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To place your classified ad, mail (155 W. Fifth), fax (785-462-7749),
phone (785-462-3963), or stop by our office at 155 W. Fifth

Hoop houses help

specialty farming

OLATHE - Hoop houses (also
called high tunnels) can seem as
revolutionary as throwing abig tarp
over some hay bales and calling it
abarn.

Yet, hoop houses are now giving
an edge to an expanding group of
U.S. farmers who grow vegetables,
fruits or cut flowers where cold
weather is no stranger. These farm-
ers can market fresh-picked straw-
berries months before and months
after their area’s traditional growers
have anything to sell.

“High tunnels aren’t what you’d
call high tech. The typical one is
simply a PVC- or metal-structured
polyethylene Quonset hut. It’s
no more than a unheated, plastic
greenhouse that you can ventilate
by hand. Even so, it protects plants
from the weather — sort of like a
big cold frame would,” said Ted
Carey, horticulturist with Kansas
State University Research and
Extension.

Their simple nature gives hoop
houses lower construction and op-
erating costs than a nursery-grade
greenhouse. Farmers commonly
recover their investment within a
year or two, Carey said.

“For me, the only strange thing
about them is how long and how
far the United States lagged behind
other countries in adopting high-
tunnel horticulture,” he said. “An
American named E.M. Emmert in-
vented the structure, callingitafield
greenhouse. He came up with the
idea at the University of Kentucky
right after World War I1.”

Carey has justcompleted his own
research to assess how the U.S. situ-
ation is finally changing. He found
adoption rates differ from area to
area. Overall, U.S. high tunnel use
has been increasing rapidly for

more than a decade. Land-grant
university research and Extension
programs are supporting the rise,
as are innovations that growers
themselves develop.

“The protection that the tunnels
provide is doing more now than just
allowing ... an extended growing
season,” he said. “It’s expanding the
kinds of plants farmers can grow......
It’s increasing both yields and crop
quality.”

The survey found the U.S. North-
eastis leading interms of individual
hoophouse numbers, although parts
of the Midwest are gaining ground
quickly. By far, tomatoes and salad
ingredients are the top crops.

Apparently, however, the states
with the most acreage under high
tunnels are in zones where cold
weather isn’t a big crop risk — Cali-
fornia, Arizona, Hawaii, Oregon
and Florida. Hawaii has 50 percent
of its hoop house acres in flowers.
Oregon is specializing in blackber-
ries and blueberries.

Before 1990 the great majority of
U.S. adopters were in the nursery
industry, he said.

“Adding to their cost savings,
nurseries could truthfully say the
structures are temporary — even
if their own high tunnels never
moved. That made a difference in
their property tax assessments,”
Carey said.

Since 2003, K-State has hosted
a High Tunnel Web site (www.
hightunnels.org) with original ma-
terial geared for educators as well
as growers. It provides useful links
and the signup for an e-mail listserv
widely used by growers, researchers
and allied industry personnel to ask
questions and exchange informa-
tion about high tunnel use.

Web site estimates interest

A Federal Trade Commission
web site can help consumers calcu-
late payments needed to eliminate
credit card debt, a specialist says.

Suppose, for example, a con-
sumer is carrying a $1,000 balance
on a credit card with a 17.5 percent
interest rate. Making a minimum
monthly payment of $50, it will take
five years (60 months) and $346 in
interest to pay off, said Carol Young,
K-State Research and Extension
financial management specialist.

Increasing monthly payments to
$75 will clear the debt in 15 months
and offer a savings of $225 in in-
terest; making monthly payments
of $100 will retire the debt in 11
months and yield a savings of $257
in interest, Young said.

The Credit Card Repayment
Calculator, which shows consumers
how to calculate debt reduction, is at
the FTC-sponsored Web site: www.
ftc.gov/creditcardcalculator.
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TUESDAY

FARM MACHIVERY & EQUIPHENT

o\

SEPT. 15, 2009
@ 10:30 AM, CDT

SELLER: FRED H. ALBERS ESTATE

AUCTION LOCATION: From I-70 exit 85 at Grinnell go 5% miles

North to Road 120 S, 3 miles West to Angelus and 1/8 mile

South to the farmsite OR From 1-70 exit 70 at the Colonial

Steakhouse North of Oakley go 1/8 mile North to County Road

E, 10 miles East to Angelus, then 1/8 mile South to the farmsite!
SIGNS WILL BE POSTED!

TRACTORS:

oJD 4555

oJD 4255

oJD 2955

oJD 2440A w/145 loader
COMBINE:

eAC Gleaner M2 combine, 20’
header

TRUCK:e’85 Chevy 70 w/18’ steel
B&H

PICKUPS: ¢’06 Chevy 2500 HD,
4x4, 5spd, V8 Vortex, 6.0 liter,
6,000 mie’93 Ford Ranger XLT
¢’91 GMC 1500 Sierra SLe’85
GMC 1500

CAR & ATV’S:e’75 Chevy Nova
custom, 2-dr, 350 eng, 3 spd on
floor, 76,040 mieKawasaki Bayou
KLF300B 4-wheeler, needs repair
oE-Z Rider motor bikeeKawasaki
KE100 eHonda 3-wheeler
TRAILER:e’75 Hale 18’ stock trl
HAY EQUIP:eNH 855 round
baler, string ticeNH 276 Hayliner
square baler, string ticeNH 499
Hydro swing 16’ swather
w/crimpereHay binder eJD dump
rakeeJD 55 silage blower ¢JD 35
one-row silage chopper

