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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Showers and thun-
derstorms likely before 1 a.m.
Some of the storms could be se-
vere and produce heavy rainfall.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around
61. East wind between 5 and 10
mph becoming calm. Chance of
precipitation is 60 percent.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 88. Northwest wind 5
to 10 mph becoming southwest.

Tuesday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low
around 63. South wind around 5
mph becoming east.

Wednesday: Partly cloudy,
with a high near 93. South wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

Wednesday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 63.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 90.

Thursday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low
around 60.

Friday: Partly cloudy, with a
high near 89.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 58.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 90.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 60.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 90.

Friday: High, 76; Low 55

Saturday: High, 76; Low 59

Sunday: High, 73; Low 59

Precip: Friday  0.20 inches
Saturday  0.26 inches
Sunday  0.42inches
Month: 3.00 inches
Year: 13.15 inches
Normal:  9.94 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise Tuesday 6:17 a.m.
Sunset Tuesday  9:13 p.m.
Sunrise Wed. 6:17 a.m.
Sunset Wed. 9:14 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Small budget cuts hit home for Kansans

From “BUDGET,” Page 1

court clerk’s offices around the state. This
is in addition to the hiring freeze the court
imposed last year that will save another $2
million, said court spokesman Ron Keefo-
ver said.

Keefover said judges representing 17
counties already have asked for permission
to reduce the hours clerk’s offices are avail-
able for court business, and he expects that
to increase.

Douglas County Court Administrator
Linda Vogelsang said that starting Mon-
day, the clerk’s office will be closed each
day during the noon hour because it’s los-
ing four temporary workers who had been
helping the 15 full-time employees. She
said the office handles about 15,000 cases
each year.

“We don’t take this lightly. We know that
for some people, the lunch hour was the

only time they had and we worried about
that,” Vogelsang said. “We are doing the
best we can given our constraints.”

Sometimes cuts imposed by one agency
affect another.

Dick Koerth, Department of Wildlife
and Parks assistant secretary, said six of
the 24 state parks have been using about
70 inmates as workers year round, but es-
pecially during the busy summer months.
The Department of Corrections closed four
minimum security prisons to save money,
putting an end to having those inmates
available for work.

“What you are going to see this summer
is less mowing and less trash pickup in the
parks,” Koerth said. “Those inmates won’t
be available to help keep the parks at the
level we have been.”

Most of the attention on the Department
of Social and Rehabilitation Services was
finding enough money to care for the physi-

cally and mentally disabled, and provide
heath care for the poor. That meant finding
cuts where it could.

The agency is cutting back on what it
spends to help pay the costs of about 1,200
funerals of welfare recipients with little or
no assets. Funeral assistance averaged $678
but that will be capped at $550.

“In the grand scheme of things, we have
a lot of programs that serve a lot of vulner-
able people and when you are comparing
programs, this isn’t the highest priority,”
said department spokeswoman Michelle
Ponce.

The agency gets 2 percent of revenue
from state-owned casinos to finance prob-
lem gambling programs, but said any mon-
ey in the upcoming budget year would go
instead to alcohol and drug treatment pro-
grams. The only casino being built is in
Dodge City and it’s expected to generate
$440,000.

The Kansas Department of Transporta-
tion is continuing with less mowing on the
shoulders and medians of the 10,000-mile
state roadway system to save fuel costs.

“Instead of making two passes on the
shoulders with mowers, they’re making
one,” said spokesman Steve Swartz. “Fuel
costs are big for us, so anywhere we can
save money is good.”

Sometimes even the smallest cuts will
be noticed. For decades, the Department of
Health and Environment had booths around
the fairgrounds at Hutchinson. This year it
won’t be at the fair, saving about $10,000.

Spokeswoman Maggie Thompson said
the agency will talk to other public health
providers to see if they want to use the
booths this year.

“We are confident we will be able to pro-
vide information through them, but unfor-
tunately we won’t be able to be there this
year,” she said.

Summary shows rise in farmers’ income last year

MANHATTAN - It may seem
like a distant memory amid the
current U.S. and global economic
struggles, but strong crop prices
boosted Kansas farmers’ take-
home income last year for the sec-
ond year in a row.

