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WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Federal Reserve delivered a vote
of confidence in the recovery on
Wednesday, declaring that eco-
nomic activity is “leveling out.”
The central bank also signaled
that it would end one of its pro-
grams aimed at propping up the
economy, and kept a key lending
rate at a record low.

The Fed said it would gradu-
ally slow the pace of its program
to buy $300 billion worth of Trea-
sury securities so that it will shut
down at the end of October, versus
September. It has bought $253 bil-
lion of the securities so far.

The program is aimed at lower-
ing rates on mortgages and other
consumer debt, a move to spur
Americans to spend more. But its
effectiveness has been questioned
by some on Wall Street and on
Capitol Hill who worry that the
program makes it look like the
Fed is printing money to pay for
Uncle Sam’s exploding deficits.

With the economy on the mend,
the Fed held a key banking lend-
ing rate at a record low near zero
and again pledged to keep it there
for “an extended period.”

National Weather Service
Tonight: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms
before 1 a.m. Partly cloudy, with
a low around 62. South wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Thursday: Mostly sunny and
hot, with a high near 97. South
wind between 10 and 15 mph.

Thursday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, low around 63. South
wind between 10 and 15 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 94. South wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Friday Night: A 30 percent
chance of thunderstorms. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 65.

Saturday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 1 p.m. Partly cloudy,
with a high near 91.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 62.

Monday: High, 85; Low 56

Tuesday: High, 90; Low 64

Precip: Monday 0.63 inches

Tuesday  0.00 inches
Month: 1.15inches
Year: 17.99 inches From “PARTY,” Page 1
Normal: ~ 16.41 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday ~ 6:55 a.m. 8:42 p.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

night.
As of Tuesday, 16 businesses,
organizations and churches have

Colby Water Use signed up to have a table at the
Monday 1,486,000 gal. party. Stephens said there is still
Tuesday 1,587,000 gal. time to sign up, as long as the

(Colby Public Works) Chamber is informed by Friday so

they can set up the right amount

Federal Reserve

confident in recovery

Economists predict the Fed will
leave its target range for its bank-
ing lending rate between zero and
0.25 percent through the rest of
this year. The rationale: super-low
lending will spur Americans to
spend more.

If the Fed holds its key rate
steady, that means commercial
banks’ prime lending rate, used to
peg rates on home equity loans,
certain credit cards and other con-
sumer loans, will stay around 3.25
percent, the lowest in decades.

It was the first Fed meeting since
the economy has flashed more de-
finitive signs of turning a corner.

In an upgraded assessment, the
Fed said the economic barometers
since its last meeting in late June

MANHATTAN - Kansas
State University’s Management,
Analysis and Strategic Think-
ing program, known as MAST,
is accepting applications for the
2009-2010 class.

The course aims to boost man-
agement skills and give farmers
new decision-making tools and
strategic planning strategies —
all with the goal of increasing
profits, said coordinator Alicia
Goheen. It’s based in K-State’s
Department of Agricultural Eco-
nomics.

This year’s class starts with a
two-day on-campus orientation
Nov. 16-17 — where participants
meet one another, program ad-
ministrators and faculty who
teach the online modules. They
return home to work on the mod-
ules on their own time.

“This allows MAST students
to work their way through the
material when it’s most conve-
nient for them,” Goheen said,
“whether that’s first thing in the
morning or in the evening after
other farm chores and family
events are finished.”

The modules, taught by De-
partment of Agricultural Eco-
nomics faculty, cover land,
machinery, financial analysis,
human resources, tax and policy,
risk management and market-
ing.

This year’s program will end
with a second on-campus visit
Feb. 23-24, where class mem-
bers will provide feedback and
have a graduation ceremony.

Previous participants have
come from all types of farm
operations — and from several

Party planned

to welcome students

Strategy program accepting entries

states, Goheen said.

“Once participants complete
the program, they become part
of a lifelong learning community
dedicated to achieving the best
business results in agriculture,”
she said. “The seminars are held
in January for alumni so they can
continue to network with other
alumni and K-State faulty as
well as continue learning.”

The cost of tuition in the 2009-
2010 MAST program is $1,250
per person or $1,100 per person
if two or more participate from
the same business. Information
is available at www.agmanager.
info/MAST/ or by contacting
Goheen at (785) 532-4434 or
agoheen@agecon.ksu.edu.

The Farm Credit Associations
of Kansas offer partial scholar-
ships for members.

suggest that “economic activity is
leveling out.” Conditions in finan-
cial markets also “have improved
further” in recently, the Fed said.

But dangers lurk.

Although consumer spending
has stabilized, job losses, slug-
gish income growth, hits to wealth
from tanking home values and
still hard to get credit could make
Americans cautious in the months
ahead, the Fed said.

TOPEKA (AP) — Kansas’

State Health Director Jason

with the disease.

of table space. Set up will begin at
4:30; organizations need to bring
their own tables and chairs.

Stephens said the party takes
the place of the college’s annual
Party in the Park. This is the first
time the back-to-school event has
been held in the evening or at the
college.

the next two years.

counties through lab tests.

