
clined to 29 from May’s 29.3.
“Over the past 12 months, ru-

ral areas of the region have lost 
more than 4.7 percent of their jobs 
while urban areas in the region 
have seen more than 3.1 percent 
of their jobs disappear over the 
past year,” Goss said.

The June retail sales index de-
creased to 33.7 from May’s 34.9. 
The rural home sales index also 
declined, to 45.9 from May’s 
48.7.

However, the bankers reported 
healthy numbers for their business. 

The loan-volume index climbed to 
56.1 in June from May’s 46.7.

“We certainly have plenty of 
dollars to lend to qualified buyers 
who are seeking financing,” Mc-
Quillan said.

The indexes for checking de-
posits and certificates of deposits 
both fell but remained above 50. 
The checking index registered 
54.2 in June, down from May’s 
68. The savings index dipped to 
54.1 from 59.3.

Almost 200 communities are 
represented in the survey, with the 
average population about 1,300.
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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Clear, with a low 

around 65. South wind around 
10 mph.

Tuesday: Sunny and hot, with 
a high near 98. South wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 67. South wind 
between 10 and 15 mph.

Wednesday: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 1pm. Partly cloudy, 
with a high near 95. South wind 
between 10 and 15 mph.

Wednesday Night: A 20 per-
cent chance of showers and 
thunderstorms before 1am. Part-
ly cloudy, with a low around 66.

Thursday: Mostly sunny and 
hot, with a high near 98.

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 68.

Friday: Sunny and hot, with a 
high near 98.

Friday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 65.

Saturday: Partly cloudy, with 
a high near 94.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 63.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 94. 

Friday: High, 84; Low 61
Saturday: High, 70; Low 62
Sunday: High, 90; Low 60
Precip: Friday 0.00 inches
 Saturday 0.24 inches
 Sunday 0.00 inches
 Month: 3.40 inches
 Year:   13.55 inches
 Normal:  9.94 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise Tuesday  6:18 a.m.
Sunset Tuesday  9:15 p.m.
Sunrise Wednesday 6:18 a.m.
Sunset Wednesday 9:15 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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Drag me to hell

tuesday, June 23rd @ 2:00 p.m.

Sponsored by:  Farm & Ranch Realty,
American Legion Post #363

NoW ShoWINg

Free Summer 
matinee

Friday & Saturday  7:00 & 9:00
Sunday -Tuesday 7:00

Starring - Shia LaBeouf

Colby Cinema

June 19th - June 25th

PG-13  1 Hour, 39 Minutes

traNSformerS: re-
veNge of the falleN

PG  1 Hour 25 Minutes

Colby Cinema
1935 S. Range • 785-460-9600

www.colbycinema.com

laND of the loSt

Friday & Saturday  7:00 & 9:00
Sunday -Thursday 7:00

PG-13  1 Hour, 40 Minutes
Starring - Will Farrell

PG-13  2 Hours, 27 Minutes
Wednesday & Thursday  7:00 

Stuart lIttle

SPRING INTO
 SUMMER SALE

25% Off Store Wide

185 W. 4th St.
785-462-7136

Plan on stopping in sometime between 
June 20 through the 25th as we celebrate 
the beginning of summer with a STORE-
WIDE SALE.  Everything in stock will be 
25% off.  You might even find some ‘HOT’ 
deals.  Hope you can stop in and see us!

June 20-25

Tuesday Evening June 23, 2009
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC The Superstars Better Of Primetime Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS NCIS The Mentalist 48 Hours Mystery Local Late Show-Letterman Late Late

KSNK/NBC Celebrity America's Got Talent Local Tonight Show Late Nigh

KSAS/FOX House Mental Local

Cable Channels
A & E The First 48 The First 48 The Cleaner The Cleaner

AMC Exorcist: Begin Exorcist: Begin

ANIM Untamed and Uncut More Headline I Shouldn't Be Alive Untamed and Uncut More Headline

BRAVO New Jersey New Jersey Reunion NYC Prep New Jersey Reunion NYC Prep

CMT Extreme-Home Can You Duet Stand by Me

CNN Campbell Brown Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY Daily Colbert S. Park S. Park S. Park S. Park Daily Colbert S. Park S. Park

DISC Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch After the Catch Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch

