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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott Family Circus e Bil Keane
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Dear Dr. Brothers: Everyone in my entire

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker family has had children at a young age, so I am a Daddy Showlrg me how
young grandfather, and my college-age grandson

and I are very close. I recently went to visit him "‘”O use Ny s;éq‘('veboaro(

for a weekend at his fraternity. I thought we were @ﬂga oo
all just having fun, and I was reliving my college P KFS AN

days at a party, but later he told me that he thought . il
I was really inappropriate and that he didn’t want While Daddy takes this week Off’

me to visit again. How can I apologize, when I B“Iy continues his look at the fam“y
don’t think I did anything wrong? — B.R.

Dear B.R.: It can be really hard to bridge gen- Conceptis sud.0k:u e Dave Green

erations in this day and age, when many children

people keep telling me he’s just going through
a rebellious phase, I'm worried. Are these signs
just a coincidence? How can I be sure? — J.J.
Dear J.J.: It is better to be safe than sorry when )
it comes to your children and illegal drugs. Ste- EXJHEIM SZGGNG XZJX'N
roid use is on the rise in teenagers hoping to get a
competitive edge in athletics. It’s true that mood
swings, irritability and aggression are signs of CGSTKEMY GMT Q KTWNHA
steroid use, but you also should look for changes
like increased energy or sexual activity, forget-
fulness, confusion and depression. Other physi- OTOWHI Q I X CEY AISZX @
cal signs besides bulking up, include acne and,
particularly, greasy skin, hair loss, jaundice and

increased breast size. QJSGN QGYJXXJ QESTXXJ
As a parent, you _should understand the pres- Yesterday’s Cl’yptﬂ(]llipi IF YOU CREATE A
sure that your son is under. Before you accuse MINIATURE REPOSITORY FOR DISCARDING

your son of anything, you should talk to him

about healthy competition'and healthy habits'.. TRASH, WHAT WILL YOU CALL IT? A DUMPLING.
(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate Today’s Cryptoqmp Clue: X equals T

don’t ever even meet their grandparents, and 2 6 4
/ when they do it is often in a nursing home once a
/6—)8 (92009 by KingFetures Syt . Word s rosened year. It is great that you and your grandson have 7 1 g
gotten to know each other so well. Undoubtedly, s
Blondie ® Chic Young your grandson has learned a lot from you. You 293 g
( BLONDE, 1S MR. DITHERS! DAGWOOD SAID [T CAUGHT ME AND APPARENTLY HIS should.now o him the beneit O'f the doudt y nd ?
DAGWOOD G ~|.|vou were out ) \ By sUrerisE, DIb TOO! st IES ot e Oi.your behavior. Yog mlﬁht S 2 6|
QHTEQE? t;;] : BUT My WORK 3 ave thought everything was going just ne, ut 2 :
Eal ENDED SOONER : your grandson probably has a better feeling for 5 1 Z
7. ‘ 5 B NN how his friends were reacting to the situation. =
’</ 22? § 0 That being said, it would be a shame to lose the 4 7 5 a
/ ¢ close friendship that you have with your grand- 7 6 4 ié
¢ son over this one argument. You should talk to &
3 him and apologize. If you still don’t think you 2 3 5
did anything wrong, ask him to explain what he 8
g ; thought was inappropriate, or what made others ) 5 6 2
f; g feel uncomfortable. You can ask him to listen to T o R Ak — ©
- 3 your side of the story, and he should respect you < FYE
° : enough to at least hear you out. There is no rea- ;¢ is a logic-based num- [9]4]5]6]1]7[8]2[3
) son thgt you can’t keep visiting — it might be hard ber placement puzzle. 1/7/3|2/5 8|9/6|4]|:
® Chris Browne to visit on hl.S tetrmﬁz bl}llt you hdave totreahzettg?t The goal is to enter a num- g 2 g ? 471 2 Z ; g
- you are coming to his home and must respect the 0 ; ; ; ,
I HATE 3 /31/7‘ DINNER WOLLP BE READY way he wants to be treated in it. As long as you 22’;;{ 2);7 i%iﬁf;él;’ilz};g 457189 6|23/1f
To GIVE | SOONER IF You UsED TWO can do that, you can easily salvage your relation- ionmu,stcontainonl one 69113 25|47 8¢
You :| HANDS TO STIR THAT POT/ |~ ship and stay as close as you are now. 8 h ) / 3/8/914/6/2]1|5]7(
APVICE, [ S— Dear Dr. Brothers: I think my son might be oy <¢ %/ cachnumeral. ~\76/215 8 1]3/4/9f
HELGA... 2 PIREES ; . 16rs: y son mig The solution to the last |51 4|7 3 9|68 2|
= z using steroids. He’s always been athletic and tall, ¢, 70ku puzzle is at right. oy Lovel X%
P 4 but recently he’s really bulked up. He started get-
g 7 ting moody, and then he was kicked off his high-
‘g school basketball team for fighting with a team- 3
};; mate. This is totally out of character, and while cryptoqulp
8

Mother Goose and Grimm °® Mike Peters

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
y g Howr Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

