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Health care reform
difficult but needed

Look back past the
din of this summer’s
health care debates and
recall the 2008 elec-
tion cycle, when virtu-
ally every candidate,
regardless of political
affiliation, argued for
broad change to our
health care system.

Then, as now, there was no seri-
ous dispute that our present system
fails to cover millions and costs all
of us too much. These are the core
issues that we must address now
as we move forward on common
ground that can exist.

The legislative proposals under
consideration in Washington are
complex because the challenges
involve intricate issues, but there
is agreement on several critical
issues essential to an improved
health care system.

In order to finance health care
through insurance as efficiently
and as affordably as possible, ev-
eryone — the young, the old, the
healthy and the sick — has to be in
the system. The current propos-
als would prohibit health insurers
from denying someone insurance
simply because he or she has been
treated for a pre-existing con-
dition. Similarly, the proposals
would prohibit insurers from us-
ing health status, gender or occu-
pation when setting premiums.

Of course, if coverage is guar-
anteed for all, there will be some
who will wait until they become
sick to purchase that coverage.
Such a voluntary system could
lead to “adverse selection,” where
those with higher costs and likeli-
hood of care participate in the sys-
tem, while those with lower costs
and likelihood of care do not.

This dynamic drives up the cost
of insurance, further discouraging
people from buying it and discour-
aging employers from providing
it. This shifts the burden of health
care to an inefficient, last-resort
system of emergency care and
high-cost state programs.

The only effective answer to
these concerns is to require every-
one to purchase health insurance,
much as states already require the
purchase of auto insurance.

The current proposals also elim-
inate caps on annual or lifetime
benefits under a health insurance
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policy. For patients with high-cost
conditions like hemophilia, who
can exhaust these caps very quick-
ly, this change will make certain
that their policy delivers.

The proposals also acknowledge
that getting everyone in the sys-
tem will require federal subsidies
so that people below designated
income levels receive assistance
in purchasing health insurance.
Without subsidies, the cost of cov-
erage, even with everyone in the
pool, is too great to be affordable
for millions of Americans.

Congressional action along the
lines outlined above is necessary
to address this national issue, but
it should not diminish the regula-
tory role for the states. Our nation
is too vast and too varied for one
regulatory regime to fit all. Con-
gress should allow states wide
latitude to enforce their respec-
tive laws when those laws provide
greater consumer protections than
those afforded by federal law.

Reducing costs and fixing the
health care system will require
collaboration and compromise
among the federal and state gov-
ernments, providers and consum-
ers alike. It is critical to steer clear
of the current, unsustainable path
where health care costs devour
an ever-increasing percentage of
the economy. At the very least,
the U.S. economic well-being de-
pends upon moderating this trend.

Consensus on reform proposals
can happen if they are judged on
their substance. Even though Con-
gress recently lost a great consen-
sus maker — Sen. Ted Kennedy,
whose bipartisan efforts were
lauded by current and past Kansas
senators — members of Congress
should continue to work together
to find common ground.

Constructive  debate  about
health care reform is essential, but
it should be rooted in the facts,
with a clear understanding of the
difficult policy decisions facing
the nation.

The historic Kuhrt Ranch
will hold a program for women
involved or interested in agri-
cultural issues from 10 a.m. to 4
p-m. (Central Time) on Wednes-
day, Sept. 30, at the ranch north
of Edson.

The program, “Women in
Denim,” will feature “Sophy”
from Elkhart, who brings out-
standing entertainment with
her “down-home” jokes and
stories.

Also on the agenda is Byron
Hale, agent in Oberlin for the
Twin Creeks Extension, with a
presentation on “Important Pa-

“Women in denim’
program near Edson

pers — Keep or Toss.”

Farm Safety Instructor Greg
Nemechek will present a ses-
sion.

Lunch is included in the $30
registration fee, due by <next>
Friday. For information or a
registration form, contact Deb-
bie Potter at the Thomas Coun-
ty Conservation District, 915
E. Walnut, or call 462-7482,
extension 3.

The Kuhrt Ranch is listed on
the National Historic Register.
Owner Diana Flanders will talk
about its history and lead a tour
of the ranch.

Consumer seminar offered
by attorney general at fair

Attorney General Steve Six will
hold a consumer seminar Tues-
day, Sept. 15, at the State Fair
in Hutchinson, in addition to the
consumer, victim assistance and
Internet crime resources provided
by his office each year at a State
Fair booth.

The seminar will be in the Cot-
tonwood Court Meeting Room.

“During this time of economic
uncertainty, it is important that
Kansans are educated about the

scams that may threaten their fi-
nances and identity,” Six said.
“By providing educational oppor-
tunities for consumers, my office
can help keep Kansans from fall-
ing for scams and losing money.”