DISN Dadnapped Wizards Wizards Montana The Suite So Raven Life With Cory

E! Bring It On: All Kendra Kendra Chelsea E! News Chelsea Bring It

ESPN College Baseball Baseball Tonight SportsCenter Baseball NFL Live

ESPN2 WNBA Basketball SportsCenter College Basketball NASCAR Poker

FAM Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos America's Funniest The 700 Club Make It or Break It

FOOD Cakes Cakes The Best The Best Chopped Good Eats Unwrapped The Best The Best

FX Devil-Prada Rescue Me Rescue Me '70s Show '70s Show

HGTV My First My First House Buck House Stagers Income My First My First My First

HIST The Next Nostradamus Life After People Mega Disasters The Next Nostradamus

LIFE Reba Reba Prayers for Bobby Will Will Frasier Frasier

MTV Run Run 16 and Pregnant Paris Hilton Paris Hilton DJ Fro Going Out

NICK School SpongeBobHome Imp. Home Imp. Lopez Lopez The Nanny The Nanny Fam. Mat. Fam. Mat.

SCI Ghost Hunters Ghost Hunters ECW Judge Dredd

SPIKE CSI: Crime Scn The Ultimate Fighter CSI: NY

TBS Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Office Office Seinfeld Seinfeld Sex and t Sex and t

TCM Shop Around Corner Ninotchka The Merry Widow

TLC Jon Kate Jon Kate 18 Kids 18 Kids Little Little Jon Kate Jon Kate 18 Kids 18 Kids

TNT Wedding Day HawthoRNe Saving Grace HawthoRNe Saving Grace

TOON Spy Kids 3-D King-Hill King-Hill Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen

TRAV Bizarre Foods Bizarre Foods Bite Me-Mike Bite Me-Mike Bizarre Foods

TV LAND Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne

USA National Treasure House In Plain Sight

VH1 Daisy of Love Daisy of Love Daisy of Love Work Gotti Way Tupac: Resurrection

WGN MLB Baseball WGN News at Nine Scrubs Scrubs The Bob & Tom Show

Premium Channels
HBO X-Files: Believe REAL Sports Morgan True Blood Jumper

MAX Hellboy-Army Transformers Coed

SHOW 3:10 to Yuma Weeds Nurse Weeds Nurse Gods and Monsters
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Wednesday Evening June 24, 2009
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Wipeout Japanese Game Show Questions-Pres Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS Christine Gary Criminal Minds CSI: NY Local Late Show-Letterman Late Late

KSNK/NBC Celebrity America's Got Talent The Philanthropist Local Tonight Show Late Nigh

KSAS/FOX You Can Dance Local

Cable Channels
A & E Dog Dog Bounty Hunter Tattoo Tattoo Tattoo Tattoo Dog Dog

AMC Catwoman Terminator 3 Clear

ANIM Wild Kingdom Animal Nightmares Ratzilla Animal Nightmares Ratzilla

BRAVO Top Chef Masters Top Chef Masters Top Chef Masters Top Chef Masters Top Chef Masters

CMT Extreme-Home National Lamp. National Lamp.

CNN Campbell Brown Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY Daily Colbert Futurama S. Park S. Park RENO 911! Daily Colbert S. Park RENO 911!

DISC Time Warp MythBusters Pitchmen Time Warp MythBusters

DISN Hatching Pete As the Be Sonny Montana The Suite So Raven Life With Cory

E! Advent.-Babysit True Hollywood Story Chelsea E! News Chelsea Cyrus

ESPN College Baseball Draft Preview SportsCenter Baseball NFL Live

ESPN2 MLB Baseball Baseball Tonight Soccer

FAM My Fake Fiancé Funniest Home Videos The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Chopped Flay Flay Dinner: Impossible Good Eats Unwrapped Flay Flay

FX Flicka Flicka '70s Show '70s Show

HGTV Property Property House Income House Renovatn Amazing My First Property Property

HIST MonsterQuest MonsterQuest Ice Road Truckers Tougher in Alaska MonsterQuest

LIFE Reba Reba Music for My Mother Will Will Frasier Frasier

MTV True Life True Life The Real World The Real World DJ Fro Going Out

NICK School Jackson Home Imp. Home Imp. Lopez Lopez The Nanny The Nanny Fam. Mat. Fam. Mat.

