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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Dear Heloise: My mother sent me your article 
on how to GROW AN AVOCADO TREE years 
ago. I started an avocado seed in a plastic sand-
wich bag with a small amount of water and placed 
it in a sunny window. The seed started out slowly. 
The treasured sprout went from a small pot to a 
larger pot as it continued to grow. Five years ago, 
my family moved to the San Antonio area.

It was at that time we decided that since we 
were planting our family roots in San Antonio, 
we would plant the avocado tree in our new back-
yard, a tree that had resided only in temporary 
accommodations, from one pot to another. Last 
year, we had our first avocado from the now-25
-foot-tall tree. Everyone asks me what kind of 
avocado seed I used. I honestly don’t know. 

Thank you for sharing your information about 
growing avocados. We have enjoyed watching the 
tree grow, and were delighted when we saw the 
first avocado appear on the tree. I hope you enjoy 
the photo of my husband, Val, holding the fruits 
of our labor. – Shayne Cox, Converse, Texas

Shayne, thanks so much for the photos. If you 
would like to see the fruits of this family’s labor, 
visit my Web site, www.Heloise.com, and look 
under special columns! 

I also grew an avocado tree (about 15 feet tall) 
from a seed, but mine was inside, in a sunny spot 
in our foyer. Sadly, it died after about 15 years. 
– Heloise

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: When traveling by car, I keep 

my medicines and makeup in an ice cooler. It’s 
handy and keeps items insulated from the heat as 
well as the cold. It keeps both meds and makeup 
handy and easy to get to. I also always carry a wet 
washcloth in a plastic sandwich bag, as well as 
a hand towel. – Marilyn Toland, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa.

LOST AND FOUND
Dear Heloise: I have a very tall dresser, and 

sometimes things fall behind it. So, I keep an old 
pair of stockings with my vacuum cleaner. When-
ever I need to get to something behind the dresser, 
I put a stocking over the vacuum tube and secure 
it with a rubber band (and hold on tight!), then I 
lower the hose down behind the dresser and turn 
on the vacuum. The item sticks to the vacuum 
without going in the tube. – Elizabeth in Virginia

EASY FIND
Dear Heloise: Having moved more than once 

and having tried many systems for labeling box-
es, this is the one that works best for me. I marked 
each box on the top and all four sides with num-
bers. In a small notebook, I wrote the number for 
each box and listed the contents for that number. I 
listed them as they were packed so that the items 
on the top of my list were actually on the bottom 
of the box. This made it really easy to know what 
was in each box. – Settled in Pennsylvania
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Bidding Quiz
1. Impossible. In standard bidding methods, 

any jump-bid by a responder is forcing to game 
(unless responder passed at his first opportunity 
to bid). South is therefore required to bid again 
in the given sequence. North’s two-notrump bid 
shows 13 to 15 points, though he may occasion-
ally have only 12 points. The same general prin-
ciple would apply if North’s last bid were three 
clubs, three hearts or three spades instead of two 
notrump. These would also be forcing bids that 
South could not pass.

Of course, a partnership could easily agree 
– as many nowadays have -- that jump-bids by 
responder on the second round are invitational 
rather than forcing, indicating a hand that is not 
quite good enough to force to game. In that case, 
passing two notrump in the given sequence would 
become permissible, but this is entirely a matter 
for partnership discussion.

2. Impossible. The initial two-diamond re-
sponse by North shows at least 17 points and 
is 100 percent forcing to game. Consequently, 
South is not permitted to pass four diamonds. 
North is presumably biding his time, waiting to 
hear South’s reaction to four diamonds before 
making a final decision on just how far to go.

3. Impossible. The two-notrump response 
showed 13 to 15 points and committed the part-
nership to game. South must therefore bid again 
over three diamonds.

4. Possible. The generally accepted meaning 
of the five-spade bid is that South has a slam-
going hand that depends entirely on not los-
ing the first two tricks in the suit the opponents 
have bid. Thus, South may have a hand such as 

North should pass with two immediate heart 
losers; bid six spades with second-round control 
of hearts (K-x or a singleton); and cuebid six 
hearts (or bid a grand slam) with first-round con-
trol (the ace or a void) in hearts.
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