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Green jobs provide
new opportunities

Green jobs are in the news a lot
these days, but what exactly is a
green job?

Millions of dollars in Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment
Act money — from the “stimulus
bill” — are available for training
and retraining employees to apply
“green” energy-efficiency prin-
ciples in their work.

The first and most obvious cat-
egory of green jobs is in the area
of construction. Teaching build-
ers and installers how to weather-
ize structures, install solar panels
and set up geothermal heating and
cooling systems is a growing part
of the energy efficiency initiative.

Plumbers, electricians, mainte-
nance staff and mechanics can all
learn green techniques for better,
more efficient use of their build-
ing and maintenance applications.
Energy auditors are being trained
to pinpoint efficiency improve-
ment. And a “smart grid” will help
us all — businesses and households
—schedule electrical use in a more
efficient manner, reducing the en-
ergy need or demand away from
peak times and ultimately saving
money.

Locally, Midwest Energy’s
“How $mart” program has gar-
nered much interest using Recov-
ery Act money to offer energy au-
dits that produce efficiency fixes
for households in its service area.

Another area of green jobs is in
the production of renewable en-
ergy, such as wind and biomass
projects. The wind energy indus-
try has great promise for Kansas,
the third windiest state in the na-
tion. Kansas has eight wind farms
in production and more than 50
others in development.

Along with the wind farms,
which employ managers, wind en-
ergy technicians and construction
crews, the component manufac-
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turing supply chain that holds po-
tential for Kansas manufacturers
who are ready with quality control
certifications.

To learn more about wind ener-
gy in Kansas and the opportunity
to be part of a supply chain for
turbine parts and towers, consider
attending the Kansas Wind Sup-
ply Chain Workshop on Monday,
Oct. 5, and the Kansas Wind and
Renewable Energy Conference on
Tuesday and Wednesday, Oct. 6
and 7, both in Topeka. For details,
visit KansasCommerce.com.

Creating biofuel from agricul-
tural products and waste is also
considered a green industry with
green jobs. Kansas currently has
11 ethanol and two biodiesel
plants in operation. In develop-
ment are projects that utilize crop
waste and various vegetation to
produce fuel.

All workers have a green com-
ponent to their job, whether it’s
turning off lights, computers and
equipment to save energy or doing
one of the more obvious green-
related job functions. The greener
we all think, the better off our
bottom line will be. And in these
tough economic times, the more
efficiently we can work, the better
it is for us all.

Susan Nickerson, west regional
director for the Kansas Depart-
ment of Commerce, Workforce
Development Division, has expe-
rience in education, nonprofits,
manufacturing, retail and corpo-
rate work.

Study of wind project
gets grant for Atwood

A project near Atwood in Raw-
lins County by Danken Energy
LLC has been selected for a grant
of $38,800 from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Rural De-
velopment administration.

The money will be combined
with an applicant contribution of
$116,400 to complete a feasibility
study for a proposed 300-mega-
watt wind-energy project.

This project was one of 13 cho-
sen to receive a total of $675,054
in loans and grants to make ener-
gy-efficiency improvements and
conduct a feasibility study for a
renewable energy system. The
money comes from the Rural En-
ergy for America Program, estab-
lished in the 2008 Farm Bill, and
is not part of the so-called stimu-
lus act.

K-State ag management class
deadline coming October 30

Friday, Oct. 30, is the deadline
to enroll in Kansas State Univer-
sity’s Management, Analysis and
Strategic Thinking program for
farm and ranch operators, also
known as MAST.

The program is designed to en-
hance management skills and pro-
vide new decision-making tools
and strategic planning strategies,
said coordinator Alicia Goheen. It
is based in K-State’s Department
of Agricultural Economics.

Past participants have come
from a wide range of agricultural
backgrounds, including cow-calf
producers, diversified crop farm-
ers, land owners and dairy manag-
ers — and from across the United
States, including Iowa, Missouri,
Texas, Virginia, and Minnesota.

The program starts with a two-
day on-campus orientation, Mon-
day and Tuesday, Nov. 16-17,
where participants meet one an-
other as well as program admin-
istrators and faculty. After the ori-

entation, participants return home
to work on the course modules on
their own time.

The modules, taught by Agri-
cultural Economics faculty, cover
such topics as land, machinery, fi-
nancial analysis, human resources,
taxes and pubic policy, risk man-
agement and marketing.

The program will end with a
second on-campus visit Feb. 23-
24. Class members will provide
feedback and participate in a grad-
uation ceremony.

Tuition is $1,250 per person or
$1,100 per person if two or more
participate from the same busi-
ness. Information is available at
www.agmanager.info/MAST/ or
by contacting Goheen at (785)
532-4434 or agoheen@agecon.
ksu.edu.

Farm Credit of Kansas is offer-
ing partial scholarships for asso-
ciation members. For information,
stop by your Farm Credit Associa-
tion office or call Goheen.

4-H offers new energy project

A new 4-H project focuses on
sustainable energy and should be
of high interest to Kansans, a Kan-
sas State University spokesperson
said.

The project, titled “The Power
of the Wind,” is geared toward
fifth through eighth graders and
explores basic scientific principles
related to energy, the environ-
ment, and ways in which to har-
ness energy, said Gary Gerhard,
Kansas State University professor
and 4-H youth development spe-
cialist.

