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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: A 20 percent chance 

of showers and thunderstorms 
before 1 a.m. Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 67. Southeast wind 
between 10 and 15 mph.

Thursday: Mostly sunny and 
hot, with a high near 100. South 
wind between 10 and 15 mph.

Thursday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms before 1 a.m. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 68. 
South wind around 10 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny and hot, 
with a high near 104. South wind 
between 10 and 15 mph.

Friday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms before 1 a.m. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 69.

Saturday: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 1 p.m. Mostly sunny 
and hot, with a high near 100.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 63.

Monday: High, 101; Low 58
Tuesday: High, 89; Low 63
Precip: Monday 0.00 inches
 Tuesday 0.00 inches
 Month: 0.00 inches
 Year:   16.84 inches
 Normal:  16.41 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Colby Water Use 
Monday 2,932,000 gal.
Tuesday 2,793,000 gal.

(Colby Public Works)

Business Directory
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

WORLDWIDE  . Vacation Packages . Cruises    Tours . Groups . Flights . Hotels . Trains . Cars 

From # Nights

Max 45

 
4
3
3
5
7
3
3

LAS VEGAS 
DISNEY WORLD
MEXICO
CARIBBEAN CRUISE
ALASKAN CRUISE
HAWAII  
LONDON, ENGLAND 
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 

$250
$505
$450

$1,050
$1,500

$740
$700
$359

Air & Hotel, Park Passes

Air & Hotel
Cruise & Air
Cruise & Air
Air & Hotel
Air & Hotel

Air & Hotel

Per Adult

V A C A T I O N  S P E C I A L S B R A N S O N  

C H R I S T M A S  T O U R

December 7-12
Call for brochure

All specials may be for specific dates 
and are subject  to  availability 

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701
Phone: 785.462.6999
Fax: 785-460-0852 

Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET 
QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!

WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

BOOK SPRING 
BREAK NOW!

Call for Bus Tours Schedules.

Air & Hotel
Park Passes, Air & Hotel

Round Trip Travel

$800

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

• Root Canals • Orthodontics
• Implants • Wisdom Tooth Surgery

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most 
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL 
CARE

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofi ng Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modifi ed Systems

Give it a 
try!  See 
what the 
business 
directory 

can do 
for you!

Licensed and Insured

Adam Bowers
Owner/Operator
785-462-0438

Colby, KS

Curtis Dulany
Owner/Operator
785-269-7324
Brewster, KS

• Painting
• Residential Roofing
• Siding
• Commercial Roofing
• Small Construction Projects

“NothiNg to it 
But to Do it”

Reflexology is the physical act of applying pressure to the feet with specific 
thumb, finger, and hand techniques without the use of oil or lotion.

45 Minute Treatments: $25

Relax and Breathe!  785-460-1929

Reflexology by Roxanne

Now taking NEW clients!! 
By Appointment Only

Gift Certificates Available
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(800) 611-6735

Commercial • Residential • Free Estimates

Get discounts up to

If your economy needs some 
stimulation, I’ll show you how to 
make your car insurance dollars 
work harder. Like a good 
neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Here’s my 
idea of 
economic 
stimulus:

P090102 04/09
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

40%
Jane W Johnson, Agent

905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com
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Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Custom Cabinetry • Counter Tops
Design, Fabrication & Installation

Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing
Shop 462-7843 • Dennis 443-3140

www.toolboxkitchen.com

VISIT
Prairie Museum
of Art & History
9-5 M-F
1-5 Sat. & Sun.
Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays
• World Class Kuska Collection
• Kansas KIDS Corner
• Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder 
   of KS Architecture
• Hands on 
   HIGH PLAINS HISTORY  
• Prairie Museum Art

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

Membership
Individual - $20
Family (at same address) - $30
Lifetime - $1,000

BENEFITS
• Four Prairie Winds News
   letters
• Free Admission to the 
   Museum
• 10% gift shop discount 
   except books
• Yearly historic calendar

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

www.prairiemuseum.org

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

Membership
Individual - $20
Family (at same address) - $30
Lifetime - $1,000

BENEFITS
• Four Prairie Winds News
   letters
• Free Admission to the 
   Museum
• 10% gift shop discount 
   except books
• Yearly historic calendar

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

www.prairiemuseum.org

money, Harrison said, but all of that is now gone 
from the state budget and schools, including Colby, 
are having to cope.

The school board, on the recommendation of Har-
rison and the staff, has been cutting the budget all 
year to make up for the shortfall. The district has cut 
back by seven teachers and other licensed staff and 
11 other employees, out of a total payroll of 194.

Student fees have been increased, several electives 
have been reduced to half-time classes and there will 
be no salary increases for the district staff. The dis-
trict will no longer pay for overnight sports or activ-
ity trips except for state competitions.

“We worked hard to not cut things that would hurt 
students academically,” Harrison said.

Parents asked about teams traveling overnight to 
out-of-town events. Harrison said the district will 
still provide a bus and driver to and from the event, 
but the teams will have to raise the money to pay for 
hotels and meals. Many teams are already holding 
fund raisers, she said, while some are cutting back 
on travel. 

One of the difficulties in taking these state budget 
cuts, Harrison said, is that the district does not oper-
ate a capital outlay fund, which most districts finance 
with a separate tax levy. Capital projects have been 
paid for out of the school’s general operating bud-
get. 