“We’re going to see an escalation in cases in the

top health official
called on public schools Tuesday to hold mass swine
flu vaccinations this fall and set up “sick rooms” for
isolating students who appear to be sick.

warned that absenteeism during the peak of a swine
flu outbreak at a school could be twice as much as
during a normal, seasonal flu outbreak.
Eberhart-Phillips spoke to the State Board of Ed-
ucation about steps that schools could take to help
check the spread of swine flu this fall. He had a gen-
erally receptive audience, though education officials
acknowledged they re still making their plans to deal

His comments came a day after he sent a letter to
doctors, clinics and hospitals warning them that as
much as 40 percent of the population — 1.1 million
Kansans — could be infected with swine flu within

Already, he said, the Kansas Department of Health
and Environment believes there have been 10,000
cases statewide in less than four months, based on
federal estimates for infections nationwide. How-
ever, the agency has confirmed only 281 cases in 46

Eberhart-Phillips

tember.

State encour agcCs swine ﬂll precautions

coming weeks and months,” Eberhart-Phillips said..

The state has about 450,000 students in its pub-
lic schools. The department noted in its last weekly
report on the disease that 53 percent of confirmed
cases were in Kansans ages 5 through 24, and the
median age of victims was 17.

The federal Centers for Disease Control has iden-
tified children and young adults among the high-pri-
ority groups for vaccinations. Five manufacturers are
producing swine flu vaccines, and Eberhart-Phillips
said Kansas health officials hope the first 200,000
doses for the state are available by the end of Sep-

Eberhart-Phillips said mass vaccination clinics

should be located at schools, though he noted that
officials would have to obtain written consent from
students’ parents for the shots. Such an arrangement
would make it easier to ensure students receive the

shots, which will likely require two doses.

But several education officials said local districts
have been discussing the possibility of flu shot clin-
ics at schools for several years.

Eberhart-Phillips said “sick rooms” will be needed
to help separate students who appear to be ill while

educators wait for parents to pick them up. He said

the sick students should wear masks.

Need a new insurance partner?

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life
College | Retirement

".@
FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance + Investments
www.fbfs.com

David Browne Il
550 N Franklin
Colby, KS

(785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

The

Tool Box

Custom Cabinetry e Counter Tops
Design, Fabrication & Installation
Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing
Shop 462-7843 ¢ Dennis 443-3140

www.toolboxkitchen.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963. ©

VISIT (K2

Prairie Museum —‘

of Art & History / ‘/\
9-5 M-F ~N
1-5 Sat. & Sun.

Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays

o World Class Kuska Collection

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Crulses‘Tnurs Groups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

SNy
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 el CALL N OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 > e QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 Y e B3 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 ﬁ/,‘ \){A‘ WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

VACATION SPECIALS Round Trip Travel

LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel ! 4:
DISNEY WORLD Park Passes, Air & Hotel 3 BOOK SPRING
MEXICO Air & Hotel | 3
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1, 5 BREAK NOow!
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air @ $1, 7: T h
HAWAII Ar&Hotel | $740 | 3| Call e Scdules
LONDON, ENGLAND Air & Hotel | $700 | 3 All specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA EP S}j[ i Max 45! and are subject to availability

er Adult

Reflexology by Roxanne

Reflexology is the physical act of applying pressure to the feet with specific
thumb, finger, and hand techniques without the use of oil or lotion.

Now taking NEW clients!!
By Appointment Only

Gift Certificates Available

<45 Minute Treatments: $25 >
Relax and Breathe! 785-460-1929

e Kansas KIDS Corner

e Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder
of KS Architecture

e Hands on
HIGH PLAINS HISTORY

e Prairie Museum Art

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701
785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

WWW.prairiemuseum.org

What’s New At the...

Kansas Country
Store?

R/\BBIT CRFFK”

e I R O D U ¢ T

e Cinnamon Swirl, Apple and
Blueberry Streusel Muffin Mix

¢ Carrot Cake Muffin Mix with
Cream Cheese glaze

¢ Creme Brule, Fabulous Double
Chocolate, Killer Mudd™ and
Mississippi Mud Brownie Mix

¢ [talian Parmesan , Italian Herb,
Cheesey Garlic and Sun Dried
Tomato Beer Bread Mix

785-460-6080
1085 Taylor Ave., Colby

e

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

(800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

e e

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
Sk CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
Oppv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals ° Orthodontics
e Implants ¢ Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

ROOFMASTERS

Metal Roofs

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
RESIDENTIAL 1-800-536-6642 COMMEBCIAL
Tamko Shingles Rubber Single Ply
GAF Shingles 1-785-462-6642  \hite TPO Single Ply
Wood Shingles Built Up Systems

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Modified Systems

“NOTHING TO IT
BUT TO DO IT”

e Painting

* Residential Roofing

¢ Siding

e Commercial Roofing

e Small Construction Projects

AB.CD. ROOFING
& CONSTRUCTION

“NOTHING TO IT BUT TO DO IT”

Adam Bowers
Owner/Operator
785-462-0438 c n
Colby, KS B

Curtis Dulany
Owner/Operator
785-269-7324

Brewster, KS
)

Here's my
idea of
economic
stimulus:

Get discounts up to

40%

If your economy needs some
stimulation, I'll show you how to
make your car insurance dollars
work harder. Like a good
neighbor, State Farm is there?
CALL FOR A QUQTE 24/7

| State Farm

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

P090102 04/09

your life easier! Just ask!

Gift-giving
greatness.

Generic gifts got you down? Well, wake
up your inner gifting genius! | have gift ;
ideas that are anything but blah. Gifts gifs

adore. Gifts guys gotta have. Any budget.
Any occasion. Any time. I'm here to make

Jasmine Stewart
Independent Beauty Consultant

785-462-0127

www.marykay.com/jasmine_stewart
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