
TOPEKA (AP) — State offi-
cials will learn soon how strong 
revenue collections were for 
Kansas in August.

The Department of Revenue 
is expected to release prelimi-
nary figures showing how much 
the state collected in income, 
sales and other statewide taxes. 
Final number won’t be released 
for several days as the agency 

adjusts the totals to account for 
various other factors.

Last week, the House Ap-
propriations Committee began 
a series of meetings leading up 
to the start of the January 2010 
session. They are looking at 
ways to trim state spending to 
close what some predict could 
be a budget deficit of close to 
$500 million.

tion in Republican-leaning Kansas. President Barack 
Obama was a relatively popular Democratic candi-
date here in 2008, but still received less than 42 per-
cent of the state’s vote. After several people at a town 
hall meeting in Ottawa advocated a public option, 
Jenkins reached a not-so-surprising conclusion.

“We’re just going to agree to disagree about the 
public option,” she said.

The audience Jenkins faced in Ottawa was dif-
ferent than one she faced in Topeka at the start of 
her listening tour in mid-August, though both often 
seemed restless.

The Topeka crowd vented frustration at Obama and 
other Democrats, their health care proposals and an 
America that seemed to many to have lost its good, 
conservative moorings. The same seemed true the 
next day, when Rep. Todd Tiahrt, a veteran Republi-
can who represents the 4th District in south-central 
Kansas, had an event at Topeka’s public library.

But in Ottawa, the crowd seemed more evenly di-
vided, and some’ questioners directed their frustra-
tion at Jenkins.

One was Elizabeth Smith, a 27-year-old Ottawa 
waitress, who wanted to know what was wrong with 
a government-run plan for Americans who are now 
uninsured. Smith’s 2 1/2-year-old son Jonah sat on a 
nearby table, swinging his legs, as his mother ques-
tioned the congresswoman.

Jenkins had explained part of her opposition al-
ready. She fears a government-run plan will draw 
people from the private insurance market, dilute 
competitive forces that drive down costs and lead 
to more government control of health care. She told 
Smith she’d rather give subsidies to families to allow 
them to buy private insurance.

Afterward, Smith said her son hasn’t been to a 
doctor in 21 months, except for emergency room vis-
its for ear infections, because she can’t afford either 
insurance or a doctor’s visit.

“I am frustrated,” she said. “In a functioning, civil 
society, people take care of each other.”

Dennis Schlotzhauer, a 66-year-old retired railroad 
shop worker from Ottawa, was skeptical of Jenkins’ 
argument that the private market is the best way to 
help the uninsured.

“If private insurance is working, why are we 
here?” he asked.

Jenkins said she’s not saying insurance compa-
nies or pharmaceutical manufacturers shouldn’t be 
“cleaned up,” but there are alternatives to Demo-
cratic proposals, including an expansion of health 
savings accounts and protecting doctors from unwar-
ranted lawsuits.

Tiahrt also has listed proposals to decrease pa-
perwork within the health care system and prohibit 
people from being denied coverage for preexisting 
medical conditions.

Sen. Sam Brownback responded to new projec-
tions for the federal deficit last week by arguing that 
Congress should approve only “incremental” chang-
es in health care. Rep. Jerry Moran, who represents 
the 1st District that includes western Kansas, also 
expressed concern about health care reform’s effect 
on the deficit.

And when the Senate health committee passed a 
Democratic overhaul, Sen. Pat Roberts voted against 
it, predicting, among other things, that it would lead 
to higher taxes. Jenkins heard the same concern from 
her audience, too, despite some members’ preference 
for the public option.

Of course, at that point, she already considered the 
debate over health care largely settled.
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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Partly cloudy, low 

around 54. Breezy, south wind 
15 to 20 mph, gusts as high as 
30 mph.

Tuesday: Sunny, high near 
85. South wind 10 to 15 mph.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 56. Southeast 
wind between 5 and 15 mph.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, 
high near 85. Southeast wind 
around 5 mph becoming calm.

Wednesday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 58.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 81.

Thursday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 55.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 81.

Friday Night: Isolated thun-
derstorms. Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 57. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 20 percent.

Friday: High, 86; Low 51
Saturday: High, 73; Low 54
Sunday: High, 66; Low 54
Precip: Friday 0.00 inches
 Saturday 0.07 inches
 Sunday 0.10 inches
 Month: 3.33 inches
 Year:   20.17 inches
 Normal:  16.41 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Tuesday 7:13 a.m. 8:15 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)
Colby Water Use 

Friday – Sunday 1,635,000 gal.
(Colby Public Works)

From “HEALTH,” Page 1

Goat Milk Soaps & Beauty Products
Many Beautiful Colors of Soap!

Vintage Soap & Bath, LLC.
Tanganoxie, KS

785-460-6080
1085 Taylor Ave., Colby

What’s New At the...
Kansas Country 

Store?