SCI Ghost Hunters Ghost Hunters Ghost Hunters Ghost Hunters Scariest Places

SPIKE CSI: Crime Scn UFC Fight Night 4th and Long CSI: NY

TBS Payne Payne Payne Payne Browns Browns Wedding Day Sex and t Sex and t

TCM Stanley Kubrck Dr. Strangelove Lolita

TLC Obese and Pregnant Mystery Diagnosis Frst Home Frst Home Obese and Pregnant Mystery Diagnosis

TNT Bones Bones Leverage Law & Order Law & Order

TOON Otherside Survive Star Wars Destroy King-Hill King-Hill Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen

TRAV Extreme Vegas Hamburger Paradise Man/Food Man/Food Uniq McDonald Extreme Vegas

TV LAND Cosby Cosby Cosby Cosby She's Got the Look Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne

USA NCIS NCIS NCIS Bad Boys II

VH1 The Temptations What's Love

WGN Coach Coach Becker Becker WGN News at Nine Scrubs Scrubs The Bob & Tom Show

Premium Channels
HBO Welcome Home RoscoeJoe Buck Live True Blood Real Time The Doors

MAX Street Ki Aliens vs. Predator: Requiem Babylon A.D. 10,000 B.C.

SHOW Sleepy Hollow Nurse Weeds Feast of Love
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LOCAL TV LISTINGS
sponsored by the

abuse. She said their goal is to reach every Thomas 
County student in public and private schools seven 
times during the year with substance-abuse preven-
tion education.

“Research shows that the brain isn’t fully devel-
oped until the age of 24, and kids are finally learning 
that alcohol and drug use destroys brain cell devel-
opment,” she said.

The coalition conducts a survey every year in 
Thomas County schools, she said. The survey found 
an increase in the number of students who said they 
have not used alcohol or marijuana in the past 30 
days.

“The (survey) … went from 61.3 percent who 
didn’t use, in 2003, to 81.2 percent who didn’t use in 
2008,” Evans said. “Binge drinking went from 78.6 
percent who didn’t binge drink to 92.7 percent. And 
in nonuse of marijuana, the figures went from 89.6 
percent who did not use it in 2003, to 96.2 percent 
in 2008.”

A statewide survey shows the Thomas County Co-
alition as having greater than 80 percent success, she 
added.

“Over the past five years, the hard work of the co-
alition has paid off,” Evans said, “and we have seen 
increases in the numbers of students who do not en-
gage in those kinds of risky behaviors.”

Midwest banks say
economy mending
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When was the last time you 
walked through your workplace 
with an eye on safety? 

Are boxes precariously stacked? 
Are cleaners and chemical sup-
plies sitting in random corners? 
Are cords across pathways that 
could be a tripping hazard? 

Do your employees have pro-
tective gear for noise and flying 
debris or chemicals? Are they 
trained on how and when to use 
it?

The good news is that the Kan-
sas Department of Labor’s Health 
and Safety Division offers free 
safety walkthroughs for Kansas 
businesses. Ken Bieker, a Hays 
native, visits western Kansas 
regularly to help companies catch 
hazards before they become acci-
dents. And the best part of having 

the walkthrough is that the federal 
Occupational Health and Safety 
Administration is excluded from 
inspecting your facility if you are 
working with these state safety 
consultants.

Several safety areas are reviewed 
in these free walkthroughs.

The most common safety proce-
dure for a business is evacuating 
people from a building in case of 
a fire or to a shelter in case of a 
tornado. Proper exits, fire extin-
guishers and employee training on 
safely relocating to an approved 

area or leaving the building should 
be part of your emergency action 
plan.

Staying on top of your com-
pany’s electrical components is 
another important area to review. 
Electrocution, electrical shock, 
burns and falls are all potential 
hazards in your business.

Walking and working surfaces 
can produce slipping, tripping or 
falling hazards.  Protecting path-
ways is crucial to employee safety 
in the workplace.

Good communication with your 
employees regarding hazardous 
chemicals in your workplace is 
important to keep everyone in-
formed and safe. Handling flam-
mable chemicals also requires 
special protection and safe storage 
methods. Make sure your employ-

ees are well versed on procedures 
if they handle these flammable or 
combustible liquids.

