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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: A chance of showers
and thunderstorms before 1 a.m,

then isolated thunderstorms.
Mostly cloudy, low around 55.
East wind 5 and 10 mph. Chance
of precipitation is 30 percent.

Tuesday: Mostly cloudy, high
near 83. Calm wind becoming
southeast 5 and 10 mph.

Tuesday Night: A 40 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 61. South wind between
10 and 15 mph.

Wednesday: Partly cloudy,
with a high near 89. South wind
around 10 mph becoming west.

Wednesday Night: Partly
cloudy, with a low around 56.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 79.

Thursday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 51.

Friday: Sunny, high near 84.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 59.

Friday: High, 92; Low 64

Saturday: High, 90; Low 59

Sunday: High, 79; Low 55

Precip: Friday  0.66 inches
Saturday  0.06 inches
Sunday  0.38 inches
Month: 2.25inches
Year: 19.09 inches
Normal:  16.41 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Tuesday ~ 7:00 a.m. 8:35p.m.
Wednesday 7:01 a.m. 8:34 p.m.
Colby Water Use Average
Friday — Sunday 1,740,000 gal.
(Colby Public Works)

Revenue secretary favors
eliminating tax exemptions

TOPEKA (AP)

which would be off limits.

Secretary of Revenue Joan Wagnon says
she thinks it’s time to take a look at some of
such as one for a Kansas
City, Mo., animal shelter when it does busi-
ness in Kansas — and repeal the ones that

those exemptions —

don’t make sense.
“It needs to be repealed,”

— More than $4 billion in
sales tax exemptions is out of reach of gov-
ernment officials in Kansas who badly need a
revenue boost, but many Republican lawmak-
ers see any changes as a kind of tax increase

she said. “If you
had all the money in the world, I guess it’s
OK to exempt a Missouri humane society. We
don’t have all the money in the world.”

There are much bigger exemptions, like
one on Kansas Lottery tickets that cuts $13
million annually from state revenues. In all,
$23.5 million in sales tax exemptions are held
by charitable, religious or benevolent organi-
zations. There are $479 million in exemptions
to government units, $119 million for busi-
ness equipment, $86 million for health care
and $52 million for agriculture.

Wagnon would be happy if the Legislature

“We’ve been concerned for a while about
the erosion of the base,” Wagnon said. “If we
had a three-year sunset on any of these sales
tax exemptions, that would be helpful.”

But some lawmakers, such as House Major-

ity Leader Ray Merrick, a Stilwell Republi-

can, see a repeal of tax exemptions as a tax
increase that is “out of the question.”
Wagnon knows how politically tough it
would be to pull back the popular incentives,
but insists something needs to be done to get

some of that money into the state’s coffers.

The Kansas Advisory Commission on In-
tergovernmental Relations,
chairs, is studying things that keep potential
revenue off the state’s books. Among them are
sales tax exemptions, income tax credits and
property tax exceptions.

Senate Minority Leader Anthony Hensley,
a Topeka Democrat, said there could be value
in regularly evaluating cost-benefit ratios of
state policies that shield groups or categories
from tax liability.

Wagnon said the commission has two ob-

which Wagnon

jectives in pressing the exemption issue with

had to at least look at them every so often.

Man aims to sell prehistoric fish

TOPEKA (AP) — A noted
fossil hunter is looking for
someone to buy and display
the remains of a 17-foot-long
prehistoric fish that he un-
earthed — likely 88 million
years after it died — in west-
ern Kansas.

Alan Detrich found the
Xiphactinus protruding from
a hillside between Scott City
and Oakley in 2007. He calls
it the Kansas King Fish and
has spent the past two years
assembling the fossil, which
includes the fossil of a large
fish it had recently eaten.

Researchers refer to the
Xiphactinus as a sea monster
because of its size and how

it would use its wide jaws
to swallow six-foot-long fish
whole.

“It was a bully,” Detrich
said, referring to the fierce-
ness of the Xiphactinus. “It
killed anything that moved
when it was hungry.”

He says the fossil also in-
cluded soft tissue, which he
plans to send to a University
of Kansas graduate student
for additional study. The tis-
sue will help researchers
learn details including the age
of the fish and the composi-
tion of the Cretaceous sea the
fish lived in.

Detrich has been associated
with the University of Kansas

lawmakers when they convene in January.

as a fossil hunter since 1986,
and is noted for unearthing a
Tyrannosaurus Rex skeleton
in South Dakota in 1991.

Detrich said the Xiphacti-
nus is probably the largest
Cretaceous Period fish speci-
men ever assembled. The
Xiphactinus has only been
found in Kansas and New
York, he said.

Detrich said he hopes to
sell his Xiphactinus fossil to
a museum for display, pref-
erably in Kansas. He said he
wants the fossil available to
the public.

“I’d like to see it go some
place it has an effect on young
minds,” he said.
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the public votes for the measure, she
said, it will go into effect in 2011.

The fire station is being financed by
$2,140,000 in temporary notes and a
$360,000 “O-interest” loan from Mid-
west Energy under a federal program.
The bond issue to replace the tempo-
rary notes will be put together later,
said Armstrong. The fire station costs
includes the money spent on construc-
tion, architects and other costs.

The fire department had to move af-
ter the roof collapsed on two bays at
City Hall more than two years ago. The
department was able to keep trucks at
the National Guard Armory until a new
station was built.

No concrete plan has been laid out
for building a new pool. Armstrong
said a committee made up of council
members Patrick Mallory, Jim Brown
and Tim Hutfles and citizens inter-
ested in getting a new pool has spoken
to architects. Members of the public
involved with the committee include
Jennifer Burr, Sherrie Wiedeman,
Melinda Olson, Sandra Finley, Holly
Lynn, Mandy Lanning, Kris Lemman
and Kami Booi. Burr said the group
had already spoken to one architect
and they will be meeting with another

City council votes
to put sales tax on ballot

one at a meeting at 7:30 p.m. tonight at
Farmer’s and Merchant’s Bank. For in-
formation about the meeting, call Burr
at (785) 460-0438.