The schedule for the seminar
will be: 10:30 a.m., remarks from
the attorney general; 11 a.m., iden-
tity theft; 12:30 p.m., mortgage
scams; and 2 p.m., debt collection
and the Kansas Consumer Protec-
tion Act.
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* [rrigation Pump Repair
* Irrigation Well Drilling

* Environmental Drilling

Heath Paxson

1024 Oak Ave.
Hoxie, KS 67740 .
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Now offering heat pump systems!
* Lower Your Monthly Utility Bills

* Call For Information Today

* Domestic Well Drilling & Repair

For all your irrigation needs call:

Doug Holzmeister 785/675-8508
785/675-8503

Fax: 785/ 675-3990
E-mail: woofpw@ruraltel.net

Younger 4-Hers

to compete this year

HUTCHINSON - Children of
all ages typically enjoy the Kansas
State Fair, and, thanks to a change
in a Kansas 4-H policy, 9-year-
olds may have a new reason to
smile.

In past years, a Kansas 4-H
member had to earn the top award
in a project category at the county
or district fair and be 10 or older
to exhibit at the state fair, said Jus-
tin Wiebers, Kansas State Univer-
sity Research and Extension 4-H
specialist.

This year, the age has been ad-
justed to include 9-year-olds who
earn top project awards, Wiebers
said.

“A project participant’s success
reflects significant growth and de-
velopment,” he said. “A 4-H proj-
ect often serves as the foundation
for a career interest or lifelong
hobby.”

Successful projects will be on
display in 4-H Centennial Hall at
the north end of the fairgrounds.
The building will be open from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday through Sat-
urday, Sept. 19, and from 9 a.m.

until 6 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 20,
closing day.

Fairgoers come for all sorts
of reasons, he said. Former 4-H
members usually check in to see
what’s new, while others come
with a mission, such as buying
baked goods on sale or eyeing
geology exhibits in the hope of
identifying an unusual rock they
spotted in the garden.

The entomology projects, with
Kansas insects neatly displayed,
are among the most popular. Wie-
bers encourages visitors to allow
plenty of time to see top projects
from around the state.

Seeing the projects can help
children and families in choosing
where they might like to start, said
Wiebers.

“4-H can be a great activity for
the whole family to get involved
in together,” he said.
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Where the Deals Are!

professionalism and service.

Ben Schroeder

(785) 462-3939
ben@thomascountyins.com

Schroeder Earns
Farm Certified Agent
Designation

Ben Schroeder of Thomas County Insur-
ance Agency, Colby has earned the On
Your Farm®™ Certified Agent designation
from Nationwide® Agribusiness Insurance
Company, Des Moines, IA.

The Certification indicates Schroeder has made a commitment
to help protect farmers and ranchers with the highest level of

To receive a free insurance review
for your farm or ranch contact

Thomas County Insurance Agency

Nationwide’
Agribusiness

Oy Yo Slale”

Underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, AMCO Insurance Company, Allied
Property & Casualty Insurance Company, Depositors Insurance Company, Farmland Mutual, Na-
tionwide Insurance Company of America, Nationwide Affinity Insurance Company of America,
Nationwide Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Nationwide Mutual Fire Insurance Com-
pany, and Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company, 1100 Locust Street, Des Moines, lowa
50391-3000. Customers will be placed with one of the above companies based on your location
and product requested. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states and products
are subject to deductibles, exclusions, and conditions. Nationwide, the Nationwide framemark, and
On Your Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company,
AgriChoice is a federally registered service mark of Allied Group, Inc. © 2009 Nation wide Mutual
Insurance Company. All rights reserved.
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Recent college grads
welcome!

The Colby Free Press is looking for
a full-time advertising executive to
advertising

for Nor’West

Newspapers. The work week would
be 40 hours with occasional evening

and weekend duties.

skills

with Excel,

Computer
Photoshop,

inDesign, and Acrobat helpful but

not necessary.

Must have good

communication skills, and excellent

customer

and

service
attention to detail.
resume to Steve Haynes,

skills with
Send a letter

publisher, at 155 W. Fifth St., Colby,

Kansas.,

nwkansas.com.

67701

or s.haynes@
This could be the

job you've been looking for.

155 W. 5th ¢ Colby, KS 67701 ¢ 785-462-3963
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Live Well

: Everything you need is in your own backyard :
We know there’s nothing like a familiar remains constant — our commitment to
voice in your ear to really warm the heart. bringing you the services you need.
: Since 1952, S&T has helped generations :
of customers stay connected to family and £ Sk Budie G ol ol LS dble :
friends with reliable landline service. Sy S0 foitolat Hiabbj jo Jb GRS
: office today. :
Today, we continue to help you make the
. A3 L0E ba k] S&T Local Pegple — Services — Solutions .
. most of the relationships in your life with an .
3 Go Local Go S&T! 4
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expanding array of communications options.

Though the technology changes, one thing

Brewster Office: 320 Kansas Ave « Brewster, KS 67732 « 785-694-2256
Colby Office: 755 Davis Ave - Colby, KS 67701 « 785-460-7300
Dighton Office: 201 E Long - Dighton, KS 67839 « 620-397-2111
Goodland Office: 1318 Main « Goodland, KS 67735 - 785-890-7400
Oakley Office: 211 Center Ave « Oakley, KS 67748 « 785-671-8930
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