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Dear Dr. Brothers: I have a close friend from
high school with whom I’ve kept in close touch
after college. We both have a degree in advertis-
ing (from different schools), and both got jobs in
agencies in a large city. But he was let go, and
he’s been bugging me about introductions in my
company in case there’s an opening. Frankly, I
don’t want to risk being replaced by my own bud-
dy! Is it wrong to say no, and if not, how do I say
it and not sound like a selfish jerk? — C.W.

Dear C.W.: It is nice to be concerned about
your friend’s welfare, and I don’t think you
should be so hard on yourself — whatever you de-
cide to do, it doesn’t mean you are “selfish.” One
of the things you learn in business is to take care
of yourself and your job security as well as help
others — it’s called networking, and people find
themselves in dilemmas similar to yours all the
time. Just because your friend has a problem with
his career doesn’t mean you have to solve it, or
offer up your workplace as the solution — espe-
cially if it could put your own job in jeopardy.

As just one part of your friend’s work world,
you can help him by encouraging him to use all
the social-networking sites out there. He should
know what they are. Be honest. If he knows you
are concerned about keeping your own job, and
he’s a friend, he won’t think less of you for not 1
throwing him a life preserver. Let him know that
you are going to keep your eyes and ears open for
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opportunities that wouldn’t impact your own. It
will be hard to think of yourself as a “jerk” if you
put some effort toward helping your buddy. But
in the end, he’s got to do his own thing to land a
job. Don’t feel responsible for his success.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have met a woman who
I’d like to hang out with. She is divorced and rais-
ing a young teen. [ am having a hard time getting
her to do things without her daughter. They are
the kind of best-friend mom/daughter types you
see out shopping together and sharing secrets. I
find it creepy that she doesn’t want to confide in
women her own age — just her daughter. How do
I wedge my way in, here? — J.T.

Dear J.T.: It is nice that you want to befriend
this woman and hang out with her — it sounds as
though it would be a good thing for both of you,
but especially for her. Often when a mother makes
her child into her best friend, she doesn’t have
a lot of adult companionship. This may be fun
for the child for a while, but ultimately carry too
much adult responsibility. Sometimes children of
divorcees become the caretaker of the fragile par-
ent, a burden they never should be asked to carry.
This can rob them of their childhood and create
resentment or emotional baggage.

So, if you can break into that inner circle, bravo.
You need to create some clear-cut “rules” when it
comes to attending functions. Make it clear that
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Sensing that the opponents were in deep trou-
ble, West this time doubled for penalties and, after
North had made an SOS redouble, also doubled
one spade — which became the final contract.

West’s bidding was indeed remarkable. He
had opened with absolutely minimum values and
then proceeded to double every time it was his
turn, just as though he had opened the bidding
with a super hand.

Moreover, he made the highly effective open-
ing lead of the queen of spades. Declarer ducked
in dummy — quite naturally assuming that West
had the Q-J and East the ace — whereupon West
played the ace and another spade.

South eventually went down three for a loss of
500 points, though he could have saved a trick in
the play. West was exceptionally well-rewarded
for recognizing that even a minimum opening
bid can sometimes change its complexion and
become a powerhouse.
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