Colby

ROSALES PLUMBING

For All Your Commercial & Residential Plumbing Needs
24-Hour Emergency Service Available
Also Servicing Heating, Air and Septic Tank Systems!

David J. Rosales

Owner

(785) 675-8254 or (785) 657-7251
832 17th Street ¢ PO Box 742
Hoxie, Kansas 67740

NEW BEGINNINGS COUNSELING SERVICES
J. Douglas Finley, LSCSW, LMSW

Kansas Board Certified Counselor

Specializing in: Individual, Child, Adolescent,
Marriage and Family Counseling
rvic re accept BCBS of Kan
Day and Evening appointments available
422 Smith Drive, Colby, KS
785-462-3308
newbeginningscs@hotmail.com
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Need a new insurance partner?

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life

College | Retirement

r.
.
FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance « Investments
www.fbfs.com

David Browne Il
550 N Franklin
Colby, KS

(785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA.

* Siding
 Commercial Roofing

* Painting
* Residential Roofing

* Small Construction Projects

A
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& CONSTRUCTION

“NOTHING TO IT BUT TO DO IT”
Curtis Delany

Owner/Operator
785-269-7324

c

Adam Bowers
Owner/Operator
785-462-0438

Licensed and Insured

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

The

Tool

1984

Box

Custom Cabinetry ¢ Counter Tops
Design, Fabrication & Installation
Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing

Shop 462-7843 ¢ Dennis 443-3140

www.toolboxkitchen.com

FAMILY DENTAL
f?é"@ CARE

« The Latest Technology and Most
Ojev® Complete Care Available!
* Root Canals ° Orthodontics
¢ Implants ¢ Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701
Phone: 785.462.6999

Fax: 785-460-0852 .
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 4

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
,,,,,,,,, QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

VACATION SPECIALS | Round Trip Travel

LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel BOOK HOLIDAY

E/Ilg)’(\IIEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel : g

Air & Hotel |
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1, 5. VACATIONS Now!
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1, IEW Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 3! X o
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel i $700 3 Allspecials may be for speplflp_dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA i $359 Max 45! and are subject to availability

" Per Adult

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL 1-800-536-6642 COMMEBCIAL
Tamko Shingles Rubber Single Ply
GAF Shingles 1-785-462-6642  \hite TPO Single Ply
Wood Shingles Built Up Systems

Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES Modified Systems

IDIAMOND

SEPTIC

Having Septic problems
and wanna save $$$$?

We can save your leachfield without digging up
your yard and the high cost of replacing it. For
a thousand dollars or less, we can add 20-25
years to the life of your leachfield. We also do
drain cleaning and septic repairs of all kinds!
We guarantee all work we perform.

For more information please call:

(785) 821-4775

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
(800) 611-6735

www. MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

-

s

Commercial » Residential * Free Estimates

»

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs
You know where

one stadium can lightup a -
hole town?

a4

'I'M THERE"

In COLBY that's what happens every time
our EAGLES come out to play. That's why
our State Farm® team is proud to support
them all season long.

Jane W Johnson, Agent

905 E 4th Street

Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

STATE FARM

@
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INSURANCE
©

P087057 10/08 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company — Bloomington, IL

e mE——— - e

10/1/09 1:04:42 PM ‘