In its annual summary, the
Kansas Farm Management Asso-
ciation revealed that average net
farm income for 1,452 member
farms was $123,397 — up 7.3 per-
cent from an average $115,035 in
2007 and well above the $46,593
average for 2006.

“Crop prices were higher (in
2008),” said Administrator Kevin
Herbel, adding that growing con-
ditions for wheat were better last
year than they were in 2007, when
a freeze cut production, particu-
larly in central Kansas.

The agency reports net income
on an accrual basis — adjusted for
any inventory changes between
the beginning and end of the year,
he said. The result represents the
return on the farmer’s labor, man-
agement and investment in the op-
eration.

Herbel emphasized that the data
is a barometer of Kansas agricul-
ture statewide — not a definitive
picture of every operation. In fact,
about 16 percent of the member
farms had negative net farm in-
come last year. That was gener-
ally tied to their type of enterprise,
timing of purchases or timing of

sales.

Plenty of factors were working
against farmers last year, said Mi-
chael Langemeier, an agricultural
economist with Kansas State Uni-
versity Research and Extension.

For example, total farm ex-
penses increased about 18 per-
cent, with the largest increases
in fertilizer (up 35 percent) and
herbicide and insecticide (up 34
percent). Seed costs were up 12
percent. Gas, fuel and oil were up
more than 30 percent. Other ma-
chinery and equipment expenses
also increased, with a 16 percent
increase in repair expense and a 9
percent increase in depreciation.
Lower interest rates led to a 5 per-
cent decrease to $21,791 per farm
in interest expense for 2008.

Just as in 2007, livestock op-
erations bore the brunt of the price
and cost volatility that weighed
on net income. As in the previous
year, livestock producers were hit
with high feed costs and lower
livestock prices, Langemeier said.
In turn, average net farm income
for operations primarily in the cat-
tle backgrounding business was a
negative $10,355 and for cowherd
operations, just $32,674.

“This was the third year in a
row that there was negative net in-
come for backgrounding cattle on
the farm,” Herbel said.

In contrast, those whose main
business was irrigated cash crops

had an average net income of
$230,850 last year — down from
$280,585 the previous year. Dry-
land crop enterprises averaged
$142,603 in net farm income, up
from $120,594 for the year ear-
lier.

In addition to the disparity
between livestock and crop en-
terprises, regional disparities
emerged, too, Herbel said.

While average net farm income
for the state increased from 2007
to 2008, profitability as measured
by the operating profit margin de-
creased. The average operating
profit margin for surveyed farms

in 2008 was 20.1 percent, down
about 2 percent from the previous
year’s. The farms’ higher value
of farm production levels (an in-
crease of 15 percent) was offset by
their 18 percent increase in total
farm expenses.

As part of that, average net farm
income for northwest Kansas last
year was $150,935, while the
farms in north central Kansas came
in at $101,573. Northeast Kan-
sas operations posted an average
net farm income of $115,877, the
southwest region was at $81,546,
south central Kansas farms aver-
aged $133,778 and southeast Kan-

sas was at $132,962.

Even at $150,935, the net
farm income figure for northwest
Kansas farmers was a sizeable
drop from 2007’s average net of
$233,000. The decline was partly
due to decreased yields on irri-
gated crops and increased costs of
production, Herbel noted.

More information about the as-
sociation and its “2008 Summary
and Analysis” is available on the
K-State Research and Extension
agricultural economics Web site
(www.agmanager.info/kfma).

Association provides ag accounting

MANHATTAN - The Kansas
Farm Management Association,
a part of Kansas State University
Research and Extension, is one of
the largest farm management pro-
grams in the United States, says
Administrator Kevin Herbel.

Twenty agricultural economists,
all faculty members in K-State’s
Department of Agricultural Eco-
nomics, make up professional
staff. The economists work with
the association’s members, pro-
viding production and financial
management information for Kan-
sas farm families to use in deci-
sion making.