“Students choosing the project
will learn about different applica-
tions of wind as energy,” said Ger-
hard, who noted that lessons with-
in the project range from studying
the aerodynamics of a basic pin-
wheel to Bernoulli’s Principle and
how an airplane can fly.

More technical lessons will fo-
cus on adjusting the angle of the
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blades in a pinwheel to provide
the desired effect.

As with all 4-H programs, age-
appropriate educational materials
introduce a topic and are followed
up with a series of skill-building
activities, Gerhard added.

The new project fits within the
Science, Engineering and Tech-
nology curriculum stressed in 4-H
programs, he said.

A move toward science, engi-
neering and technology in 4-H
projects has been gradual, and
includes robotics, rocketry, global
positioning systems (GPS) and
space technologies, said Gerhard,
who noted that 4-H projects often
jumpstart a lifelong interest or the
basis of a career.

Information about “The Power
of the Wind,” or other Kansas 4-H
projects and opportunities is avail-
able at www.kansas4h.org.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.
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Give it a trg! See what
the business directorg
can do for 9ou!
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Live The Life YouAe Always Imagined!

oRiverside Plaza offers
spacious residences,
state-of-the-art appli-
ances, elegant d2cor, and
unrivaled amenities.
Luxury retirement living.
YouAe Earned It!”
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600 E.EIm* Salina‘® 785-822-1300 ‘ www.rsplaza.com
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RIVERSIDE PLAZA

Luxury Retirement Living

Thomas County Historical Society

What’s New At the...
Kansas Country

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

9-5 M-F
1-5 Sat. & Sun.
Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.

Closed Holidays
Goat Milk Soaps & Beauty Products

Many Beautiful Colors of Soap!

Vintage Soap & Bath, LLC.
Tanganoxie, KS

e World Class Kuska Collection
e Kansas KIDS Corner
o Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder
of KS Architecture
¢ Hands on
HIGH PLAINS HISTORY
e Prairie Museum Art

Beaded Bracelét$ and Necklaces
in a Variety of Colors and Styles

1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701
785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net
WWW. prairiemuseum.org

Barbella’s
Oberlin, KS

785-460-6080
1085 Taylor Ave., Colby

ROSALES PLUMBING

For All Your Commercial & Residential Plumbing Needs
24-Hour Emergency Service Available
Also Servicing Heating, Air and Septic Tank Systems!

David J. Rosales

Owner

(785) 675-8254 or (785) 657-7251
832 17th Street ¢ PO Box 742
Hoxie, Kansas 67740

NEW BEGINNINGS COUNSELING SERVICES
J. Douglas Finley, LSCSW, LMSW

Kansas Board Certified Counselor
Specializing in: Individual, Child, Adolescent,
Marriage and Family Counseling

Services are accepted by BCBS of Kansas
Day and Evening appointments available
422 Smith Drive, Colby, KS
785-462-3308
newbeginningscs@hotmail.com

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company‘/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

Need a new insurance partner?

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life
College | Retirement

".@
FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance « Investments
www.fbfs.com

David Browne Il
550 N Franklin
Colby, KS

(785) 462-3388

¢ Siding
 Commercial Roofing

* Painting
* Residential Roofing

* Small Construction Projects

AB.CD. ROOFING
& CONSTRUCTION

“NOTHING T0 IT BUT TO DO IT”
Curtis Delany

Owner/Operator
785-269-7324

Adam Bowers
Owner/Operator
785-462-0438

Licensed and Insured

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Tool

Box
Custom Cabinetry ¢ Counter Tops
Design, Fabrication & Installation

Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing
Shop 462-7843 ¢ Dennis 443-3140

www.toolboxkitchen.com

FAMILY DENTAL
sas CARE
d@ P The Latest Technology gnd Most
OpEv® Complete Care Available!
¢ Root Canals ¢ Orthodontics
e Implants « Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

AN S
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 SNal CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 > o N QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 P | s WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 AAA/‘ \“A‘ WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
AN
\d A -
VACATION SPECIALS o Vonions MRLU LRI RV
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 | 4
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel 2505 3! BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel ! 800 3 (]
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | 31.[]50 5 VACATIONS NOwW!
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,500 7: T 1
HAWAI Air&Hotel | $740 | 3! Call s Scdules
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 : 3 Allspecials may be for spe'mfllc_dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA : ” SA315$} Max 45! and are subject to availability
er Adult

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL 1-800-536-6642 COMMEBCIAL
Tamko Shingles Rubber Single Ply
GAF Shingles 1-785-462-6642  \hite TPO Single Ply
Wood Shingles Built Up Systems

Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

IDIAMOND

SEPTIC

Having Septic problems
and wanna save $$$$?

We can save your leachfield without digging up
your yard and the high cost of replacing it. For
a thousand dollars or less, we can add 20-25
vears to the life of your leachfield. We also do
drain cleaning and septic repairs of all kinds!
We guarantee all work we perform.

For more information please call:

(785) 821-4775

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
(800) 611-6735 ™

www. MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial » Residential * Free Estimates
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You know where
one stadium can lightup a

hole town?

v

In COLBY that's what happens every time
\ our EAGLES come out to play. That's why
our State Farm® team is proud to support
Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street them all season long.
Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525 S
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

INSURANCE
o

E FARM

P087057 10/08 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company — Bloomington, IL
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