With less money coming in, she said, the district 

may be hard-pressed to pay for things like scheduled 
building maintenance or replacing busses. The board 
has discussed instituting a capital outlay levy, but 
has not taken any action.

The district will have one less mill on this year’s 
taxes. However, property valuations increased this 
year, DeYoung said, so even though there will be 
one mill less, homeowners may pay about the same 
amount to the district as last year.

More cuts are expected, Harrison said. For one 
thing, the state used federal stimulus money – $194.4 
million statewide – to prop up the budget this year, 
but that program will expire in 2012. According to 
projections, she said, the state will still have to cut 
$568 million from the budget or raise more revenue 
to break even in the coming years.

“The outlook is not good,” Harrison said.
The district may have to look at further cuts if the 

state hands down more reductions. When asked if the 
district had considered moving to a four-day school 
week, Harrison said it had been talked about, but in 
the end would not save much money. It could be-
come a hardship for the staff, who would have their 
hours cut.

“We still have other areas we could cut.” Harrison 
said. “I’m confident that we can make additional cuts 
and still operate the way want to operate.”

Board Vice President Tracy Rogers said the dis-
trict also has a larger contingency fund than many, 
and that money can be used if there are more state 
cuts.

From “SCHOOL,” Page 1

Colby school administration
discusses cuts with the public

TOPEKA (AP) — Kansas 
and Colorado said Tuesday that 
they’ve ended a long-running 
lawsuit over the Arkansas Riv-
er, putting aside nearly a quarter 
century of litigation.

The two states filed an agree-
ment with the U.S. Supreme 
Court to resolve the final tech-
nical issues about monitoring 
Colorado’s use of water from 
the river. The agreement is de-
signed to prevent the river’s 
depletion as it flows into south-
west Kansas.

Disputes over the river date 
back more than a century, and 
Kansas sued in 1985, claiming 
Colorado was improperly di-
verting millions of gallons of 
water. The Supreme Court ruled 
a decade later that groundwater 
pumping took water rightfully 
belonging to Kansas, and Colo-
rado paid its neighbor more than 
$34 million in damages.

The lawsuit continued be-
cause of other issues, including 
the monitoring of water use, 
and in March, the court issued 
a decree spelling out how future 
disputes would be resolved. The 
agreement filed Tuesday was 
the last step toward closing the 
case.

“We’re pleased to put this 
long-standing water dispute be-
hind us,” said Colorado Attor-
ney General John Suthers.

Kansas Attorney General 
Steve Six said the agreement 
should help the states avoid 
future lawsuits and save both 
states money. David Barfield, 
Kansas’ chief water engineer, 
said the two are working bet-
ter together than in the past 
but acknowledged continued 
monitoring of Colorado’s water 

use — and development in that 
state — make future conflict 
possible.

“It is the end of the litigation 
that was initiated in 1985,” he 
said. “It doesn’t mean that we’ll 
never have to go back to court 
again.”

The states’ first lawsuit before 
the Supreme Court was in 1902. 
Another, in 1943, led to a com-
pact in the late 1940s to govern 
water use from the Arkansas.

In the 1985 suit, Kansas al-
leged Colorado had violated 
the compact by allowing 2,000 
high-capacity wells near the 
river. In parts of western Kan-
sas, the riverbed filled only dur-
ing heavy rains. Residents were 
used to seeing it dry.

Arthur Littleworth, a special 
master appointed by the high 
court to review the evidence, 
noted that under the compact, 
development in Colorado isn’t 
supposed to deplete the river’s 
flow. He said a computer model 
will determine how much water 
Kansas is due.

The last outstanding issues 
between the states involved 
rules imposed by Colorado for 
its residents to make up for 
depletion from groundwater 
pumping. Barfield said nego-
tiations led to “tweaks,” making 
the rules acceptable to Kansas.

He pointed out that the Su-
preme Court’s decree in March 
specified that when the states 
have a dispute and can’t resolve 
it with negotiations, arbitration 
is required before they can head 
back to the high court. Lawsuits 
between the states are among 
the few that can originate with 
the Supreme Court.

Kansas, Colorado
drop river dispute

Whooping cough cases on the rise
A spike in pertussis cases has 

been reported in Pottawatomie and 
Wabaunsee counties, according to 
the Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment. Since June, 20 
cases of the disease – which is also 
known as whooping cough – have 
been reported in the two counties, 
including one case in a child that 
resulted in hospitalization.

The age range of the cases was 
from 1 month to 49 years.

Pertussis, a bacterial disease, is 
easily transmitted from person to 
person through talking, sneezing 
or coughing. It can be serious, es-

pecially for infants. 
During the first one to two 

weeks, people with whooping 
cough may only experience a 
runny nose and nonproductive 
cough, similar to a cold. Children 
may have more serious coughing 
fits, often followed by a whoop-
ing sound as they try to catch their 
breath. Coughing spells may con-
tinue for weeks or months.

Although often thought of as 
a childhood disease, whooping 
cough can occur at any age. 

“Anyone with an unexplained 
acute cough illness or who has 

had close contact to a person with 
whooping cough should contact 
their health care provider,” said 
Dr. Jason Eberhart-Phillips, state 
health officer.

The single most effective con-
trol measure for pertussis is im-
munization, which is recommend-
ed at two, four, six and 12 months 
of age with a booster dose at kin-
dergarten entry. A booster is rec-
ommended for everyone 11 years 
through 64 with the tetanus shot.

Of the 20 cases reported in the 
two counties, at least eight had not 
completed the full vaccine series.
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