T BROUGHT YOU A STUDY SNACK... ) CHOCOLATE BUNNY Bridge e Steve Becker
- EARS 2! HOW DID 1 Mape i ACROSS 39 Mess 57 Squid 21 Praise in
2 ™7 YOU FIND THESE?2! South dealer. .
yZ ‘ ﬂ}‘ M\ 7' THEM Both sides vulnerable. 1 Elevator up squirt verse
7 # A N FOR YOU. NORTH man 40 Type 58 Authentic 24 Ump
—— I B \ RN 5 Play- measures 25 Call —
W d YATG6 y
// \\\\\\\\ \ Q107 ground 42 Prophet DOWN day
/ﬂ/ s \‘\: wesr 82 EAST game whose 1 News- 26 “Nip/
- \\\\\\ \ :(7)3 98 : 1003 8 Uncertain donkey paper Tuck”
: \\\\\\\§ vii. yQloss 12 Rid of scolded page offering
\ A AW #AKTS _ #Q10963 rind him 2 Cab 28 Commo-
- o 0UIH, 13 Insepa- 45 Awk- 3 Camera tion
= YK854 rable wardly part 29 One-
=18 a 14 Exposed stiff 4 Ignite sided
The bidding: 15 Egress 49 Cow- 5 Bidirec- contest
. 15‘;“"' Test gt Bast 16 Atmo- headed tional 30 Fa-la
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts sa - sphere goddess 6 Blackbird connector
p AT R N c Opening lead — king of clubs. 17 Pedestal 50 Lawyers’ 7 Bacteri- 31 Crucial
' cAU A 1T\ iter-
AW, DONT GO TP\%NT’ PLEASE CANEEA/ 2010 SNIT! TH) It’s All in Your State of Mind occupant org. um 36 Obliter
AWAY IN A DONT GO AWAY IN ; - Some deals that look very easy when play be- 18 Drop from 52 Nibble 8 In the ates
sNiIT! A SNiT! I'M NoT SURE }d y casy play the will 53 Biogra- same 37 Support
. . 9 1 CAN EITHER gins turn out to be a real struggle for declarer, 20 Computer-  phy place provider
s \YAVavawav, Vv usua}ly because’a key suit is divided unfavorably. to-phone 54 Solidify (Lat.) 38 Weather-
3 — But if he doesn’t panic, many of these hands can links 55 Farisof 9 Jack, e.g.  map line
3 “» be salvaged with careful play. 22 Nour- “Scary 10 Gift-tag 41 Criminal’'s
S > Take this case where, at the outset, making ished Movie” word pro-
3 four spades seems a lead-pipe cinch. Indeed, if 23 Nov. 56 Back 11 Longings cedure
3 ) A the spades divide 2-2 and the heart finesse works, follower muscles, 19 Lindbergh  (Abbr.)
< o) South will finish with 12 tricks. 24 Musical briefly book 42 Check
N XQUQ ‘! But after ruffing West’s second club lead, de- phrase Solution time: 25 mins. 43 One side
/ S ~PEDAL rosects | clarer receives a nasty jolt when he cashes the 27 Pollution of the
' ace of trumps and East shows out. Since he may 22‘:{ ofa a4 g:zlcshe
Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott now lose two spades and a heart, the contractis g5 o0y py trio
- suddenly in jeopardy. 33 Vitamin 46 Eat in
NOW DONT Kis DONTKISSME, \ | WHAT DID IWAS Sf)uth must therefore try to find some way to stat style
ME BACK THIS TIME, [LLKissyol.. |t I WaT ONLY avoid staking the outcome on a heart finesse, if 34 Fish 47 Sicilian
JEREMY DONT KISSME £ TRYING possible. He starts by taking three rounds of dia- eggs spouter
i Tl Kies '(OU, : TOHELP’ | monds ending in dummy. There’s no real risk in 35 MySpace ;L\ E 48 Actress
this because if West ruffs a diamond, it costs him rival ofN Patricia
$ one of his trump tricks. Next the jack of clubs is 38 Without s[T] 51 Stiller or
trumped, leaving declarer with the K-5 of spades acting Yesterday’s answer 6-18 Stein
3 and four hearts while dummy has the 10-7-6 of [~ T2 T3 T4 9 Tio 11
¢ spades and three hearts.
The king of hearts is cashed, and a second
heart is led toward the A-J. When West follows,
the contract becomes assured provided the heart
finesse is not attempted. Instead, the ace is played

and the jack of hearts is returned. It does not mat-

SO YO THINK I TRY ter which defender wins this trick. Either way,
TOOHARD declarer is home free. 31
WHENWE / YOUCANBEA If West has the queen, he wins but must then

LITILE ACGRESSIVE, lead from the Q-J-9 of spades. Regardless of

which card he chooses, he can’t make more than
one trump trick.

In the actual case, East wins the heart as West
discards a club. Whatever East leads next, South
plays his last heart. Again West has a choice of
losing plays from his Q-J-9 of trumps. No matter
what he does, declarer scores two of the last three
tricks to make his game.

(¢)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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