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Farm wife works to bring
college grads home to stay

Focus on the beat

TEwW

Sign up
tor bridge

Area bridge players are getting

By Ron Wilson For years, the mantra had been to continue their education or go an early “heads up” on the annual
Director, simple: If you want to be success- to work elsewhere. Marathon Bridge games spon-
Huck Boyd National Institute ful, move away and get a good job ~ Sramek gives credit to high sored by the Colby chapter of the
for Rural Development. in the city. But in Atwood, the at- school activities like an entre- American Association of Univer-
titude changed, and the message preneur fair and speakers who sity Women.
“Goodbye and good luck.” to young people became: “Go, get reinforce the message of commit- Players should find a partner,

Whenever there is a high school
graduation, that phrase seems to
be the message: Farewell and best
wishes wherever you go.

Of course, that reflects our
sentiment, because those gradu-
ates are leaving the school and
we wish them well. But have you
ever stopped to think what mes-
sage that conveys to our graduates
in a larger sense?

Is it telling them to go away and
have success elsewhere, rather
than here? That thought crossed
the mind of a young Kansas farm
wife recently as she attended a
graduation. She is working with a
program that, among other things,
encourages grads to find opportu-
nities in their own hometown, and
she’s seeing the beneficial results
to the community. It’s today’s
Kansas Profile.

We learned that Carolyn Dunn
is a Kansas farm wife and commu-
nity volunteer. One of her projects

an education, but please consider
coming back.” The results are sig-
nificant.

Carolyn describes the recent
turnaround in Atwood. Since
2000, 50 businesses in the At-
wood area have successfully tran-
sitioned to a new owner — instead
of simply closing when one busi-
nessperson decided to retire. This
includes 30 farms and 20 nonfarm
businesses, including a pharmacy,
a law practice, an accounting firm,
a chiropractor, a bowling alley and
an electrician. Several of the new
business owners have spouses
who also have decided to begin a
business.

For the first time in over 20
years, school enrollment in-
creased. A bond issue was passed
to build a new swimming pool
— thanks in large part to a group
of young moms — and it will be
financed with no increase in the
property tax levy. The high school

ment to the community, as well
as strong alumni association that
helps people stay connected to the
community.

Recent economic development
efforts in Atwood have focused
on the four areas of the Kansas
Hometown Prosperity Initiative:
Youth retention, entrepreneurship,
wealth retention, and leadership.
Mary Holle of Atwood, who par-
ticipated in the training four years
ago, says the community’s efforts
focused first on the element of
youth, and as a result there have
been positive developments that
followed in the areas of entrepre-
neurship and leadership as well.

“Goodbye and good luck.”
That seems to be the message of
our high school graduations. But
what if the message to our young
people included a clear statement
of our wish that they would find
opportunities right here in their
hometowns, and bring their edu-

KEVIN BOTTRELL/Colby Free Press
Colby High School marching band drummers Brady Rose
(standing, left), Lauren Shoaff and Michael Tubbs (seated)
concentrated hard on their music during practice Wednes-

|

pay $20 and play once a month,
from September through May.

The event helps raise money
for scholarships to young women
who have graduated from Thomas
County high schools. The club
has been sponsoring the marathon
games for 30 years, raising over
$20,000 for scholarships.

Once players get the brackets,
they do their own scheduling, and
play where they wish.

For questions or to sign up, call
Naomi Ward at (785) 462-7840 or
Sandra Harper at (785) 462-3759.

Bridge Club

Meadow Lake Bridge winners
for Monday were: first, Elaine Pta-
cek; second, Jean Snyder; third,
Sarah Jane Barrett; fourth, Barb
Ulmer; fifth, Dave Ulmer; sixth,
Margaret Denneler.

The best place to find
it, sell it, buy it, and

. . 3 nnounce it.
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Town Prosperity is based on the
successful Hometown Competi-
tiveness model of the Nebraska
Community Foundation.

Dunn is part of a community
coaching team which helping
implement the program in in three
Kansas communities, including
Atwood. Thanks to Carolyn for
her report, which provided the in-
formation for this profile.

Rotary Club

gradually assuming
roles in the community.
The change has been gradual,
but significant. Chris Sramek, for-
mer Rawlins County Economic
Development director, attributes
it to the focus on communicating
with young people. It starts when
they are in high school, but it con-
tinues by keeping in contact with
young alumni after they have left

leadership

Dunn thinks can benefit the com-
munity and state, as well as young
people and their families. We
commend jer and the citizens of
Atwood for making a difference
by making the community more
welcoming for youth. Instead of
“Goodbye and good luck,” our
new message can be, “Welcome
Home.”

Public Notice

The Colby Rotary Club met
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