LIVESTOCK EQUIP:eBear Cat

roller mill, PTOePortable loading
chute eCalf feedere2) Round bale
feeders eBale loadere3pt bale
forkseBarb wireeWood posts

FARM EQUIPMENT:eJD 7200

MaxEmerge 2 VacuMeter 6-row
Conservation plantereSF 5x6
oFK 3x6eCase 7100 20’ hoe drill,
12" spacing eJD 8200 disc drill,
12"  spacingeSF 16’  offset
disceWetmore grain cart e3pt
blade eJD rotary hoe eSpeedKing
42" auger eElston gopher
machineeWater & fuel tankseJD
tractor weightse2) 250 gal poly
tanks

GUNS:eH & R 929, 22 cal, 9 shot
pistoleDurango W-05, 22 cal,
pistoleJC Higgins, 10313, 22 cal,
single shot, S&R rifleeStevens,
94, 12 ga, single shotelthasa,
model 37, 20 ga, shotgun

SHOP EQUIPMENT & MISC:e’08

JD LA150 riding mower, 26HP,
auto, 54’ deck- Like NeweDixon
ZTR 4516K mower 3) air
compressorseTable saw AND
MANY MORE ITEMS TOO
NUMEROUS TO LIST!!

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR VISIT
www.farmandranchrealty.com

ARM & RANCH REALTY, INC.

5

STEVE HAZLETT, Listing Agent (785-443-3110)
1420 W. 4™ o COLBY, KS 67701

Toll Free 1-800-247-7863

5

DONALD L. HAZLETT, Broker/Auctioneer
“When You List With Farm & Ranch, It's As Good As Sold”
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Pets for Sale

Garage Sales

Garage Sales

Garage Sales

AKC Yorkshire Terrier puppies,
adorable, will stay 3 to 4 Ibs. 3
females. Ready for new homes, 6
months old. Call 785-462-6234 or
785-443-3686.

---8/27---9/10---

Garage Sales

525 E. Pine Street. Saturday Sep-
tember 5th 8-noon. Something for
everyone.

---9/2---9/4---

Public Notice

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
THOMAS COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
LULA F. THIELER, Deceased
CASE NO. 2009-PR-05

NOTICE OF HEARING ON
PETITION FOR FINAL SETTLEMENT

The State of Kansas to All Persons
Concerned:

You are hereby notified that a Petition was
filed on August 25, 2009, in said Court by
the undersigned, Executor of the Will of
the decedent, praying for a final settlement
of the estate, approval of Executor’s acts,
proceedings and accounts, allowance of
costs of administration, determination of
the heirs, devisees and legatees entitled
to the estate and assignment to them in
accordance with the Will of the decedent.
You are required to file your written defenses
thereto on or before September 18, 2009,
at 10:00 A.M. on said day, in said Court, in
the City of Colby, Thomas County, Kansas,
at which time and place said cause will be
heard. Should you fail therein, judgment
and decree will be entered in due course
upon said Petition.

Rex Carswell
Petitioner

Michael H. Haas
Attorney at Law

821 Main - Box 407
Hoxie, Kansas 67740
785-675-3762

(Published in the Colby Free Press on
Fridays, August 28, September 4, 11, 2009)

450 W. 5th, Saturday, September
5th 7am to noon. Cherry wood
kitchenisland, 27” TV, small kitchen
appliances and supplies. Toddler
Toys & Name Brand Clothing for
boys, women & men.
---9/2---9/9---

Backyard Sale 1745 W. 5th Friday
3-7pm and Saturday 8am-?. Lum-
ber, T-lock shingles, organ, yard
materials and much more.
---9/2---9/4---

985 W. 4th Friday 4th 4-7pm and
Saturday 5th 7am-noon. Kids stuff,
household items and furniture.
Something for everyone.
---9/2---9/4---

FallHarvestHome Show Septem-
ber 19th 8am-8pm. Colby Com-
munity Building. Multiple venders
including; Tastefully Simple, Mary
Kay, Premier Designs, and many
more. Door Prizes and Special of-
fers. Information: 785-443-0459.
---9/2---9/18---

Huge moving sale-everything
must go! 30 year collection of an-
tiques and household. Antiques,
collectibles, furniture, kitchen mis-
cellaneous, beds, dressers, crafts,
clothing, holiday deco, tools, appli-
ances and more. Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, September 4, 5 and 6;
Friday and Saturday, September 11
and12,18and 19,25and 26. Hours:
9 am to 6 p.m. MT, 17th and Main,
Goodland, Kansas. More inventory
added daily and weekly. EVERY-
THING PRICED TO SALE!
---9/2---9/25---

WHY WOULD | EVER WANT TO
BE A NEWSPAPER CARRIER?!

v out all these GREAT incentives!

- $25 signing bonus after 3 months
- Bonus for new subscribers
- Various sized routes
- No 2 routes are the same

CoLpy

Contact Kathryn at the
Colby Free Press for more
information on available routes.

will be CLOSED Monday, Sept.
7, to observe 2009 Labor Day....
We will reopen normal business

hours Tuesday, Sept. 8...

There will be no paper on Mon. 9/7 or Tues. 9/8.

Normal Business Hours:
Monday Through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

785-462-3963

PRESS

K

9/4/09 12:39:12 PM