Beaded Bracelets and Necklaces  
in a Variety of Colors and Styles

Barbella’s
Oberlin, KS

Business Directory
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

WORLDWIDE  . Vacation Packages . Cruises    Tours . Groups . Flights . Hotels . Trains . Cars 

From # Nights

Max 45

 
4
3
3
5
7
3
3

LAS VEGAS 
DISNEY WORLD
MEXICO
CARIBBEAN CRUISE
ALASKAN CRUISE
HAWAII  
LONDON, ENGLAND 
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 

$250
$505
$450

$1,050
$1,500

$740
$700
$359

Air & Hotel, Park Passes

Air & Hotel
Cruise & Air
Cruise & Air
Air & Hotel
Air & Hotel

Air & Hotel

Per Adult

V A C A T I O N  S P E C I A L S B R A N S O N  

C H R I S T M A S  T O U R

December 7-12
Call for brochure

All specials may be for specific dates 
and are subject  to  availability 

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701
Phone: 785.462.6999
Fax: 785-460-0852 

Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET 
QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!

WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

BOOK HOLIDAY
VACATIONS NOW!

Call for Bus Tours Schedules.

Air & Hotel
Park Passes, Air & Hotel

Round Trip Travel

$800

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

• Root Canals • Orthodontics
• Implants • Wisdom Tooth Surgery

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most 
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL 
CARE

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofi ng Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modifi ed Systems

Licensed and Insured

Adam Bowers
Owner/Operator
785-462-0438

Colby, KS

Curtis Dulany
Owner/Operator
785-269-7382
Brewster, KS

• Painting
• Residential Roofing
• Siding
• Commercial Roofing
• Small Construction Projects

“NothiNg to it 
But to Do it”

Reflexology is the physical act of applying pressure to the feet with specific 
thumb, finger, and hand techniques without the use of oil or lotion.

45 Minute Treatments: $25

Relax and Breathe!  785-460-1929

Reflexology by Roxanne

Now taking NEW clients!! 
By Appointment Only

Gift Certificates Available
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(800) 611-6735

Commercial • Residential • Free Estimates

Being  
there 
is why  
I’m here.
Total average savings of

Let me show you how combining 
home and auto policies can add 
up to big savings. Like a good 
neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, ILP097185 04/09

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com $633*

*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2008 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.
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Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Custom Cabinetry • Counter Tops
Design, Fabrication & Installation

Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing
Shop 462-7843 • Dennis 443-3140

www.toolboxkitchen.com

VISIT
Prairie Museum
of Art & History
9-5 M-F
1-5 Sat. & Sun.
Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays
• World Class Kuska Collection
• Kansas KIDS Corner
• Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder 
   of KS Architecture
• Hands on 
   HIGH PLAINS HISTORY  
• Prairie Museum Art

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

Membership
Individual - $20
Family (at same address) - $30
Lifetime - $1,000

BENEFITS
• Four Prairie Winds News
   letters
• Free Admission to the 
   Museum
• 10% gift shop discount 
   except books
• Yearly historic calendar

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

www.prairiemuseum.org

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

Membership
Individual - $20
Family (at same address) - $30
Lifetime - $1,000

BENEFITS
• Four Prairie Winds News
   letters
• Free Admission to the 
   Museum
• 10% gift shop discount 
   except books
• Yearly historic calendar

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

www.prairiemuseum.org

Technical college starts green renovation project

Delegation stands firm on health care

a new house each year, which then was sold 
to recoup the costs of construction. The 
renovated house also will go on the market; 
college officials say they hope the project 
will be the first of many to give practi-
cal experience to students in the building 
trades.

Mills joked that he knows the project will 
be done right because it will have about 
5,000 supervisors with the whole town 
watching the project.

The president; Robert Loftin, chairman 
of the area college board; and Tom Betz, 
editor of The Goodland Star-News, who 
suggested the renovation, were the first to 
take the shovels and put them into the dirt 
in the front yard. Others, including Mayor 
Josh Dechant and City Manager Doug Ger-
ber, took their turn, as did the college in-
structors who will be in charge of the reno-
vation.

Bill Finley, college foundation executive 
director, said he was proud of the changes 
Mills has brought to the college. He said 

he feels there is more support being shown 
by the community than has been in several 
years.

Following the ceremony, people toured 
the inside of the house, and students and 
instructors explained some of what will be 
changed inside.

The carpentry students said they were 
excited to begin the project. Plans for the 
conversion have been laid out to redo the 
house with a modern efficient kitchen and 
living room.

Father Hal Lycett of St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church, who lives in the rectory next door, 
said he is excited about the project. He said 
he had been able to get an energy-efficient 
“on demand” water heater donated for the 
house. It was delivered to the college last 
week.

Mills said the heater was a great donation, 
adding that he will be looking for others to 
help the project. He said he plans to ask the 
city to donate the electricity used during 
the rehabilitation and the county commis-
sioners to waive transfer station fees for the 
construction and demolition material.

Revenue department
to release tax figures

From “COLLEGE,” Page 1

education, they are counted as full 
time.

The numbers often change as 
the school year goes on. 

DeYoung said she doesn’t con-
centrate on the equivalency num-
ber until Sept. 20, the day the final 
number is calculated to be sent to 
the state. Before then, she said, she 
monitors changes in enrollment to 
make sure the numbers are ready.

This year, a few things will be 
different, DeYoung said. Trans-
portation numbers will drop from 
650-700 students to about 250 with 
the elimination of busing in-town 
students. DeYoung estimated the 
district’s Full Time Equivalency at 
about 928, but said she expected 
the number to come down before 
Sept. 20. Last year’s number was 
926.4 in September, and DeYoung 
said the final equivalency would 
likely hold steady with last year.

Colby school
enrollment down 
From “SCHOOL,” Page 1
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