The city’s current sales tax rate is
fairly low when compared to other
area towns, Armstrong said. Atwood,
Garden City, Goodland, Hays, Oak-
ley, Salina and WaKeeney all have
higher sales tax rates, she said, but if
the vote is successful, Colby’s would
exceed the rates in Atwood (7.05),
Garden City (7.2), Oakley (7.05) and
WaKeeney (6.8).

If the tax is approved, the manag-
er said, the city believes it will raise
enough money to pay for the fire sta-
tion and a new swimming pool in 10
years. If the city gets a $7,500,000
loan at a 5 percent interest, the revenue
generated from the increased sales tax
would pay off the loan in 10 years.
The sales tax would have to generate
$971,284 per year to do that. The loan
would begin on March 15.

The current one-fourth-cent sales
tax has raised $182,922 for economic
development in the city during the first
six months of 2009, Armstrong said. If
the sales tax would had been 1 cent,
the city would have raised $548,765,
making the estimate look fairly con-
servative.

University of Kansas
sets up new alcohol course

LAWRENCE (AP) — The University
of Kansas is requiring new students ages
22 and younger to complete a two-hour
online course teaching them the dangers
of drinking.

Students will have to finish the first
part by Sept. 24 and the second by Nov.
1. Both must be completed for the stu-
dent to enroll in the spring semester.

The course, which will detail alcohol’s

effects on the body and behavior, is de-
signed to reduce irresponsible drinking.
University officials have begun several
initiatives to deal with drinking following
two alcohol-related deaths of university
students this spring. In May, the univer-
sity announced it would begin notifying
parents about alcohol or drug violations
involving students 21 or younger.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963. ©

Need a new insurance partner?

Auto | Home

David Browne Il
550 N Franklin

Business | Farm/Ranch | Life
College | Retirement

| 3

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.

Insurance +

Investments
www.fbfs.com

“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

The

Tool Box

Custom Cabinetry e Counter Tops
Design, Fabrication & Installation
Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing
Shop 462-7843 ¢ Dennis 443-3140

www.toolboxkitchen.com

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

—4

Prairie Museum

of Art & History / ‘/\
9-5 M-F A
1-5 Sat. & Sun.

Closed Holidays

e Kansas KIDS Corner

VISIT (K2

Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.

o World Class Kuska Collection

What’s New At the...

Kansas Country
Store?

R/\BBIT CRFFK”

e I R O D U ¢ T

e Cinnamon Swirl, Apple and

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Crulses‘Tnurs Groups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

SNy
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 el CALL N OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 > e QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 Y e B3 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 ﬁ/,‘ \){A‘ WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

VACATION SPECIALS Round Trip Travel

LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel ! 4:
DISNEY WORLD Park Passes, Air & Hotel 3 BOOK SPRING
MEXICO Air & Hotel | 3
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1, 5 BREAK NOow!
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air @ $1, 7: T h
HAWAII Ar&Hotel | $740 | 3| Call e Scdules
LONDON, ENGLAND Air & Hotel | $700 | 3 All specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA EP S}ﬁ?/ i Max 45! and are subject to availability

er Adult

Reflexology by Roxanne

Reflexology is the physical act of applying pressure to the feet with specific
thumb, finger, and hand techniques without the use of oil or lotion.

Now taking NEW clients!!
By Appointment Only

Gift Certificates Available

<45 Minute Treatments: $25 >

Relax and Breathe! 785-460-1929

e Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder
of KS Architecture

e Hands on
HIGH PLAINS HISTORY

e Prairie Museum Art

Blueberry Streusel Muffin Mix

¢ Carrot Cake Muffin Mix with
Cream Cheese glaze

¢ Creme Brule, Fabulous Double
Chocolate, Killer Mudd™ and
Mississippi Mud Brownie Mix

¢ [talian Parmesan , Italian Herb,
Cheesey Garlic and Sun Dried
Tomato Beer Bread Mix

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701
785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

WWW.prairiemuseum.org

785-460-6080
1085 Taylor Ave., Colby

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

(800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

FAMILY DENTAL

S“E S
s ‘

L

- Q
Opgv®

CARE

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals ° Orthodontics
e Implants ¢ Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
RESIDENTIAL 1-800-536-6642 COMMEBCIAL
Tamko Shingles Rubber Single Ply
GAF Shingles 1-785-462-6642  \hite TPO Single Ply
Wood Shingles Built Up Systems

Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

“NOTHING TO IT
BUT TO DO IT”

e Painting

* Residential Roofing

¢ Siding

e Commercial Roofing

e Small Construction Projects

AB.CD. ROOFING
& CONSTRUCTION

“NOTHING TO IT BUT TO DO IT”

Adam Bowers
Owner/Operator
785-462-0438 c n
Colby, KS B

Curtis Dulany
Owner/Operator
785-269-7324

Brewster, KS
)

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

economic
stimulus:

Get discounts up to

40%

If your economy needs some

stimulation, I'll show you how to
make your car insurance dollars
work harder. Like a good
neighbor, State Farm is there?
CALL FOR A QUQTE 24/7

| State Farm

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

P090102 04/09

Gift-giving
greatness.

Generic gifts got you down? Well, wake
up your inner gifting genius! | have gift 5
ideas that are anything but blah. Gifts gifs

adore. Gifts guys gotta have. Any budget.
Any occasion. Any time. I'm here to make
your life easier! Just ask! ~-

Jasmine Stewart

Independent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/jasmine_stewart
785-462-0127 '
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