Another area to consider is safe 
operation of equipment and the 
maintenance tools and techniques 
that keep it working. Machine 
guards should be in place. Training 
needs to be provided on safely ser-
vicing and maintaining the equip-
ment to avoid unexpected startup 
or hazardous release of stored en-
ergy that could cause injury.

Personal protective equipment 
should be on hand for employ-
ees performing duties that could 
be hazardous. Eye protection, ear 
plugs, gloves, boots and shields 
are just a few examples of items 
you should have on hand if these 
hazards apply to the work you do.

Finally, make a health and safe-

ty program part of your company’s 
policy and philosophy. Good re-
cord keeping and reporting is part 
of an employer’s responsibility in 
providing a safe workplace. And 
while you’re at it, consider a well-
ness component that will work to-
gether with the safety program by 
keeping employees more nimble 
and responsive by encouraging 
exercise.

For information or to schedule 
a free safety and health consulta-
tion, contact the Kansas Depart-
ment of Labor (785) 296-4386 
or go to  www.dol.ks.gov/safety/
html/workplacesafety.html.

Susan Nickerson is west regional 
director for KansasWorks, workforce 
development based in Hays.

 Susan
 Nickerson

•Smarter
     Workplace

Labor Department inspections can prevent injuries

Attorney General Steve Six 
warns Kansans of a new scam 
involving phony solicitations for 
employment as “secret shoppers,” 
“mystery shoppers” or other types 
of investigative shoppers. 

The advertisements often claim 
to provide additional income for 
people seeking part-time employ-
ment. 

Some Kansas consumers have 
responded to employment adver-
tisements, others have received 
mailings stating they have been 
selected to participate in a paid 
Consumer Research Program in 
their area and still more have been 
contacted by e-mail after posting 
their resumes online. 

When a consumer responds 
to the offer, they often receive a 
“cashier’s check” ranging from 
$2,500 to $4,000. The job assign-
ment is to cash the check, pose as 
a customer and wire the money, 
often to a foreign address. Be-
cause the check is fake, it bounces 
after the consumer has wired the 
money, leaving the consumer li-
able for the fake check. 

The Kansas Attorney General’s 
Office reminds consumers to be 
skeptical of any offer requesting 
them to wire money to a third 
party. The documents, includ-
ing the cashier’s checks, used by 
scam artist can look legitimate. 
Consumers should thoroughly re-

search all offers they receive prior 
to wiring money. 

If you believe you are the vic-
tim of a scam, contact the attorney 
general’s Consumer Protection 
Division at (800) 432-2310. 

For tips on how avoid being 
scammed, visit: www.ksag.org.

Coalition asks for liquor tax money

State warns of phony shopper scams

Group designates Sunday for gun safety awareness
While thoughts of summer often lead to 

playing in the pool or riding a bike, unin-
tentional firearm injuries to children occur 
most frequently during the summer and 
during the holiday season, November to 
December. 

Sunday was National ASK Day, run by 
the Asking Saves Kids campaign. Safe 
Kids Kansas joins this and other gun-safety 
advocates in urging parents to ask whether 
there are firearms in the homes where their 

children play. 
Roughly two out of five U.S. households 

with children have a gun, and many of those 
guns are left unlocked or loaded. Each year, 
about 68 children 14 and under are killed 
by an unintentional gun shoot. More than 
880 go to the emergency room with inju-
ries. In 2006, there were more than 8,400 
injuries to children involving BB guns and 
pellet guns. 

“More than half of the parents surveyed 

who own guns,and have children ages 4 
to 12, said they keep a loaded or unlocked 
gun in the home,” says Cherie Sage, state 
director for Safe Kids Kansas. “Kids should 
never have access to guns, period. It’s too 
unpredictable and dangerous.” 

According to a 2006 survey by the ASK 
campaign, 97 percent of parents who owned 
a gun said they would not feel uncomfort-
able if asked about the presence of a gun in 
their home by another parent. 

“Parents should talk to the adults in any 
homes where their children visit,” Sage 
said. “Make it a priority to ask whether 
there’s a gun in the home, and whether it is 
locked up where children can’t get to it.”

“Teach kids not to touch a gun and to tell 
an adult if they find one. Most kids cannot 
tell the difference between a real handgun 
and a realistic-looking toy.” 

For information, call (785) 296-1223 or 
go to www.usa.safekids.org. 
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