Helping members with indi-

vidualized, research-based infor-
mation is the program’s primary
goal, Herbel said. Through on-
farm visits, whole-farm analyses,
enterprise analyses, and other edu-
cational programs, the economists
help farmers in:

e Developing sound farm ac-
counting systems.

e Improving decision making.

e Comparing with the perfor-
mance of similar farms.

e Integrating tax planning, mar-
keting and asset investment strate-
gies.

The K-MAR-105 Association is
a nonprofit educational corpora-
tion associated with the Farm Man-

agement Association and K-State.
K-MAR-105 serves as the central
information-processing unit for
the six regional associations in the
program. The data banks it main-
tains not only inform members
but also are used extensively (and
anonymously) for Department of
Agricultural economics research
and Extension activities.

The program has been working
with Kansas farmers since 1931.
The K-MAR-105 Association has
been providing financial account-
ing systems and financial perfor-
mance benchmarks since 1968.
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To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 PAY = L CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 > = e QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 |- B WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU

Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 N, | il WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
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LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 | 4!

DISNEY WORLD Park Passes, Air & Hotel | gﬁu5 b3 BOOK SPRING

MEXICO Air & Hotel | 800 | 3 (]

CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | §1,I]5l] | 5| BREAK NOW!

ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1.500 | 7| T

HAWAII Ar&Hotel | $740 | 3| Call e Lo Scdules.

LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 3| All specials may be for specific dates

AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA EP S}dﬁg ' Max 45 and are subject to availability
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New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals ° Orthodontics
* Implants « Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

4

Reflexology by Roxanne

Reflexology is the physical act of applying pressure to the feet with specific
thumb, finger, and hand techniques without the use of oil or lotion.

Now taking NEW clients!!
By Appointment Only

Gift Certificates Available

{45 Minute Treatments: $25 }

1
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Relax and Breathe! 785-460-1929

Strength. Stability. Service.

And us.

4 &
David L. Browne Il Adriane Sims

550 N Franklin Ave 550 N Franklin Ave
Colby Colby

) That'swhatyou cancount

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES you through all Stages Of
Insurance * Investments
www.fbfs.com |learn more call today.
(785) 462-3388

Auto / Home / Life / Business / College / Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346

on. We're in the business
® of helping people just like

life with insurance and
financial products. To

¢ Painting
¢ Residential Roofing

e Siding
e Commercial Roofing

e Small Construction Projects

A

c b

AB.CD. ROOFING
& CONSTRUCTION

“NOTHING T0 IT BUT TO DO IT”

Adam Bowers
Owner/Operator
785-462-0438

Licensed and Insured

Curtis Delany
Owner/Operator
785-269-7324

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

®

( EVENBETTERRATE, ||| 75T
[} , i \ : :
limited time. ... | ’ ..
fatt Ludwick Prairie Museum
att Ludwic CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT. .
Lowgt Mowing * Trimming 18 Months 2.30% APY* of Art & History
Sy . o . Order your granite paver by
Sdging.s Londscaping © Free Estimotes July 15, 2009 for installation in
2009. Call the museum for an
785-462-2271 Hurry in for an even better rate on our order form, email us, or go to
785-269-7069, Cell Colby, Kansas featured Certificate of Deposit through State Farm Banke. our website under contact us!
Call today for more information and watch your money grow. gl A *World Class Kuska Collection
!| !%7..\{!&‘\\{7% ‘ *Kansas KIDS Corner
NEW SYSTEM - NAA 1| oo
Jane W Johnson ; .
PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING S Lk B YL a8 onder o K arhtecure
4 3 Bus, /85.462-7525 ~ Rop AIRIE 7| *Hands on HIGH PLAINS HISTORY
/ (800) 61 1 .6735 \ jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com { - SEUM
L ML RTOF L *Prairie Museum Art
www.MyWindowCleaner.net N Bank Thomas County Historical Society 9-5 M-F
Serving Colby since 1992! ¢ 1905 5. Frankdin « Coloy, K5 67701 1-5 Sat. & Sun.
A Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
= = = = . ) prairiem@st-tel.net

Commercial - Residential - Free Estimates |  yumapsissmsseisisssessists )| wenemssmor Closed Holidays
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